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The Only
HP Palmtop Upgrade
That Has It All.
To get the most from your HP 100/200LX pahntop, you need 3 advanced upgrades on 1 convenient PCMCIA card. First, you need to send and
receive bQtb faxes and data at an exceptional 14,400 bps speed. Second, you need fax/modem software that operates easily with the same HP
function keys and commands you already use ... without the hassle of downloading software and without consuming precious hard disk space.
Third, you need Flash memory for fast, easy access to all your software applications and for efficiently storing data. Plus you need to fax
from and receive faxes into your Flash memory for extra convenience. And, most of all, you need the flexibility to use all your upgrade
features together or independently, without inserting and removing separate fax/modem and memory cards. Now you can have it
all with ThinFax 1414LXM.
All THE ADVANCED UPGRADE FEATURES YOU NEED ... ON 1 CONVENIENT PCMCIA CARD.

EXP's award-winning MiniFax™ software. High-speed fax/modem. 2 or 4 MB Flash memory.
They're all built into the ThinFax 1414LXM card. That's why ThinFax 1414LXM is the
one upgrade that's a must for your HP pahntop. So call the toll-free number
today for complete ThinFax 1414LXM specifications and the name of
an EXP dealer near you.
CIIII: 714-453-1020 or FIIX: 714-453-1319

http://UlUlUl.expnet.com
. ~
MOBILE COMPUTING EXP ERTISE IS BUILT INTO OUR NAME.

Publisher's Message

The HP Palmtop Paper

It's been three year and a half years
since the HPI00LX was introduced - a
long time in the high-tech industry.
(The HP 200LX, introduced a year
later, is essentially an HP 100LX with
several nice additions). We finally have
a hint of the future -read about HP's
next Palmtop PC due in the middle of
1997 in my lead story.
When HP introduced the HP 100LX,
it promoted the Palmtop as a cc:MAIL
machine. However, until recently most
users have felt cc:MAIL was a waste of
ROM space. In fact this issue marks the
first in-depth articles we've ever run
on cc:MAIL. Read these articles and
discover why there is new enthusiasm
for this built-in HP 100/200LX application.
I've always felt a key market for the
HP Palmtop would be education.
Hal Goldstein
Students and teachers are always on
the move with varied schedules and
commitments. The Palmtop's superportability and its calculation and note-taking capabilities make it an ideal campus companion. Read how a high school student and teacher (15 and 74 yearsold) use the Palmtop.
The Palmtop is an ideal tool to track and store information. You'll read that
users aren't limited to the built-in database program for such tasks. In this issue
you'll discover project management tools, personal journal capabilities, and relational database potential.
It's hard to believe that this issue marks the completion of the fifth year of
The HP Palmtop Paper. In the up coming years we will continue The HP Palmtop
Paper's focus on the HP 95/100!200LX palmtop engine. We will start a new publication on Windows CE-based Palmtops mid-1997.
The HP Palmtop Paper continues to chronicle the "golden era" of HP
100LX/200LX usefulness. The HP announcement in this issue of a complete
wireless solution, the WWW /LX web browsing product, and scores of new freeware and shareware products appearing each month exemplify the health of this
platform. In the next issue I will finally be able to fulfill a promise I made at the
end of 1994 and again last issue, which is to describe in depth some of the
incredible advances from Japan. (The article is really coming - I have seen the
first draft created by a number of users and developers from Japan.)
Also, next issue, in an attempt to clarify whether you will want to stay with
the HP 200LX or purchase the new HP Palmtop, we will publish an interview
with Khaw Kheng Joo, the General Manager of the HP Handheld Division. In it
we will try to gauge HP's commitment towards the HP 200LX and find out who
are the best candidates for the new machine.
Finally, our www.thaddeus.com web site is up. We posted this issue's lead
article on Windows CE and the new HP Palmtop on November 18, the day HP
made its announcement. Khaw's interview will be posted early, 1997. There will
be weekly tips and a "knowledge store" which details our Palmtop Knowledge
Products. Your feedback, pro and con, is welcome.
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Time Management
Compounding Time Doubling Achievement
by Carol de Giere

Database approach: You can create
a custom Database to track your
compoundable goals or activities.
Create a new database and set up a
text field for the goal or activities
and some checkbox fields to list
locations where you can accomplish
this goal.
Locations might include: home,
office, car, bus, while resting, while
driving, meals, after meals, while
waiting, etc.
H you keep your goals or ToDo
list in this format, you can check it
easily using the Database Subset
feature. For example, if you realize
you will be waiting somewhere, pull
out your Database and select the
"while waiting" Subset to remind
yourself of what vertical reader
books you want to read, or whatever you have there. H you need a
break from one project, select your
"while resting" Subset to decide
what reading you can do while
relaxing or audiotapes you want to
listen to that will help you accomplish another goal.

There ought to be a way to put time
in a savings account and let it grow.
Then we could afford the time to
learn new programs for the
Palmtop, keep up with the expanding knowledge in our field, or
vacation more often with our family.
While there are no banks so far
that offer time accounts, you can at
least double your investment in the
moments of your day by using a
technique known as "time compounding."
Time compounding essentially
means fulfilling two or more goals
at the same time through purposeful
activity. For example, if one of your
goals is to pay more attention to
your teenager, and you also wish to
improve health through exercise,
then you can compound time by
exercising with your teenager.
In the computer world, when
two programs are running at the
same time, it's called multitasking
and is usually beneficial. In the
human world multitasking may be
dangerous, as when you try to eat
while driving. It may be counterproductive, such as distracting yourself
with TV while trying to enjoy a calm
meal with the family. However,
fruitful time compounding is actually "goals compounding" rather than
multitasking-doubling up on
achievement rather than dividing
your attention.

"Learn to fly and then travel to exotic places, share my computer interests with my family, etc. "

ON THE PALMTOP
Compounding time breaks out
of linear thought patterns and gets
you into a bigger picture mode.
There are several ways to accomplish this on the Palmtop.

You can then look at the first one
and imagine that some of the places
you fly to are in Central America
and populated by Spanish speaking
people. Your activities list might
include: calling up the flying school

NoteTaker or Memo Approach
Use NoteTaker or Memo to brainstorm a little. Make a list of things
you'd love to do if you only had
time. Then divide one or more into
activities that will help you accomplish your pet dream. For example,
let's say you write down the following:
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at the local airport, buying flight
simulator software to get the feel of
flying, borrowing Spanish cassettes
from the public library, locate
Spanish vocabulary program, etc.
To compound time efficiently,
compare these activities with your
existing weekly ToDo list. Then generate a new set of compounded
ToDos. For example:
Create flashcards with Spanish
vocabulary on the Palmtop and use
them while waiting for appointments;
Invite an associate who is also a
pilot to lunch to discuss business
and hear him or her discuss experiences as a pilot.
Show my kids the new flight simulator program.
Appointments Approach
Make up a weekly schedule at the
beginning of each week. Consult
your compoundable goals Database
or ToDo list, add in layers of activities, looking for other goals you can
accomplish at the same time you are
completing your normal duties. For
example, you might enter 7:00 am
commute to work (if using carpool
or public transportation). Below it,
at the same time you might enter
"Listen to Spanish tapes." Indent
the item in the Description field so it
appears as a secondary activity
under the primary one. It might
look something like this:
7:00a
7:00

Commute to work
Listen to Spanish tape

Palmtops and time
Ideally all your career time doubles
as personal time because through
your career you fulfill your life's
mission. In any case, we all need

time to expand our horizons outside
of work. With the Palmtop as a central organizer we can more easily
clarify for ourselves the kinds of
activities that will be most fruitful.
(For further discussion of Time
Compounding see Time Management
for Unmanageable People, by Ann
McGee-Cooper
with
Duane
Trammell, Bantam Book, 1993)

Self-Development
By Carol de Giere

Use the other kind of flash card
to gain knowledge and improve
behavior
To most Palmtop users "flash card"
means a memory storage device that
fits in the Palmtop's PCMCIA card
slot. But "flash cards" are also used
in school to memorize facts. Selfimprovement enthusiasts use them
to upgrade their behavior and sales
professionals flip through cards to
become more familiar with the
products they sell.
The principle is simple. Put the
name of the word you're trying to
memorize or the fact you're trying
to learn on one side of the card, and
the definition on the other. Flip
through your cards over and over
again until you've got it.
The goal of both types of flash
cards is the same - put useful information in non-volatile memory.
CREATING FLASH CARDS
ON THE PALMTOP
Traditional flash cards work, but
who wants to carry around decks of
cards on the off chance you might
squeeze in some time to do a little
memorization. Fortunately there's a
software program that turns your
Palmtop into a portable flash card
file.
Flash Cards (FLASH.ZIP iJ ), a
freeware program by Timothy
McArthur, lets you create a deck of
up to 20 cards. You specify both the
front and back of each card, with a
maximum of about 35 characters.
After you've entered the text for
your cards, the program creates

your deck. It displays cards in random order. To flip the "card" and
view "the other side," press I!].
DB Learn (DBlearn2.ZIP iJ ) is a
freeware program to help you learn
the contents of any HP 100LX database. If you load foreign language
vocabulary or other material in a
database, DBLearn randomly asks
you words and records how many
times you answer correctly.
Another approach is to use the
built-in NoteTaker program to simulate flash cards on the Palmtop.
American inventor, statesman
and author of Poor Richard's Almanac,
Benjamin Franklin, worked consciously on developing his character
by selecting 13 character traits to
study and focusing on one trait per
day. If he'd lived today he could have
used NoteTaker to develop character
flash cards.
Franklin's flash cards might list a
character trait on one side of the card
and a proverb or quotation relating to
or exemplifying the character trait on
the back of the card. Let's create a
NoteTaker "card deck" for Franklin.
Open NoteTaker and press ~
and ~ to define a new Subset.
Enter "Character" in the category
field (leave title and notes section
blank). Press ~ and give your
new Subset a name (call it
"Character"). Press ~ to save the
definition and ~ again to select
the Character Subset.
Then begin creating your character flash cards. Press ~ IAdd I and
enter Title, Category, and N ote. For
example, enter "Silence" as the Title,
"A wise man has long ears and a
short tongue" in the Notes field, and
"Character" in the Category field .
Here are a few other examples:
Title - Note
Alertness - ' Let your mind keep open house.
Resolution - Be resolved and the thing is
done.
Calmness - "Keep cool. Anger is not an
argument." Noah Webster
Friendship - "You cannot shake hands with
a fist." Indira Gandhi

Now you need to configure NoteTaker to act like a deck of flash
cards. Make sure the Character

Subset is selected. Next, remove the
Notes and Category fields from the
main display. Press ~ IColumns " tab
the cursor over to the Note field and
press /!III Delete' . (The Note field still
exists, it just won't show up on your
index screen.) Do the same for the
Category field and press ~ IDone'.
HP 200LX users need to press ICTRL I;
I£) to remove the NoteTaker card
display from the screen.
What remains is the list of character traits. Now Franklin would be
ready to test his memory. Looking
down the list he could highlight the
desired character trait, pause to
recall the appropriate saying, and
press I ENTER' to view the proverb or
quotation on the Palmtop screen. If
he had an HP 200LX he could press
ICTRL[I£) to display a card showing
the proverb.
OTHER FLASH CARD IDEAS
You can use this flash card technique to gain knowledge in a variety
of areas, including: sports facts, foreign or technical language vocabulary, information and key benefits
associated with products, Palmtop
procedures and keys to press,
employee training, principles of
faith and related scriptural passages, public speaking ideas ( catchy
opening; phrases that can bail you
out of problem situations), and
more.

Sharewarelfreeware
mentioned in this article
FLASH.ZIP - Create a deck of up to 20
flash cards on the HP Palmtop. Freeware.
Available on this issue of The HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK or from CompuServe's HP
HAND forum, Library 11 (there are two in
this Library, one for 95 LX one for the oth·
ers.)
DBLEARN2.ZIP - Lets you develop a quiz
from a .GDB Database file. Freeware.
Available on this issue of The HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK or from Internet site:
http://www.ev1.bme.hu/-gergo/100Ixldblearn
.htm
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Letters
Back Up to Zip Drive
Using Two Palmtops
and Parallel Port Card

I recently discovered that I
can back up my Palmtop's 40
MB PC card without using a
desktop Pc. The process
requires placing two Palmtops side by side and using
infrared-to-infrared transfer
with Filer. When you do this,
the Filer screen can be set to
show one side as "local," and
the other as "remote,"
(although remote here means
a few inches away).
I hooked a Zip Drive
and Trans Digital Parallel
Port Card to my wife's
200LX, set up the infrared
file connect in Filer on my
200LX, and accessed the
"REMOTE" Zip Drive from
my Palmtop to make a back
up to the zip drive.
As long as the single
card slot on my Palmtop is
already filled with the 40
MB storage card, I cannot, in
addition, add in the Parallel
Port Card to connect to a
Zip Drive. Therefore this
two-Palmtop method provides an easy solution for
backing up a large amount
of data on a card.
Now that the 40 MB
drive is backed up, I can use
the incremental backup of
either the built-in backup
program~ or the incremental
backup of the software that
comes with the Parallel Port
Card . I could also use a
third party "ZIP. COM" i j
program for this process.

Frank Nagle
Internet: 70505.577
@compuserve.com
[Other solutions for backing up

large flash cards include
using a PC Card Drive on a
desktop computer, or connecting two Palmtops with a
serial cable and connecting
the "remote" Palmtop to a
Zip Drive.-Ralph Turner]
Broken Latch
on Lid Revised

I now have a better solution,
so don't follow the tip I suggested in my letter published in issue Number 5, p.
50). (The lids on both my 95
and 100 wouldn't stay
closed because of a broken
latch or spring. I suggested
slipping a thick rubber band
into the space where the
latch comes down.)
Although my solution
seemed to work for awhile,
the rubber band was apparently too thick and too far
back under the latch, and
eventually it put too much
upward pressure on the
hinge when I depressed the
latch. The latch broke.
My latest solution is better. I simply cut a piece of
very soft foam rubber (the
length of the latch) which I
took from the padded shoulders of my wife's sweater (I
put two pieces under each
latch). I had to take the foam
rubber out and trim it to
size, then reinstall it with a
drop of super glue. Now
both 95 and 100 latch fine.

Floyd Goetze
Eugene, OR
Internet Access
with the Palmtop

You have to see it to believe
it. I ran WWW / LX on my
200LX using a 14.4 EXP
modem. My personal experience is that WWW /LX displays web pages on my
200LX faster than Netscape
on my laptop (I have a
Pentium 133 laptop at work
running Netscape with an
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ethernet card on a fast network). Of course, the 200LX
is text based and the laptop
is graphical.

Carl Merkle
Internet: 73564.2461
@compuserve.com
I just received WWW /LX
and it is FANTASTIC!
Using it with my Palmtop
and Ricochet wireless
modem, I've been able to
directly link to quite a few
sites and services, including
Alta Vista (altavista.digital
.com), Yahoo (www.yahoo
.com)
and
Primerica
Financial Services (www
.pfsnet.com) just to name a
few. The speed is more than
adequate!

Frank Nagle
70505.577@compuserve.com
WWW/LX and Nettamer
Both Work on Palmtop

I just finished reading Gilles'
excellent article on WWW /
LX. I was one of the skeptics
when Avi Meshar announced
WWW /LX a few months ago
but it sure looks like gold.
However, your readers
should note that the current
version of Nettamer for the
HP 200LX, version 1.06H
(NI03PT.ZIP ij), easily fits
on a 2MB machine and runs
from System Manager. The
two main files, NETT AMER.EXE and READER.EXE, are 137,780 and
117,574 bytes respectively.
My entire nettamer directory, including lOOK of help
files, is about 395,000 bytes
but could be stripped to
under 270,000 bytes . I
launch Nettamer from an
icon in AppManager in the
usual manager, without
exiting to DOS.
The space hog is actually
the messages you download. After a few days away
from a phone jack I can pull

down 500K of messages!
(Fortunately, it only takes a
few minutes and you can
then read and delete at your
leisure.

John Liu
Internet: 101670.2635
@compuserve.com
Likes the Palmtop

"What are you doing with
that little thing, playing
video games? Don't your
thumbs get tired?"
You may have heard this
inquisitive drivel just as
often as I... the irritatingly
curious and ridiculing questions from the poor naive
souls who have never heard
of a Palmtop computer.
In my case, these questions are coming from people in the television production industry ... including
engineers and operators
who toss around $80,000
cameras like they were old
teddy bears. But when they
see a producer using a nifty
hi-tech gadget, well, that's
worthy of a few good digs.
Then they see the 20-page
script spit out of my DeskJet
320, and they clam up rather
quickly.
I write and produce various home improvement and
remodeling series for cable
television (including The
Learning Channel's The
Hom e Pro and Home &
Garden Television's Dream
House). If any of you have
ever done any home remodeling, then you know it's
tough to plan in advance. In
the past, I would research
like a panicked college studen, then write a clean script
timed to the second for a
half-hour show. But then
when I went into the field
with that script, I'd have to
scratch nearly every word
and start over because the
remodeling projects would
take many unexpected and

frustrating turns. Now I
show up at locations with a
solid outline, and that's
where the magic of the
Palmtop comes in.
I wander around the
project for inspiration, and
lean over subcontractors'
shoulders to get specifics on
the task at hand. The Memo
function is w ha t I u se to
write my scripts. It's simple
and clean. And within minutes, I can print out a script
that our host can memorize
right then and there. My little 200LX is one hell of an
efficient tool that gives me
more mobility than a laptop
ever could.
And outside of work. ..

with the aid of the Phone
and Appointment Book
functions, I've sent out so
many birthday and anniversary cards in the last two
years, Hallmark should be
paying m e dividends . The
art of letter / card writing has
been lost for a few decades,
and my Palmtop and I are
trying to bring it back.
Oh, and one of my
favorite parts of owning a
Palmtop ... I keep a list of
critically-acclaimed movies
in the Note Taker function. I
have about 200 movie titles
on my list currently. Most
were recommended by
either film critic Leonard
Maltin, or the fat guy on

5iskel & Ebert. Other video
store patrons often ask what
I'm doing, then end up renting a title from my screen.
What really annoys me
about this Palmtop business
is that nobody has ever seen
or heard of a Palmtop . If
anything, they' ve heard of
Apple' s "Newton" (which I
tried and hated). Everyone
has heard of HP printers.
What' s the holdup for the
marketing of Palmtops?
So friends, wave your
Palmtops proudly. We're
apparently a small club, but
a damn smart one.

Peter Clem
Edina,MN

Pricing and Contact
Information
WWWfI.:J.-$79.95
Contact : Shier Systems &
Sohware, USA; Phone: 805-3119391; Fax: 805-311-9454,· E-mail
14117.2411@complJserve.com.

Sharewarel
freeware mentioned
in this article
N107·PT.ZIP - NetTamer suite
for internet. Shareware, Available
on this issue of The HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK and online at:
http://www.thaddeus.com.
ZIP.COM - File transfer software.
Freeware Available on The Best
Tips 96 ON DISK and on
CompuServe's HPHAND Forum,
Library 5

Limited Offer
(expires 12-31-96)

Everything you need to go wireless
ConectUS Wireless

Your wireless connection to the world

Phone 1-800-350-0373

ARDIS·

Fax 805-494-3799
Web www.conectus.com

c.voe.iU=I""""
~
WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS

Wireless Internet Kit Includes • Motorola Personal Messenger 1000 Wireless modem and HP software
• 100kb of wireless two-way messaging • 25 sheets of wireless faxing
• 25 radio call-in pages· FREE activation • cost $59.95 per month.
Subscriber owns modem after 24 months of service *Compared to standard Pricing Plan
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HP Announces
a Windows CEbased Palmtop

I.box

Microsoft and HP join forces with five other companies to build up
the Palmtop PC market and make Windows CE the standard handheld
operating system. Will you want to give up your 200LX?
By Hal Goldstein,
Executive Editor, The HP Palmtop Paper
Information at
your fingertips

For years Microsoft's founder and
CEO, Bill Gates, has talked about
"information at your fingertips."
Microsoft has taken a large step
towards that vision becoming a reality with the recent announcement of
Windows CE, their new Windows
95-look-alike operating system for
handheld computers. In that
announcement Microsoft stated that
HP along with Casio, NEC, Lucky
Goldstar, Compaq, and Phillips will
introduce Windows CE handheld
products starting in December of
this year. HP's product is expected
mid-1997.
Hitachi Ltd., NEC Electronics,
and Phillips Semiconductor will
supply 32-bit RISC microprocessors for these Windows CE
machines. Forty leading software,
hardware, and wireless vendors
have committed to developing
third party products for these
Windows CE devices. In addition,

our company, Thaddeus Computing will be publishing a magazine supporting the HP Windows
CE Palmtop PC and possibly other
Windows CE devices.
According to Microsoft VP,
Craig Mundie, flOur goal with
Windows CE is to create an open,
standards-based platform that will
enable third parties to build products around them."

What will Windows CE
handheld PCs have in common

Here's, at minimum, what we can
expect with all Windows CE handheld PC's:
D The look and feel of Windows
95 (see illustration of the Windows
CE desktop at the top of this page);
D The ability to seamlessly synchronize, communicate, and
exchange information with
Windows 95-based PCs;
D Standard communications sup-
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port enabling access to the Internet
for e-mail and Web browsing;
D Estimated street prices for base
configurations around $500- $700;
D Keyboard with alphanumerics,
punctuation keys, Ctrl, Alt and two
Shift keys;
D Touch screen, 480 X 240 pixels,
4 gray-scales, 2 bits per pixel. (HP's
machine will be 640 x 240 pixels);
D Cordless plastic pen that acts
like a mouse when tapped on touch
screen;
D Docking cradle that will
recharge batteries and connect to
desktop;
D Maximum size, 7" x 4" xl"
07.8 x 10.2 x 2.5 cm), to fit into
your jacket pocket;
DOne PCMCIA slot;
D One serial connector;
D One infrared (IrDA) port;
D 2 MB of RAM for file storage
and running applications;
D 4 MB of ROM for operating
system and built-in software;
D Microsoft Pocket Word;
D Microsoft Pocket Excel;

What's special about
HP's Windows CE machine
The handheld PC form factor coupled with the state of the present technology dictates limitations. It will be interesting to see what compromises
each Windows CE manufacturer makes and who the manufacturer targets as its customer. Given HP's history and engineering excellence, we
expect that its machine will be a premier machine for many types of customers. We expect, at first, that HP will target vertical corporate markets
rather then emphasize the consumer marketplace where companies like
Casio are well entrenched.
The most important and obvious distinction between the HP offering
and its competitors is screen size. The HP Windows CE product is the
only handheld PC with a 640 x 240 screen (rather than the 480 x 240). That
means HP will support a readable, full, 80-column display for e-mail
without wrap-around, web pages without side-to-side scrolling, a fax
without squinting, and business document text presented in familiar formats. In other words, unlike its competitors, the HP machine screen will
look like a normal-sized desktop PC screen.
Even though HP doesn't expect to ship until mid-1997, it presented a
prototype at COMDEX. Here is what we observed:
The new HP Palmtop is about 3 I 4" longer than the HP 200LX. It's
only slightly thicker, but curved at the edges and is definitely more sleek
looking than the HP 200LX. The screen takes up almost all the area on its
side of the clam-shell - so there is less of a border around it than the
200LX. An 80-character line is significantly more readable than the HP
200LX's display in 80-column DOS mode.
The numeric keypad is embedded rather than separate. The keyboard
is definitely more touch-typeable then the HP 200LX. There is more keyboard space since the unit is a little wider and there are no application
keys or numeric keypad. Like the 200LX it has a PC card slot, a serial port,
an infrared port, and a power adapter port. Also like the Palmtop it uses
AA batteries and a watch-style backup battery.

o An information manager that
includes Calendar, Contacts and
Tasks, plus accessories and utilities
that include a two-city world clock,
a calculator and solitaire.
o Internet Explorer (HTML 2.0
compatible) with TCP lIP stack;
o Battery: depends on platform;
o User can configure RAM
between system memory and electronic disk;
o Long file names supported;
o User-upgradeable ROMs.
When a new version of Windows
CE or built-in applications becomes
available a new ROM will be
released. Users can replace their
existing ROM with the new one;
o Automatic power-off with
resume where you left off.

o 32-bit, multitasking, multithreaded;
o Open architecture design
which provides support of a number of devices;
o Compact which provides high
performance in limited memory
configura tions;
o Scalable which supports a
range of embedded, mobile or multimedia product lines;
o Portable which provides choice
in microprocessors (source code
must be recompiled using software
switch provided in SDK for each
microprocessor) ;
o Integrated power management
which enables long battery life.
Windows CE includes native support for the TCP lIP and PPP protocols, not only making Windows CE
devices mobile Internet terminals,
but also enabling developers to create or port any number of industry
standard applications to the plat-

What's inside

What follows is some information
about what goes on inside
Windows CEo To become a developer, e-mail wcedev@microsoft.
The best description of the system
as of this writing is Jeffrey Richter's
Windows CE review in the October
1996, Microsoft Systems Journal.
Windows programmers will be
able to use familiar off-the-shelf
tools and a comprehensive subset
of Win32 API to develop and port
over Windows applications. To
keep the kernel small many Win32
functions are not implemented.
The Windows CE operating
system is:
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form, restrained only by the physical resources of the system.
Windows CE itself requires
150KB of ROM and 400KB of RAM
to run. Like the HP Palmtop, ROM
based applications run mostly out
of ROM and use very little of the
RAM system memory.
There is no mouse support
since there is no mouse. Using the
stylus (pen), the user can tap on the
display and move directly to any
location.
The entire file system is always
compressed to conserve RAM.
There are no cluster sizes, so space
is not wasted when storing files. In
other words the file system is customized for size, not speed.
Embedded into the Windows
CE operating system is database
support. (The HP 200LX makes
good use of a database engine for
built-in applications, Phone,
Notetaker, Database, Appointment
Book, and World Time. However
the HP 200LX database engine is an

application, it's not built-into the
operating system.) Having built-in
data base support means that both
built-in Windows CE PIMs and
external applications (such as,
Pocket Quicken) can make use of
this built-in functionality. The
advantage to the user is that data
transfer and synchronization
between Windows CE machines
and Windows desktops will be
well-supported across a variety of
applications.
Power management is similar
to the HP 200LX - the processor is
suspended most of the time even
with the system on.

An operating system
that's not just for pes

Windows CE devices might
include "wallet" PCs, wireless
pagers and cellular smart phones,
next-generation entertainment and
multimedia consoles, Internet
access TV's, Internet Web phones,
Global Positioning Systems for the
car, plus other household appliances. Microsoft defines Windows
CE as, "an open, scalable Windows
platform for a range of communications, entertainment, and mobilecomputing devices that can communicate with each other, share
information with Windows-based
PCs, and connect to the Internet."
This positioning gives Windows
CE many markets to conquer.

Hewlett-Packard and
Microsoft collaboration

In the long term, Microsoft plans to
use the "kernel" of the Windows
CE operating system for other computer-based consumer electronic
devices. Examples of future

Microsoft and HP will be working
together to make the Windows CE
platform a success and the stan-
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dard handheld operating system. If
any industry force can make the
palmtop PC category viable, these
two companies can. HP, the inventor of the pocket calculator, brings
with it 25 years of hardware knowhow, a reputation for quality and
integrity, and scores of popular
handheld products. Microsoft
brings operating system expertise
and its PC market-domination. In
addition, both Microsoft and HP
bring a great deal of complimentary hi-tech marketing expertise,
experience, and success.
HP's endorsement of Windows
CE gives Windows CE needed
credibility. (Microsoft's first
attempt at a palmtop PC Windowsbased operating system, WinPad,
failed). Microsoft-HP engineering
collaboration can only help guarantee that Microsoft create an operating system that works.
Microsoft's marketing influence (along with HP's desire to create a palmtop PC standard) can
already be seen by the fact that HP
has already announced its Windows CE-based product (due out
in mid-1997) - HP rarely preannounces products. More importantly, Microsoft hype, clout, and
established relationships with
Windows 95 third party developers
will mean that Microsoft has a
strong running start to make its
Windows 95-like operating system
the standard handheld PC operating system. Most importantly,
Microsoft has demonstrated again
and again that it has staying power
in the industry and is not afraid to
make mistakes. One only has to
look at the evolution of Windows,
Word, Excel, and now Internet
Explorer to see that it follows the
Thomas Edison model of inventing. (Edison reportedly failed with
over 1000 experiments before discovering how to make the light
bulb work.)
It could be that Microsoft and

its Windows CE partners get it
right the first time. However, whatever the first products look like, we
will see many advancements as
technologies mature and the marketplace provides feedback. Look
at how much the HP Palmtop
developed from the original 512K
HP95LX.

Not just Microsoft and HP

For Windows CE to be the standard operating system for the
palmtop PC, HP needs its
Windows CE competitors to be
successful. A successful Windows
CE creates a bigger pie for everyone. Once the great mass of individual and corporate PC owners
understand the value and power of
having a palmtop PC, there is plenty of room for competition. HP justifiably feels that it is well-positioned to compete in the palmtop
PC marketplace once there really is
a market.
Third party manufacturers will
playa fundamental role in making
Windows CE the standard. Once
third parties believe that Windows
CE will be the handheld PC standard operating system, they will
commit the resources necessary to
develop for it. Third party software
and hardware companies along
with publications such as ours supporting Windows CE hasten marketplace acceptance of palmtop
PCs as legitimate, useful, and
already-working products. Third
parties create vertical solutions
which will sell and legitimize
palmtop PC's. Individuals and
companies can feel comfortable
buying palmtop PC's when they
understand a whole industry of
manufacturers and third party
developers are there to support
them and provide "out-of-the-box"
solutions. Lots of third parties also
mean that many companies will be
working to increase the sales of
palmtop PC's.
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Correct positioning
essential for success

For the palmtop PC to be successful it must be positioned correctly.
As we have written about for the
past three years, it should not be
described as an expensive organizer. It also isn't a hand wri ting
expert or a "PDA" - a category that
failed. What it is, is a convenient,
always available, pocket-sized
computer that allows you to do
80 % of what you want to do on a
desktop or laptop. Wherever you
are it lets you organize your time,
store and retrieve information,
manipulate numbers and words,
send and receive e-mail. HP and
Microsoft would probably add that
it lets you synchronize and then
carry desktop PC information anywhere. In other words in the majority of situations, the palmtop PC is
a convenient, inexpensive, powerefficient computer-alternative to a
laptop.
Major corporations such as HP,
Apple and Sony must be disappointed by how slowly the general
marketplace has adopted handhelds, palmtops, PDAs, organizers
or whatever you want to call them.
I believe that part of the problem is
that people don't know what to call
them - that the category is not singularly named or well-defined.
When HP introduces its
Windows CE machine, it will stick
with the HP 200LX's "palmtop PC"
and "PC companion" names. I am
glad HP is staying with "palmtop
PC". The name tells much of the
story, and HP can build on its leadership of the palmtop PC market. I
don't especially like "PC companion" because that doesn't differentiate the HP product from the nonPC, pen-based organizer products
such as the popular US Robotics
Pilot. "Companion" also implies
that the HP Palmtop cannot be
used as a stand-alone product.

extremely pleased. Later releases of
the HP 95LX and subsequently the
HP 100LX and 200LX addressed
most of these original limitations.
Second, you have to consider
how important desktop Windows
95 applications are to you. If you
heavily depend on Windows 95
and are used to applications such
as MS Word, Excel, and popular
third party applications, then you
will probably want to give the HP
Windows CE palmtop PC a good
look. On the other hand if you still
use DOS (or maybe even Windows
3.11), you might want to wait.
Windows CE machines will not
run DOS applications and will not
link to or synchronize with
Windows 3.x or Windows NT systems.
Third, a wealth of third party
solutions have emerged to support
the mature HP 200LX Pc. Many of
us have customized our Palmtop
and know the machine inside out.
It will take some time before the

Time to trade
In the HP ZOO LX?

How does the HP 200LX and
700LX fit into the equation. Should
we give up our HP Palmtop as
soon as the HP Windows CE
machine (or one of its competitor's)
come out? It depends.
First of all, it depends on how
good the first release is. My guess
is that it will be on par with the
original HP 95LX, maybe even a little better. The HP 95LX was a
breakthrough-machine with Lotus
1-2-3 built-in and a useable set of
PIMs (personal information management software). The machine
itself was a little buggy, too limited
in memory and PC card support,
sported DOS but only in 40
columns, and PIMs that could have
been stronger. However, there was
nothing like it on the marketplace
and gadget fans as well as those
who could envision the practical
potential of such a device were
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and write messages off line, saving on
connect charges and phone bills. acClS is
the only CompuServe access program that is
designed specifically for your HP Palmtop computer. By using acCIS to join the HPHAND forum on
CompuServe you can correspond directly with palmtop
. experts and programmers from around the world and easily download
software directly to your Palmtop. In addition to the palmtop version,
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a few characters. The suggestions are
displayed In a box on the screen. You can
ignore the suggestion and keep on typing, or
accept it with the press ofa single key, and
QUICK/LX wlll finish the word. QUICK/LX can
=a:lso=ble~uscedltotypos
correct your most common
I QUICK/LX works in
programs under the System
Manager and in text-mode DOS
applications. QUICK/LX can
even be used to enter Macros
bO)(l~: ~~:,.~r=~s o~o:i~ the 8UVV8St.ion when
that work in both the System
Manager and DOS (unlike the
built-in System Macros.)
'suggestion made by
QUICK/LX also comes with a
DOS
version for your desktop
Example q[using QUICK/LX in MEMO
computer.
~
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base of applications and vertical
solutions are available for this new
platform.
Fourth, you have to look at
your own temperament and attitude towards new technologies.
Many of us like to experiment with
new gadgets for their own sake
and to see if they can make us
more productive and effective .
Others of us like to wait until there
is a proven solution with lots of
third party support - let others do
the pioneering work and find the
bugs. Actually most of us live in
both camps. I still use DOS applications such as WordPerfect 5.1 and
Lotus 1-2-3 because I know the
products, they do almost everything I need on a day-to-day basis,
and I don't like taking the time to
learn new products. On the other
hand I couldn't wait to get my
hands on the original HP 95LX
(even apart from my professional
interest).
Finally, you must consider the
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920 HampShire. Road, Suite A
Westlake Village, CA 91361
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Visit us on the "Web" @: http:\\www.shier.com
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Now E-Mail & Faxing is Wireless & Effortless!
With the Personal Messenger 100D
PC Card from Motorola and the Ardis
and RadioMail services, you are free
to roam around the country and still
stay in touch!
You can send faxes and have full
two-way E-Mail capabiliry all
with~ut wires, ac.cess numbers,
speCial setup strings, long
distance or roaming charges.
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Palmtop Products
Telephone CordCard - Only $7.95
Also available from SHIER Systems & Software:
Custom cables to connect your lIP Palmtop Computer to a wide variety of serial
peripherals. Examples include: Pocket modems, serial printers (including the
Citizen PN60 and Pentax PocketJet.) Prices start at $35 - call for details.
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time you've invested in organizing
your data for the Palmtop. HP has
promised a data upgrade path for
HP Palmtop users at least for the
Phone and Appointment books.
That means you will be able to
import your most important HP
Palmtop data into the HP
Windows CE machine. How effortless the process is remains to be
seen and depends to some degree
on how compatible the underlying
database model for the HP
Windows CE machine is with the
HP 200LX. (HP 95LX users may
recall that the HP 100LX could read
HP 95LX phone book data.
However, since the HP 100LX and
200LX had more phone fields than
the HP 95LX, some of the translation had to be done by hand, by
cutting and pasting.)
In upcoming issues of The HP
Palmtop Paper we will examine in
detail the question of whether HP
100LX/200LX users should switch
to the HP Windows CE palmtop
Pc. In fact, the next issue will run
an interview with Khaw Kheng
Joo, the head of the HP handheld
division, which may shed some
light on the subject. In any event,
as soon as the product is introduced we will provide detailed
hands-on reviews of the new
Windows CE machine from the
point of view of existing Palmtop
users.

HP stili committed
to the 200LX

In the meantime HP continues to be
quite committed to the HP 200LX
platform. The announcement on
page 12 about the HP wireless solution using the Palmtop is one example of this commitment. That commitment is also shown by the fact
that HP is now actively targeting
specific markets such as medicine
and sales where the HP 200LX
today provides a practical, economic, proven solution. A final example
of HP's commitment to the HP
200LX was that HP demonstrated a
new Windows to HP 100LX/200LX
connectivity and synchronization
solution at the November Comdex

trade show. Expect more details
about this new HP Connectivity
product and its release date next
issue.

All in all next year will be an
interesting year for HP Palmtop
aficionados.

UP Provides IOO/200LX Palnttop Users with a
COinplete Two-Way Wireless E-lDail Solutions
By Rich Hall

As recent issues of The HP Palmtop
Paper have shown, wireless communications is a hot topic. Many mobile professionals chose the Palmtop for its
communications as well as organizational capabilities. But until recently,
using the Palmtop to communicate
with the outside world usually meant
physically connecting it to another
computer, or through a modem to a
phone line. The Palmtop's biggest
strength is its portability, and the need
for a physical link seemed to go against
its very nature.
HP and third party vendors
understood the Palmtop's potential
early on. The first issue of The HP
Palmtop Paper (Fall 1991) reviewed
Motorola's NewsStream Receiver, a
wireless receiver that connected to the
original HP 95LX via a docking cradle.
Two years ago HP introduced its HP
StarLink service, which included a PC
Card wireless receiver.
Finally, earlier this year, two new
wireless messaging cards were introduced: The Motorola Tango Pager and
the US Robotics/Megahertz AllPoints
Wireless PC Card. These cards differ
from earlier wireless solutions in that
they are two-way cards, allowing users
to send and receive messages without a
physical connection. (Users must also
have the appropriate software and subscribe to a compatible wireless messaging service. Both of these two-way
wireless messaging cards are reviewed
in the July/August 1996 issue and discussed in the 1996 PC Card Review.)
HP's Integrated Wireless Solutions
What HP has done is to combine the
necessary wireless cards, software, and
messaging services into integrated,
easy-to-use packages. The packages
provide Palmtop users with easy-touse setup and messaging software,
wireless modem card rental, and a
wireless network service provider, all
in one package.

12 THE HP PALMTOP PAPER NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1996

INDIVIDUAL PALMTOP USERS
This wireless Internet mail solution features e-mail software from Wynd
Communications, US Robotics
AllPoints Wireless PC card and RAM
Mobile Data's wireless network service. The service provides wireless email, fax, paging, text-to-speech messaging and the ability to interact with
Internet-based information services.
The retail wireless Internet mail
solution is expected to be available
November 4, through Wynd
Communications, phone: 800-549-2600.
It will cost $59.95 per month, which
will include the messaging service,
software, and rental of the AllPoints
card. The package will also be available
through Office Max, Office Depot,
Computer City, CompUSA and PC
Warehouse in major metropolitan areas
of the United States.
CORPORATE PALMTOP USERS
ARDIS, Motorola and RadioMail have
teamed up with HP's value-added
resellers to provide the reseller version
of the wireless Internet mail solution.
This wireless Internet mail solution
includes RadioMail's Internet mail software, ARDIS' wireless network and
rental of a wireless modem by
Motorola for the HP 200LX Palmtop
Pc. The solution provides Internet
mail, fax, paging, Web page access,
stock quotes and online news. The
reseller version is being offered to HP's
participating value-added resellers
nationwide, including Merisel, Ingram
and Gates Arrow.
Merisel can be reached at 800-637-4735. Ingram can
be reached at 800-456-8000. Gates Arrow can be
reached at 800-332-2222. Contact HP directly at 800443-1254 to locate the HP VAR reselier nearest you.
Information about HP's handheld products can be
found on the World Wide Web at
http://www.hp.com/handheld. Details on Wynd
Communications service may be found on
http://wynd.com/nowires.

This section lists new products
of interest to users of the HP
Palmtop pes . New Products
includes descriptions of hardware, software, books, videos,
training and service offerings.
Prices listed in this section are
suggested retail. You may be
able to get the products for less
if you shop around.
HP Palmtop Paper Staff

HARDWARE
INPUT / OUTPUT

Signifi«!ant Pri«!e
Redudion on
Do«!king Station
frOID E.£oID.
International
The R/F Palmstation Plus
docking station is now available at $895, reduced from
$1495. A Palmtop fits into
the station allowing communications and battery charging without additional cards
or cables. This leaves your
card slot free for a PC card.
The PalmStation Plus
includes both a wireless
modem and
wireline
modem to facilitate Internet
transactions. It also has an
RS 232 serial I/O port to
connect to a computer.
Weight without the Palmtop
is 1.71bs.
Using the PalmStation
Plus gives 10 to 12 hour battery life before recharging.
This product is manufactured
by
E.Com,
International, formerly
known as EnBloc, Inc. It is
distributed by EduCALe.
Pricing .... . .. .. . ........... $895
CONTACT: (Distributor) EduCALC,
27953 Cabot Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA
92671, USA; Phone: 800-677-7001 or
714-582-2631,' Fax: 714-582-1445.
Contact: (Manufacturer) £ Com, Inc.,

7737 S.W Cirrus Dr., Beaverton, OR,
97008, USA; Phone: 503-671-9900;
Fax: 503-646-0388.

SOFTWARE

K@ Consultants, 681 South Street,
Shrewsbury, MA 01545, USA; Phone:
603-551-5544;
E-mail:
pr@skyscape.com;
Internet:
http://www.skyscape.comlk2
DIH can be downloaded as a Windows
file set at: http://www.1stopsoft.com.
Check the PALM TOP pages.

HEALTH CARE

K2 £onsultants
Offer Lexi-£oIDp's
Drug InforlDation
Handbook

FREEWARE &
SHAREWARE
MISC .

K2 Consultants, Inc. is now
offering Lexi-Comp's Drug
Information Handbook
(DIH) for the Palmtop. The
DIH is a hand-held drug
information system extracted from Lexi-Comp's vast
drug database. By using
DIH on the Palmtop, physicians or pharmacists will
have instant access to clinical information on over 3500
common drugs.
The Drug Information
Handbook consists of hundreds of interlinked monographs utilizing Advanced
Reference
Technology
(ART) for DOS. Indexes
cover generic drug name,
brand drug name and drug
classifica tion.
The product can also be
used to identify potential
drug interactions or drug-disease contra indications, and
review pregnancy, geriatric
and pediatric precautions.
The DIH is currently
being sold exclusively over
the Internet at IStop
Software. The company has
extended it's introductory
offer of $84.95 until
December 31, 1996 due to
customer response.
Pricing: ...$84.95 alone or in a bundle
with Outlines in Clinical Medicine from
K2 and Outlines Inc., for $199.95
(For details on Outlines in Clinical
Medicine see p. 10 of May/June HP
Palmtop Paper.)
Contact: Sandeep Shah, President,

PDTDUMP.ZIP iJ
for Re«!overing
DaIDaged PO«!ket
Qui«!ken Files
This program writes QIF
(Quicken
Interchange
Format) files from damaged
PDT (Pocket Quicken Data)
files. It allows you to recover
transactions from files that
Pocket Quicken won't open.
Type: Freeware
Location: CpmpuServe 's HPHAND
Forum,Library 11

S£ALE_LX.P£X iJ
£reates a Ruler
Turn your expensive palmtop into a ruler! Bring the
image produced by this program to the screen with a
PCX viewer and measure
from the edge of your
Palmtop's case. SCALE_LX.
PCX is based on the original
idea of Takero "Taroken"
Nakamura. Metric versions
are also available with the
file name SCALES.ZIP in the
same locations.
Type: Freeware
Location: CompuServe's HPHAND
Forum, Library 11.

LXPI£.ZIP iJ Fast
and Tiny Pidure
Viewer
LxPic (now up to version
2.3) displays color pictures
in simulated shades of grey
on monitors in B&W mode.
It is specially designed for
the HP Palmtops (95/100/
200LX) but also runs on any
desktop (EGA, VGA, CGA
support).
It was written in assembly language to be fast and
small (only 7K) . LxPic
processes graphical files
including BMP,GIF,ICN and
PCX files of any kind. BMP
and PCX files may have 2, 4,
256 colors or 24-bit color.
Type: Freeware
Location: CompuServe's HPHAND
Forum, Library 11 and on
http://w3.one.net /-hamm/stuff/

UPGRADES
and UPDATES
UTILITIES

Version 2 of V£lo«!k
Now Available iii
Visible Clock (VClock2.ZIP)
is an HP-200LX systemmanager-compliant application which displays the time
of day in characters large
enough to see without
squinting. Version 2 provides three large font sizes
and also allows seconds to
be displayed.
Visible Clock can also
be an audible clock if you
want: you can set it to chime
on the hour or quarter-hour.
Version 2 allows a selection
of chime sounds, including
a user-defined sound.
In addition to displaying the current time of day
in very big characters, you
can also use it as a stop-

THE HP PALMTOP PAPER NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1996 13

watch or a timer, to view
elapsed or remaining time in
the same very big characters.
Because VClock is "system-manager compliant" it
can be started and used
along with all other systemmanager compliant applications, including other add-in
system-manager applications . You can switch
between these applications
without quitting any of
them, and when you return
to an application, you are
returned right where you
were when you left.
Type: ... .. ........... .Shareware.
Registration fee: ............ . .$15
Location: CompuServe's HPHANO
Forum, Library 11 or via
ftp.lleddie.mit.edu or ftp://ftp.monash
.edu.au/pub/pa/mtops

DATABASE

DBView 2.0 Upgrade
of UP100/200LX
Database Viewer
DBView (DBV.ZIP) i j is a
GDB/PDB database file
viewer, having the same
look & feel of System
Manager's database application. This version has builtin database. Its fast database
search capabilities make it
an excellent choice for those
with large Phone or Database files.
Type: ... . .... . ... . ..... Freeware
Location: CompuServe's HPHAND
Forum, Library 11.

CORRECTIONS
(;orred GDSPELL
Web Site
The correct Web s ite for
GDSPELL is http: / / www
.os2bbs.com/ malka / hp.htm
instead of what was listed in
Vol. 5 No.5, p . 55, which

listed an extra word in the
address.

I(;E200 Web Site
To locate software on
Mitchell Hamm's Internet
server, including ICE200,
HP FAX107, and others, use:
http://w3.one.net/-hamm
/ stuff/ OR ftp:/ / lakecumberland.com / pub / . This
will bring you to directories
of software on his site.

INTERNET
UP Pabntop E-Mail
Mailing List
The HP Palmtop Mailing
List began operating
September 12, 1996. This list
is dedicated to discussing all
aspects of the HP Palmtop.
There are already over 250
members from all over the
world trading tips and
exchanging programs.
The list is available in
two versions:
Interactive - Each e-mail
sent to the list is immediately resent to all list members.
This is a better option if you
want to participate in the
discussions, but your e-mail
box can fill quickly.
To subscribe, send an email to: majordomo@lakecumberland. com. In the
message body enter: subscribe hplx.
Digest - Each e-mail sent to
the list is collected and
stored until the "digest"
reaches a certain size or age.
The digests are then sent out
as single e-mail messages on
the average of once daily.
To subscribe, send an
email to: majordomo@lakecumberland. com . In the
message body enter: subscribe hplx-digest

HP PALMTOP USERGROUPS
Those interested in participating in an HP
Palmtop users group should contact the following individuals. Send us contact information formatted as below if you wish to be
added as a contact for a users group in your
area. Some of the individuals listed offer
Palmtop advice but may not be organizing
an official users group.
HP Palmtop Worldwide User Group News
-- Send material about User Group activities
to .Conrad Cox at the San Francisco, CA
USA User Group. (E-mail: 76164.467@compuserve.com).
ARGENTINA _. Buenos Aires: Miguel Angel
Misseri; Email: 73070.3665@compuserve
.com. Cordoba: Paul Nani; Phone: 54-51715649; E-mail: pnani@sLcordoba.com.ar
Arlington, VA I Washington, DC (USA) -Rick Shaddock, c/o Computer Instructors
Corporation, Phone; 703-486-2222; E-mail:
nck@cicorp.com
Atlanta, GA (USA) -- A.K. Avasthi, Phone:
770-471-1389.
AUSTRAILIA - Dr. Barry Collins; c/o
Forensic Science Center; Phone: 08-2267700; E-mail: admin@forensic.sa.gov.au

JAPAN _. Georg O. P. Eschert; Phone: 040
12 06980; Fax: 0249 21 4050. (Languages:
German, English and Japanese)
Los Angeles, CA (USA) -- David Shier at
805-371-9391; Fax: 805-371-9391; Email:
david@shier.com;
Web
site:
hllp:/lwww.shier.com
Manhattan, Kansas (USA) -- Marietha
Wilson; Phone: 913-532-9775.
MEXICO -- Francisco Bricio; Phone: (3) 684
1317;
E-mail:
74174.1442@compuserve.com
Minneapolis, MN (USA) -- Beth Silverwater,
Phone: 612-541-5631; Fax: 612-541-5636; E
mail: 73502.3645@compuserve.com
New Jersey/New York (USA) -- Stanley
Dobrowski; Phone: 201-807-5857 (work); Email: 76711.2302@compuserve.com
NEW ZEALAND -- Jonathan H S Cheng;
Office Phone: (025) 343-570; E-Mail: paladin@ihug.co.nz
Oklahoma City, OK (USA) -- Richard B.
Meek; Phone: 405-842-1267.

Cleveland, OH (USA) -- Craig de Fasselle,
c/o MEM, Inc., 4702 East 355th St.,
Willoughby, OH 44094.

Orono, Maine (USA) -- University Palmtop
User's Group; E-mail: palmtop@tree.net;
Web Site: http://www.tree.neVpalmtop

Boston, MA (USA) -- Bryan Krauthamer;
Phone: 617 374 9600 x 197 (work); Fax:
617-374-9620; CompuServe 10: [70444,41J.

PANAMA I LATIN AMERICA -- Aviran
Yanir; Phone: 507 4410442; Fax: 507-4410473; Email: aViran@palmtop.com

BRAZIL -- 95/100/200LX users in Brazil,
contact: Marcos L. Pedroza, Rua Trairi 647
Ap 104 B, 59020 150 Natal, RN BRAZIL;
Internet mail: mpedroza@summer.com.br;
Phone: 55 84 211 6162

PHtLIPPINES -- Carlos: Caliwara; Phone:
(632) 8906229 to 36, extensions 120 & 121;
Fax:
(632)
9285635;E-mail:
lawl@mail.ph.net

Charleston, SC (USA) -- 95/100/200LX
users in South Carolina, contact: Ron Rivers,
P.O. Box 31284, Charleston, SC 29417
1284; Phone: 800-864-8444; CompuServe
10: [75023,441DENMARK- Jesper E. Sigg; Phone: 45 17
23 66 or 40 58 23 66; E-mail:
100660.3503@compuserve.com.

Phoenix and Tuscon, AZ (USA) -- Cory L.
Curtis; Phone: 602·930-9661; Fax 602-9308554;
E-mail:
102010.632@compuserve.com or palmtops@starlink.com
PORTUGAL -- PPTUG; Phone/Fax: 351-12597216;
Internet:
sulplano@individual.eunel.pt

Denver, CO (USA) -- Bill Hoettgen; Phone:
303-933-0023; Fax: 303-971-0347.

Richmond, VA (USA) -- John Haskell;
Phone: 804-288-6073 (work); E-mail:
[70750.1243

Detroit, MI (USA) -- Jeff Zorn; Phone: 313
489 1855 or Louis Peeples, SI. Clair Shores,
M148080; Phone: 313-777-9390.

San Diego, CA (USA) -- Don Williams;
Phone: 619-452-6267 or 619-546-8166; E
mail: donw@cts.com

FRANCE -- Olivier Della Valle; Phone: (1) 43
53 95 67;E-mail: 101533.160@compuserve.com

San Francisco, CA (USA) -- Conrad Cox e
maiI76164.467@compuserve.com

GERMANY -- Eckart Prinz; Phone/Fax: +49
6151376065.

StNGAPORE -- Chaikin Koon; 334-B King
George's Avenue, SINGAPORE 208571; Email: chaikin@pacific.nel.sg

GERMANY I LUXEMBOURG -- Gilles Kohl;
E-mail: 100114.3146@compuserve.com;
Phone: +49 721 69 36 55 (after 6 p.m.
Central European time).

SWEDEN -- Kent Illemann; E-mail:
Kent.lllemann@eca.ericsson.se;
or
10077 5.2027 @compuserve.com;
Telephone/Fax: 08- 611 4885; Mobile: 0707155566

GREECE
Athens: Stavros D.
Zacharakos; Phone: (+3 01) 8050041;
Mobile Phone: (+3) 093 254 717 24hrs.; Fax:
(+301) 8050041...Galatsi: John Tatsiramos,
c/o TAFARM, Phone: (01) 29.17.401; Fax:
(01) 29.28.174.

SWITZERLAND -- Alexander Gutfeldt;
Landoltstrasse 28, CH-3007, Berne,
Switzerland; E-mail: 100527.2461 @compuserve.com; or gutfeldt@msmail
.advd.unibe.ch

HOLLAND/BELGIUM -- Mister G. Dongs;
Phone: +31 75 6 704205; Email:
74064.173@compuserve.com

TURKEY -- Ahmet G. Ozisik; Phone: (212)
227 52 00 (ext. 239); Email:
aozisik@ibm.net

Houston, TX (USA) -- Houston Area
Palmtop Users Group; Phone: 713-7770868; E-mail: horacek@iapc.net

UKRAINE -- Linetskvy V. Oleg; Phone:
(051) 36 73 51 3673 13; Fax: (051) 24 41
25.

INDONESIA -- Dirk H. Eversbert, c/o P.T.
Austindo Mitratama, Mr. Elman Sunarlio, JI.
Gunung Sahari 2/6E, Jakarta 10610,
INDONESIA.

UNITED KINGDOM -- Isleworth,
Middlesex: Michael A. Brown, MBA Group,
Phone: 0181 8473777; Fax: 0181 5682402.
Farnborough, Hampshire: David Hodges;
E-mail: w.mier@ic.ac.uk

ITALY -- Stefano Gigli; Phone: 071 36845
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or 071 200916; Fax: 071 200916; E-mail:
sgigli@mbox.voLit

The list's homepage can be
found at: http://www.lakecumberland.com/hplist.htm
1. The homepage has webbased list controls and a
complete set of searchable
archives for past postings.

AlDeri~a

Online
Offers New Pri~e
Strudure and
Pabntop Sear~h Tool
Starting December 1,
America Online will offer a
standard, flat rate, monthly
plan of unlimited use of
AOL and the Internet for
$19.95. The service will also
offer a "bring-your-ownaccess" rate of $9 .95 for
those who already have an
Internet connection. A light
usage rate is available as
well. Full details are available on AOL's PDA Forum

"News Updates" or by contacting the company at 800827-6364 or 703-893-6288.
Searching AOL
from the Palmtop
AOL's PDA Forum staff
(Craig deFasselle, Jeff Zorn,
and Larry Finch) has adapted an AOL-to-DOS interface
specifically for the HP
Palmtop.
AOL for the HP will
run on a 2MB or more
100/200LX from the C:
drive, from a combination
modem/memory card, or
from a memory card with an
external pocket modem. It
provides access to e-mail,
chats, and many (but not all)
AOLforums.
There are two versions
of the interface, both of
which are available from the
PDA Forum Quick Tips
Center, HP button. For ver-

sion 1.6 Ii of the AOL for
the Palmtop (MS-DOS
"client") open tip 002 to
read the instructions and
download the program. For
version 1.0, go to tip 042. Tip
071 has a chart of keyboard
shortcut keys.

Musetull Web Site
The Museum of HP
Calculators Web site has
classified ads and HP related information including
pictures (GIF) files .

Location: http://www.teleport
.. com/-dgh/ads.htm

Communication Details:
Version 1.0 supports only
2400 bps communications,
but is otherwise fully functional. Version 1.6 supports
speeds up to 9600 bps on
Sprintnet (but not AOLNET), but the screens were
designed for VGA display
and sometimes the bottoms
of them get cut off when
running on the HP. This is a
visual problem only, as the
screens are still fully functional. With a little bit of
experimentation it is possible to learn to navigate
using the HP keyboard.

Grabber ProgralD i j
Captures Pabntop
S~reens for Use in
Web Pages (Or
Printed Pages.
Grabber (GRABBR.ZIP) is a
shareware utility for transforming Palmtop screens
into graphic files that can be
displayed on printed or electronic pages. Some Web Site
builders are using Grabber
to create screen demos on
their Palmtop-related Web
pages.
Location: http://w3.one.netl -hamm
IPa/mtop.htm/

The EduCALC Catalog-FHEEfor One Year
Cutting Edge Products to Enhance your HP Palmtop!
Memory in Flash

=

=
:5:':::5,,5:

==.::. .=e
5P~

Expand your HP
Palmtop's memory
with high-quality
PC Card technology
at an affordable price.
Whether you require
only a few extra megabytes or 40 megs, mM
flash cards are your solution. Built-in data
compression provides up to 80MB RAM for
your palmtop.
#342M [3MB/6MB Flash] •••••••••••••••••• $199
#3424A [5MB/10MB Flash] •••••••••••••••• $259
#3425A [10MBI20MB Flash] •••••.•.••••.• $419
#3426A [20MB/40MB Flash] •••••••••••••• $739
#3427A [30MB/60MB Flash] •••••••••••••• $999
#3428A [40MBI80MB Flash] •••••••••••• $1239

EduCALC
27983 Cabot Road
Laguna Niguel, OA 92677
Call for more info -

714.582.2637

Wireless Access
Experience the freedom and power of portable
wireless palmtop communication. You can now
reach anyone, anywhere, who has an email address, fax machine or RF messaging devicewireless and from your HP Palmtop!
#3422 [Motorola Wireless Modem] •.• $699
#10020A [EnBloc PalmStation+] ..••• $1495

Your Name in Silver
Personalize your palmtop with this self-adhesive
nameplate-it installs quickly in the recess on
the back of your machine. Just give us up to 24
characters and allow two weeks for delivery.
#2786 [Nameplate] ............................ $4.95

EduCALC is your place to
find all the newest, hottest
technology for your
Hewlett-Packard Palmtop!
Call us today

800.713.6526
Check us out on the World Wide Web:
http://www.educalc.com
HP 1001200LX tneI110IY upgrade now available! Call for details

Palmtop Printing
~~"''''
.
~~
_ .OTIZEN~~
__
~

Print anywhere with your palmtop. These plain
paper printers have great resolution (360 dpi)
and allow you to print last minute, life saving
charts and graphs-in color. Designed for
today's professionals on the go, these small
(1O"x2"x1.85"), featherweight (1.1 lb.) portables fit in your briefcase and deliver laser
quality printing. 2 pp per min on transparencies, cut sheet or letterhead. The economical
PN50 gives you approximately 30 text pages on
black cartridge (requires serial/parallel converter with HP serial cable). The versatile PN60
model gives you a color option as well-print
3-5 pages using color cartridge.
#PNSO [PN50 Printer] •••••••••••••••••••• $249.95
#PN60 [PN60 Printer] •••••••••••••••••••• $349.95
#3289 [NiCad Battery] ••••••••••••••••••••. $78.95
#3290 [Car Adapter] •••••••.•••••••••••••.•• $44.95
#3061 [Palmtop Cable] ....................$34.95
#GA935 [SIP Converter] .................. $54.95
#3292 [2 black Ink Cartridges] ..........$8.95
#3293 [2 color ink Cartridges] ........$13.95
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Project Management
on the HP Palmtop
Take a look at a number of programs to help
you manage projects - they all work on the
HP Palmtop!
By Ed Keefe

REV lEW

runs on the HP Palmtop. I've also
included a brief glossary of project
management terms (see sidebar,
page 22).

Project Management
Software for the HP
Palmtop
There are quite a few project management related software programs
available. This article focuses on
those that I've tested on the HP
Palmtop. A more complete list of
PM software programs, including
versions that run from Windows, is
found in PROJ.ZIP described
above.

The Mainline Program
If you're looking for an inexpen-

Project management began with
the creation described in the Old
Testament. The timeline was seven
days. The first day's activity was
the creation of night and day, the
second day's activity was the creation of heaven, and so on. The
project was finished on time - the
individual managing the project
had exceptional capabilities!
Mankind attempts projects on
a much smaller scale, but the basic
principles of project management
still apply. Something's got to get
done by a certain date, and someone's got to do it. We've developed
sophisticated methods to help us
plan and manage projects. We've
even developed computer programs to help.
An article on project management techniques is beyond the
scope of The HP Palmtop Paper. The
subject deserves (and probably
has) its own newsletter. If you're
interested in the discipline of project management you can take a
look at PROJ.ZIP i j on this issue's
HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK and on
Thaddeus Computing's Web site:
www.thaddeus.com. It contains an

HTML document that more completely discusses project management techniques. You might also
look at How To Plan Any Project: A
Guide For Teams (And Individuals),
2nd Edition, written by Thomas C.
Belanger. This is a stand alone
planning tool for projects, a companion to any project management
software package. The Guide uses
sample projects from sales, marketing, engineering and manufacturing, as well as a plan for a departmental summer outing to demonstrate a proven, step-by-step
process for planning projects of all
sizes. (Contact the Stearling
Planning Group at 508-422-6611, or
planner@tiac.com.
This article looks at some of the
project management software that
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sive text-based program that will
run on both the HP Palmtop and a
desktop computer and you want a
PM tool that is simple to learn and
use, then Mainline i j may be what
you're looking for.
Mainline uses a Gantt chart
paradigm. The time scales across
the top of the worksheet can be
toggled between a weekly and
daily format. You can scroll the
screen down for more activities.
There's also a way to change the
text and background colors.
Mainline figures out the critical
path from the start and finish times
and lets you move from one activity to another along the critical path
by pressing the + or - keys.
Mainline can create a few reports
that are saved to disk as ASCII text
files. There's not much else that

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

A long time contributor to Hewlett-Packard Handheld
support publications, Ed Keefe is an author, editor, programmer, computer science instructor, and part-time consultant in the computer industry. Ed's articles appear in
The HP Palmtop Paper. He is also the editor of the book PC
In Your Pocket: Information When You Need It.
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Sample screen from the Mainline program

Mainline can do. It works fairly
well on a high-speed desktop but,
on the HP Palmtop, the performance is sluggish.
Note: the shareware version of
Mainline supports only 20 tasks
per project. The registered version
will let you have up to 150. Also, in
the shareware version, the search
menu option is disabled. If you
need more than the maximum of 20
tasks per project, you may want to
pay a few more dollars and get
ProTracs Professional (described
below).
Mainline is shareware, $29.95,
and is available from Minuteman
Systems, P.O. Box 152, Belmont, MA.
02178, Service Telephone (617)489-

5639
ProTracs Professional
ProTracs i j is a mid-level project
management program. It will not
accommodate planning and tracking complex business projects. But
if your needs are not super sophisticated, it should let you plan and
track as many projects as you and
your department can handle. It's
relatively fast and easy to use.
ProTracs documentation comes
in a pamphlet-style booklet of 30
pages. A separate sheet of paper
gives instructions on how to install
and run the program on the
Palmtop. The instructions are not
too clear on what it takes to run the
program, however. They list 3 different ways to run the program.

1) from Filer -- however, to get this
to work you'll need to close all
other applications, otherwise you'll
get an error message which will
not indicate what went wrong. 2)
from Application Manager--however you'll have to append "1 512"
on the end of the Path field in the
setup screen in App Manager.
Even then, ProTracs will only run if
you eliminate all your TSRs and
other driver programs. The program apparently needs all the
memory it can get. 3) from the DOS
prompt. This is the preferred way
to run the program. Exit System
Manager by pressing I!J Menu A
I .Enter. Switch to the directory
that holds the ProTracs files, type
protracs on the command line and
press IENTERI.
When you start ProTracs an
opening screen appears briefly
while the program loads. Then you
are presented with either an empty
data entry screen or one that shows
the data from your previous use of
the program.

ACT USER
ACTIUITY
~b~
NO.
FLD
DESCRIPTION
-1-- --2-- ------------3------------ -41
START
Acqure hook(s) on HTML
2
3
Check out ISPs us CIS
4
Acqure Web Editor
S
Acqui~e Weh B~owse~
6
Sign up fo~ HTML cou~se
7
Acqi~e G~aphics p~o~~aM
10
~iA~~thGC~RK~~e~ye OMepa
11
Read chapte~s ~-2 of hook
12
13
E:i~~nh~:~~~n~!eW~:hP~Srt
14
lS
Lea~n how to use Weh B~ow
MAXIMUM TASKS: 1100
WEBPAGE
CURRENT TASKS:
28
Fl-FILE
F6-STATUS REPORTS
F2-TASK
F7-GANTT CHARTS
F3-ADD BELOW F8-PROJECT DEFINITIONS
F4 - DEL~UNDEL
~t9~~~~~LT
DEFINITIONS
FS-UT I LIT I ES

I

The screen below shows the
first fifteen tasks in a Web page creation project with which I was
involved. Press the down arrow
key to scroll through the rest of the
tasks. In this case, the Activity
Descriptions came from a Project
KickStart data file. All the dates
and Responsibility Codes (RSP)
have to be entered manually. This
is the tedious part of using the program. However, ProTracs expedites this chore by letting you enter
"8/1" as a date and then expanding it automatically. Neat!
The lower left portion of the
screen presents a legend of function key use. The FlO key will get
you a screen of help. The F5 function key will open a menu that will
let you use a built in calculator
(oddly there are no date functions
built in), scroll through the calendar, or toggle the color on and off.
There are seven different
reports that ProTracs can generate.
The reports are all patterned on the
data entry screen. You can route
the reports to either the screen, a
printer or to a disk file. Since the
reports are saved as ASCII text
files, the best way to print them is
to send them to a disk file, transfer
the files to a desktop PC, import
them into a word processor for
reformatting and then print them.
Like most project management
programs, ProTracs can produce
Gantt charts (see glossary, page 22).
Shown on the top of the next page
is one of the four possible Gantt
charts (with date from the Web page
creation project). This chart is based
RSP S~~IR¥LE SC~~CULE ~~~~~L
A~~HAL~
-S- ---6---- ---7---- ---8---- ---9---EMK 08~01~96 08~02~96 08~01~96 08~01~96
EMK 08~01~96 08~06~96 0S~01~96 08~04~9~

~=~ ~I~~~~;~ ~I~~~~;f ~B~~~~;~ ~1~~~~9~
08~01~96
08~91~96 08~01~96 08~01~;t
08~03~96 08~09~96 08~03~96 08~04~96

E=K
E K
EMK
EMK
EMK

08~04~96

08~0S~96 08~0S~96

08~06~9~

08~02~96

08~0S~96

08~06~96

08~04~96

08~08~96

08~02~96

08~04~96 08~09~9~

~=~ ~I~~~~;~ ~I~~;~;~ ~H~~~~;~ ~B~~~~;~I
. ._;_=y~96
4

~
2S

S
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

1:

8
lS
22
29

z~

9
16
23
30

10
17
24
31

ProTracs Data Entry Screen.
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REVIEWS: Project Management software
CURRENT SEQUENCE
DURATION:
28
TASKS:
28
NAME: WEBPAGE 1
S
START
Acqure hook< 5 fil ·
Check out ISP ·--x- •
Acqure Web Ed
Acquire Web B
Sign up for H

Acqil'e G:raphi

fl!:A

JIM ~GCf.l1fi~

Read chapters
Design Person
Learn how to

Learn how to
DESIGN
Meet with Web
Wroite text Ma

1

iii

AUGUST ' 96
1
2
S
iii

3
1 1

S

SEPTEMBER ' 96
1
1
2
iii
S
iii

3

2
S

iii

Jt :

xx----.

.xx
x--·x

X---.X
X--X·

xx- •

..--- ..
.---

Select oX' pro

F1-LOCATE DATA

2
S

F2-LONG DESC

F3-Z00M

FS-GUN SIGHTS

Esc-EXIT

F11i1-HELP

ProTracs Gantt chart screen showing the Web page creation project's Current Schedule.

on the Current Schedule. (See
screen, next page.)
The bottom of the screen indicates what the function keys will
do. For example, the F2 key will
temporarily widen the first column
so you can see more of the activity
description. The F3 key, called
ZOOM, actually toggles between a
monthly and a yearly view of the
chart. The highest resolution you
can get in ProTracs is the monthly
view. You can't have it display as a
weekly or a daily view. The F5 key
creates a cross hair on the screen.
You can move the cross hair to the
start or end of an activity and press
Ctrl + FI or Ctrl + F2 to adjust the
start and end times of the activity.
However, this is tricky to do on a
Palmtop, and will take some practice.
WHAT PROTRACS WON'T DO
ProTracs is best thought of as a
tracking tool. It will let you track
the progress of activities and people. You could also use it as a deadline management tool, since it will
let you see what has been done and
what is still left to be done.
ProTracs omits such features as
PERT charts and milestone charts.
It does not deal directly with multiple resources such as money and
equipment. For these features
you'll need to look to high-end PM
tools.
ProTracs: Professional costs
$49.94 and is produced by:
Experience In Software, Inc., 2000

Hearst Avenue, Suite 202, Berkeley,
CA, 94709-2176, USA.; Phone: 800678-7008 or 510-644-0694; Fax: 510644-3823.

Project KickStart
Project KickStart claims that it can
have you developing your project
in 30 minutes or less. Unlike the
other PM programs mentioned in
these documents, KickStart is really
a project organizer. Its sole purpose
is to help you get your ideas down.
There are no fancy frills to this program: it simply works.
The KickStart program contains a small on-screen tutorial
which is available the first time you
run the program. The main menu
presents several choices. The first
few of these choices do the same
thing: let you organize your ideas
about a project. After you've
named your project, you can
choose to break the project into
phases. Within the phases you can

Reports /

key in the sub-tasks, as is shown
below.
If you've done projects similar
to the one you're just starting you
can use previous KickStart files as
the basis for this one. If you're a
goal-oriented person, you can organize your tasks around the goals
for the project.
On the other hand, if you're a
firm believer in Murphy's Law,
you can even use KickStart to try
and beat Murphy at his own game
by organizing your project with the
"Develop tasks by anticipating
obstacles" choice from the Main
Menu.
PRINTING REPORTS /
TRANSFERRING FILES
KickStart lets you print reports of
your work either to the screen, to a
disk file or to a printer. I didn't test
the printing capability of the program on my Palmtop. I was able to
save the reports to several disk files
and transfer those files to my desktop. Since the reports are straight
ASCII text files, they can be imported into all word processors for further formatting and printing.
One of the more interesting
features of Project KickStart is its
ability to translate its files into the
formats used by other project management programs, including:
InstaPlan, MS Project for Windows,
Project Scheduler, On Target,
Primavera, ProTracs Professional,
SuperProject, Time Line, and Lotus
Agenda.
Project KickStart costs $49.94
and is available from: Experience In

File transfers.

¥ou can print any of the reports listed below~ or you can transfer the
inforMatIon to use with other project ManageMent software.
Select one:
Task list and assignMents
Task list
AssignMents tor eueryone
AssignMents tor certain indiuiduals

r~~~,~«a~eoPle inuolued

ARROWS Moue highlight

F11i1 Moues on

ESC £or MAIN MENU

F1 £or HELP

Project KickStart lets you organize your tasks around the goals of the project.
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Futuro 30
Futuro 20 $ 43.95
When your hands need to be
tree ...
Use this case on your belt or
shoulder strap and carry your
. HP Palmtop solely. Space
provided at the bottom 01 the
case lor two spare batterlesl

$ 39.95

!he SMALLEST case available now comes with a hand strap that can be
tucked away when not needed. Protect your palmtop with this beautiful
zippered case, and carry It In your suit pocket.
-DlmensJons: 6.5' X 3.75' X 1.25'
( 16.5 X 9.5 X 3.2 ems)
Snap your HP Palmtop In place with an opHonal plastic tray. Only

$ 5.00

- Dimensions; 7.5' x 3.7" x 1.4"
(19 x 9.4 x 3.5 ems)

Futuro 50

$ 44.95

!hIs practical and small case Is Ideal lor
your palmtop. It holds money, credit
cards, PCMCIA cards and a Mont Blanc
s/zepen.

Futuro 55 $ 52.95
The Most Complete Executive Solution
your
OmniGos or HP Palmtops. This beautiful and

-Dimensions: Futura 50: 6.88' X 4.25' X 1.50'
(17.5 X 10.8 X 3.8 ems)

~~~~~~~~~a:~~ '1t:,;tg:r.,:Jffg~~!O~:he

Snap your HP Palmtop In pface with an optional
plastic ~ay. Only $ 5.00

PCMCIA cards, an elastic compartment for 2
AA batteries, can hold a wireless paging
receiver, and many essential traveling
documents. It also holds one Mont Blanc size
pen and has a hand strap that can be tucked
away when not needed.
-Dimensions:
7.88' X 4.25' X 1.50'
(20.0 X 10.8 X 3.8 ems)

Snap your HP Palmtop In
place with an opttonal
plastfc ~. Only $ 5.00

Futuro 100

$ 64.95

:,:g::~/~a;e~~~z~~~8',:~:~.:,:~

calculators. 'ROldS many credit cards,
PCMCIA cards, 2 pens and documen/s.
A free notepad Is Included. Available
In two colors· BurgundY and Black

Futuro 60

$ 54.95

::;

l'Iotect your palmtop with this small and
beautiful dual section case. It comes

=~ ~n:O'tf.tgg:~~~re

money, many credit and PCMCIA cards
- Dimensions: 6.5' X 3.75' X 1.75'
(16.5 X 9.5 X 4A ems)
• Regular $ 60.00

Snap your HP Palmtop In place with an optional
plastfc ~. Only $ 5.00

CALIFORNIA ORDERS ADD TAX 7.25 %

REVIEWS: Project Management software

Software, Inc., 2000 Hearst Avenue,
Suite 202, Berkeley, CA, 94709-2176,
USA; Phone: 800-678-7008 or 510644-0694; Fax: 510-644-3823.

Project: VISION
Project: VISION also works on both
a desktop computer and the HP
Palmtop. Its unique feature is the
way it views the relationships of
the various activities that make up
a project. It alone of all the PM software tools lets you zoom the display to go from an almost indecipherable overview of the project to
a full-screen view of single activities.
You can view the screen as if it
were a spreadsheet made up of
rows and columns. Each cell actually contains a record of an activity,
which includes text information
along with date fields, cost fields
and links to other fields, shown by
the connecting lines. You can scroll
the display to the left and right and
up and down to bring different
parts of the project into view. You

hl=

§ ~
'-<

11
A:=i :Clus:'tr

Parallel

The Critical Path of a house building project.

can move, copy, or delete single
cells or whole blocks of cells in
Project: VISION. You can even
attach a memo to each cell.
The spreadsheet turns out to be
a PERT chart with the critical path
shown as darkened cells or cells
with their ID labels darkened,
depending on the zoom level.
PROJECT: VISION HELP AND TUTORIAL
Project: VISION comes with a file
project file called HELP.NET which
you can load. It contains all the

~.~

'=' ~lii

~

Project: VISION -

-

'=

'IT'

P

I"

lu J
J

-<:;>

;:;:: f.1

First level zoom
of a steel mill project
shows an overview.
On an HP Palmtop
the! key activates ~
the pull-down menu.

Clus1:eX'5 Press: F10

/

Project: VISION -

First-level zoom .

Project: VISION -

Third-level zoom.

Third level zoom
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functions of the program. Each of
the cells has a memo field that contains a description of the function
and what it does.
PROJECT: VISION CHARTS AND REPORTS
Project: VISION goes beyond such
programs as ProTracs Pro and
Mainline to create both Gantt
charts and resource usage histograms. The View I Barchart
menu option will show you a Gantt
chart in the upper part of the
screen and a resource histogram in
the lower part. The charts can be
zoomed in and out to show a yearat-a-glance, a monthly view and a
daily view of the project. Times
may be adjusted from within the
graph using sliders and a combination of the S( tart), F(inish), and
T(ime) keys.
SMALL NUISANCES
One disconcerting thing about
Project: VISION on the HP Palmtop
is the choice of a menu key. Rather
than use the MENU key on the
Palmtop's keyboard, PVN uses the
[/1 key on the numeric keypad to
activate the pull-down menu . I
suppose this key is familiar to early
spreadsheet users. However, for a
lot of Palmtop users, whose first
encounter with a spreadsheet was
on the Palmtop, the use of the I
key would be hard to get used to. It
was for me.
A bigger nuisance - one that
forces you to reset the Palmtop happens if you use the Print menu
option and try to print from the
Palmtop. The README file that
comes with the registered version

of the program warns against
doing this, obliquely, by saying
that you'll need a serial to parallel
converter attached to the Palmtop
to send a worksheet or barchart to
the printer. If you make a mistake
and press the wrong keys, the program will hang the Palmtop indefinitely. The only recourse is to do a
"hard reset" (press ICTRLI- ISHIFTI~ and answer No when asked if
you want to reformat the C: drive).
Be sure to run the DOS command
CHKDSK IF on both the A and C
drives after a hard reset. I found
that files had been corrupted on

both disks after the hard reset.
Project: VISION comes closest
to rivalling the detailed reports and
charts of the full desktop program
Primavera. It has the ability to produce multiple reports and both
Gantt and resource usage charts.
The charts and the "network" can
be exported to DXF file that can be
used in some Computer Assisted
Drafting programs and, supposedly, in one or more word processors.
Project: VISION is available in
Europe from Mr. Gunther Fuckes
with WW Leipzig at FAX:+49 341
2219233 . The last quoted price I

Two-Way

Conversational TtanslatorFor 14 Lllngullges!
You can't translate a foreign document with Entente, but
you can do everytbtllg else: talk to foreigners and under·
stand their replies, discuss even complex issues, print infor·
mal translations or send them as e·mail. Entente uses no
plurals nor conjugated verbs, so translations often sound
funny, but the system is easy, understandable, and accurate.
Ask WHERE 15... , and get the translated reply THE SHOP OF
COMPUTER BE NEAR OF THE BIG CHURCH. Get informa·
tion you need.Talk to the whole world!
1. Entente· English to & from any language below: $79.95
(aU prices postpaid.)
2. Entente II . Any language to & from any other, e.g..
Russian to French, wI 2 languages: $99.95
l. Additional languages @$39.95: Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, German, Hungarian, halian,Japanese,
Korean, Polish, Portuguese, Russian,Serbo-Croatian, Spanish.
For HP lOO/200LX or VGA computers.

Entente

1441 Mariposa Avenue, Boulder CO 80302
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saw from WW Leipzig was
$179DM including VAT. You may
also contact Inmax Pub!. Ltd, 2673
Terrace Avenue, North Vancouver,
British Columbia V7R 1B5, CANADA.
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Gantt Chart: Yearly View of a house construction project.
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Gantt Chart: Monthly View of a house construction project.
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Gantt Chart: Day-To-Day View of a house construction project.

It's possible to use the HP Palmtop
as a stand alone Project Management tool. There are sufficient programs available to suit almost
every level of project manager
from the novice to the professional.
However, the field of project management has advanced considerably in the past ten years. The
DOS-based tools that run on the
Palmtop reflect the state of PM
from 5 to 10 years ago. To practice
project management today you
may need more than these DOSbased programs. You really need to
move up to a computer that supports presentation quality graphics,
seamless communications, and
ease of use. A real Palmtop wizard
might be able to add other applications to the Palmtop that would let
you approach the capabilities of a
desktop Ilaptop tool like Primavera . Most people are not that
patient. Perhaps the next generation of palmtops will provide more
of what it takes to do the job.
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Project Management Glossary
A partial glossary of Project Management terms. Complete glossary, the Guide to the Often Confusing World of Project
Management Software Terminology, found in PROJECT.ZIP
Activity - an activity is an individual task needed for the
completion of a project.

Parallel Activities - two or more activities than can be done
at the same time.

Baseline Schedule - the fixed project schedule. It is the standard by which project performance is measured.

Positive Float - the amount of time that an activity's start can
be delayed without affecting the project completion date.

Calendars - lis ts time intervals in which a ctivities or
resources can or cannot be scheduled.

Program Evaluation and Review Technique (PERT) - a project management technique for determining how much time a
project needs before it is completed. Each activity is assigned a
best, worst, and most probable completion time estimate.
These estimates are used to determine the average completion
time. The average times are used to figure the critical path and
the standard deviation of completion times for the entire project.

Control- the process of comparing actual performance with
planned performance, analyzing the differences, and taking
the appropriate corrective action.
Critical Activity - an activity that must be finished on time
or the whole project will fall behind schedule.
Calculate Schedule (Critical Path Method) .- is a modeling
process that defines all the project's critical activities which
must be completed on time. A great advantage of this method
is that it lets you fine tune and accelerate the project. Shorten
various critical path activities, then check the schedule to see
how it is affected by the changes. By experimenting in this
manner, the optimal project schedule can be determined.
Critical Path - the path (sequence) of activities which represent the longest total time required to complete the project. A
delay in any activity in the critical path causes a delay in the
completion of the project.

Rescheduling - recalculating the start and finish dates of all
uncompleted activities based upon progress as of a specified
date.
Resource - anything that is assigned to an activity or needed
to complete an activity. This may include equipment, people,
buildings, etc.
Resource Leveling - provides the capability to adjust project
schedules in order to minimize the peaks in daily resource
usages.
Slippage - the amount of slack or float time used up by the
current activity due to a delayed start.

Duration - the length of time needed to complete an activity.
Finish Float - the amount of excess time an activity has at its
finish before a successor activity must start.
Float - the amount of time that an activity can slip past its
duration without delaying the rest of the project.
Free Float - the excess time available before the start of the
following activity.
Gantt (Bar) Chart - a graphic display of activity durations.
Lag - the time delay between the start or finish of an activity
and the start or finish of its successor(s).
Milestones - an activity with zero duration (usually marking
the end of a period).

Successor - an activity whose start or finish depends on the
start or finish of a predecessor activity.
Super-Critical Activity - an activity that is behind schedule
is considered to be super-critical.
Target Finish or Start - the user's imposed finish or start
date for an activity or project.
Total Float - the excess time available for an activity to be
expanded or delayed without affecting the rest of the project
- assuming it begins at its earliest time.
Work Flow - the relationship of the activities in a project
from start to finish.
Work Load - the amount of work units assigned to a
resource over a period of time.

Multi-Project Analysis - used to analyze the impact and
interaction of activities and resources whose progress affects
the progress of a group of projects or for projects with shared
resources or both.

Work Units - Work units is the measurement of resources.
For example, people as a resource can be measured by the
number of hours they work.

Negative Float - indicates that an activity must start before
their predecessors finish in order to meet a Target Finish date.

Zero Float - the condition where there is no excess time
between activities.
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Alpha Four User Scores
Track Meets on the
HP Palmtop
Before discovering the Palmtop, this user lugged laptops and even
desktop computers to track meets and road races to enter and
calculate results. Then using the Alpha Four relational database
on the Palmtop along with the task-switching program Software
Carousel, she designed the perfect portable scoring system.
By Louise Tolson

I

have been providing computerized scoring for various racewalking clubs, cross country
teams, schools and track and field
clubs since 1991, when my son,
Edward, then 10, joined a local
track club. The small club wasn't
able to purchase the expensive
computer program widely used by
many of the clubs and organizations. So I developed a database
which I call Track5tar, for scoring
track and field meets.
To score a major meet, you
need to be able to enter basic information (name, age, etc.) for hundreds of participants, as well as the
events they compete in and their
times or field marks (throw or
jump distances). You then must be
able to access this data to compute
who finished in what place, for the
different age and gender groups.
Finally, you must print out the
results in a timely fashion. The HP
Palmtop and a light-weight
portable printer provided the necessary hardware for the system I
had in mind, but the Palmtop's
built-in Database program was not

Louise keeps Senior Games Racewalk scores by the roadside on her HP Palmtop using
Alpha Four. Shown in the picture above are the race officials from the Florida Walkers
Club. Standing from left to right are Mary King, David Stein and Bonnie Altenhein.

sufficient for creating the application I wanted.
The Palmtop's program is a
"flat-file" database. It cannot link
to and access data in other databases, and it cannot do calculations on

numerical data entered into its
fields . In addition, each data file
must include all the information
for a particular application. This
usually requires redundant information in multiple files. For exam-

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Louise Tolson has a masters degree in mathematics and has
been a computer software engineer for over 20 years.
Currently she is a systems software engineer with Group 32
Corporation and specializes in writing device drivers and
utilities for MS-DOS, network and Windows 95 operating
systems. She wrote Software Carousel, the first task switching program for MS-DOS based computers and recently
revised it for the HP Palmtop computer.
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REVIEWS: Alpha Four relational database

pIe, many of our contestants are
affiliated with a track club. With a
flat-file database I would have to
enter information about a specific
track club over and over again,
each time a person from that club
entered a race.

that can be installed on the
Palmtop or any DOS pc. It's probably easier to install it first on your
desktop and then copy the necessary files to your Palmtop. If you

have a card reader in you desktop
PC, you can slip the Palmtop's PC
memory card into the card reader,
install Alpha Four to the memory
card, and slip the memory card

Alpha Four Specifications
Using the Alpha Four
database program on
the HP Palmtop

What I needed was a relational
database program. Relational systems let you design databases that
are more efficient. Typically, you
design smaller data files and then
establish links between them .
There is no need to design database
applications that store the same
data in more than one file. I developed my TrackStar database with
Alpha Four, a powerful relational
database program that runs on the
HP Palmtop. (See the sidebar on
this page for more on Alpha Four.)
My TrackStar database
retrieves the athlete's name from
the master data file, the description
of the age-group from the "agegroup description" data file, the
full name of the athlete's club affiliation from the "club name" data
file, etc .. and prints all the information on one report.
If, for example, the athlete is a
member of the Beverly Track Stars
team, we only need to enter the
abbreviation BEV. The program
accesses the "club name" data file
and prints the full club name on
the reports. We also generate
reports for the USA T &F, the
national governing body for roadraces and track & field meets in this
country. The USAT&F needs
reports broken down in age categories. v\le enter the contestants
age in the master file. The age data
field is linked to the "age-group
description" data file, with contains the USAT&F age categories.
An athlete that is 9 or 10 years old
is reported as a "Bantam."
Alpha Four is a DOS program

I created the TrackStar database using the Alpha Four version 2 database program. This powerful
relational database program comes with all the bells and whistles of more expensive database packages. Its menu driven structure makes it easy to learn and use, and its on-line help system is always
available by pressing the F1 key. Alpha Four files are fully compatible with dBASE IV data files. That
is, Alpha Four directly uses data files created with dBASE, and dBASE directly uses data files created with Alpha Four - no conversion is necessary. Alpha Four can also import and export data to
and from many other programs, including Lotus 1-2-3 and WordPerfect. It also allows you to convert
data to and from standard ASCII formats.
Alpha Four is a powerful relational database program that runs on the HP Palmtop or any IBMcompatible PC with at least 512K RAM (640K RAM recommended). Expanded memory will improve
Alpha Four's performance. Alpha Four comes with the following video adapters: monochrome,
Hercules, CGA, EGA, and VGA.
Alpha Four lets you create as many views, reports, indexes, queries, links and menus as needed. It also has a very powerful script language which lets you customize many aspects of your application, including the way records can be automatically updated, posted to, or looked up. It has all of
the features of the most robust database packages, but it is designed for non-programmers. There
are many built-in functions which are similar to the functions contained in Lotus 123.

Alpha Four data field stats:
• 128 fields per record; • 254 characters per field in character fields; • 4,000 characters per record
(besides memo fields); • Two billion records per data file; • Field types: character, numeric, date, logical and memo' • Variable length Memo fields with up to 5,000 characters; • More than 70 data
manipulation functions; • Up to 10 data files per set; • An unlimited number of "lookup" databases

Alpha Four field types
Character - Contains a maximum of 255 alphanumeric characters. Similar to the Text field in the
Palmtop's built-in Database application.
Numeric - Contains a maximum of 19 characters, including the decimal point, any decimal places,
and a negative sign. Similar to the Number field in the Palmtop's built-in Database application.
Date - Contains dates only; a width of 8 is automatically assigned to all date fields. With date
fields, you can perform date arithmetic. For example, you can compute the number of days between
2 dates. Similar to the Date field in the Palmtop's built-in Database application.
Logical- Contains one character, which is used to represent a True/False value. The logical fields
can also be represented as Yes or No. Similar to the Check box and Option button in the Palmtop's
built-in Database application.
Memo - Contains a pointer to a special memo field file, which can contain up to 5000 characters of
any kind of information. This is similar to the Note field in the Palmtops built-in database applications.
Alpha Four Report Capabilities
• Design up to 26 reports for each database or set; • Design reports that are up to 240 columns
wide; • Visually layout the report on the screen by positioning the fields and text on the screen What you see is what you get.; • Create calculated report fields from existing fields.; • Calculate
totals, running totals, sub-totals, averages, sub-averages, and other summary fields.; • Group related records together.; • Print long fields in multi-line windows with word wrapping.; • Use print attributes such as bold, italic and underline in a report.; • Design reports that automatically make multiple
passes through the data to calculate complex summary fields, such as percent-of-totals.; • Store
print options (such as the index, the range and the output settings) in the report definition.; • Print
reports to the screen, to a file or to a printer.
Alpha Four, Version 2 is still available for $49.95. For more information contact: Alpha Sohware
Corp., 168 Middlesex Turnpike, Burlington, MA 01803, USA,' Phone 800-451-1018 ext 117 # 3 or
617-229-2924, FaxL 800-952-8363.
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back in the Palmtop. If you intend
to run Alpha Four on the Palmtop,
configure it for the Palmtop's
monochrome display. When the
installation program asks if you
can see colors on your screen,
answer "No," even if you are
installing it first on a desktop with
a color display.
Alpha Four requires that the
FILES= statement in the CONFIG
.SYS file be set to at least 40 (Le.,
FILES=40). For very large sets with
many indexes it should be set to 99.
You can create, modify and run
your Alpha Four databases applications on a desktop computer or the
Palmtop with a complete version of
Alpha Four. Alpha Software
Corporation also sells a "run-time"
version of Alpha Four that you can
distribute with your custom database application. This will let users
run the database and enter, modify,
or delete data, and print reports.

They will not be able to modify the
structure of the database.
Alpha Four requires most of
the system RAM memory to run.
Normally you have to exit System
Manager completely and run Alpha
Four from the DOS prompt. I needed to be able to access the built-in
applications and a communications
program while running Alpha
Four. To accomplish this I used the
popular Palmtop task switching
program Software Carousel. (See
the sidebar on this page for more
on Softwa re Carousel.) With
Software Carousel loaded into
memory first, I can run Alpha Four,
the built-in applications, and the
communications program I mentioned . It downloads the athletes
running times directly from the
timer used at the finish line into the
TrackStar program. Down- loading
the times directly saves time and
eliminates typing errors.

Software Carousel a part of my TrackStar system
Software Carousel is a task switching enhancement for the HP Palmtop computer. It allows you to
quickly switch from one DOS or HP Palmtop built-in application to another with the click of a key. It
was an important piece of my computerized scoring on the HP Palmtop. Without Software Carousel,
the built-in applications would not have been accessible while running Alpha Four because it is too
big a program to be able to share lower RAM with the built-in programs.
Software Carousel swaps inactive programs (those not being used at the moment) from the
system RAM to other memory (called the "storage pool"). The pool can be free RAM disk memory
(the C drive), memory on a PC Card (the A drive) or expanded memory. (To have Expanded
Memory available you must have an Expanded Memory manager loaded in memory via the CONFIG.SYS file.) Software Carousel lets you press a "hot-key" combination to switch from one program
to another. When you switch programs, the screen image and processing of the current program is
'1rozen" and saved into the storage pool; the screen image of the program you are switching to is
displayed and its processing picks up right where you left it.
Software Carousel lets you create up to twelve of these work areas and swap rapidly among
them. Most users do not require the use of twelve work areas, and often define about five for regular
use. You can pick the number of work areas that is right for you.
Software Carousel also responds to the special blue/green program keys on the Palmtop.
When you press one of these special program keys, Software Carousel will instantly switch to
whichever work area contains that program, if it is already running. If the program is not running,
Software Carousel will switch to the work area where the System Manager is running and issue the
command to load that application to the System Manager. The net result is the same as if the program were already running: you are switched to the appropriate built-in program. You do not have to
perform any configuration process for this feature to work on the Palmtop computer. It is completely
automatic!
There are many options for using Software Carousel. You do not need to make any decisions
before you start.
Contact Information: Additional information on Software Carousel for the Palmtop may be obtained
by calling Group 32 Corporation (formerly SunShine Sohware Company): Phone: 800-553-0400;
Fax: 954-581-5902; Online: www.group32com.

TechRAM™

4MB Upgrade
Attention 200LX users you can
increase your internal RAM to a total
of 5MBs. Some newer machines can
actually achieve 6MBs.
Free up the PCMCIA slot for
modem or other use!

Pricing:
4MB TechRAM & TechSpeed Kits ..... $3 14
4MB TechRAM Kit.. ............................ $289
TechSpeed Kit. ................................. .$50
Shipping not included
Visa & Mastercard Accepted
Warranties:
1 year parts, 30 day money back guarantee, 90
day palmtop warranty (physical
damage excluded, U.S. Only)
Check out our web page for more
details and latest prices.
Quantity discounts available.
Sorry 95LX users no memory upgrade options are
available at this time.The use of the upgrade kits
will void your HP warranty.
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TimesZ Tech
105 Maple Street· Maylene,AL 3511 4
Email: mack@traveUer.com
Web: hnp://www.bhm.lis.nel/-mack
Phone: Z05-QZ().1408
Fax: Z05-QZ().5Z05

European dealer Runde! Datemechnik
Asian dealerTimesZ AsiaPac Technologies

Creating a new
file In Alpha Four

Creating a new file in Alpha Four is
similar to creating a new file in the
built-in HP Palmtop database. The
database file consists of a collection
of items. Each item is called a
record . In the master file of the
TrackStar database, there is an item
(a record) for each athlete. For each
item or record in a file, there are different descriptive details which are
common to all the records. Each of
these details is called a field. For
example, in the TrackStar master
file, each athlete has a record and the
details about each athlete (their
name, address, gender, birthday,
club affiliation, race number, etc.)
are called fields. You design a new
file by defining the fields that it will
consist of. You define each field by
giving it a name and choosing a type
and size for it.
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REVIEWS: Alpha Four relational database

Project: Vision
Gives
You
Planning In Your Palm For $99
For HP 100/200 and DOS based PC's
Features Include:
Free Demo Pc Di
• One Hour Learning Curve
sk
• Uses 300K with Max file size from 80K to lMEG.
• Logic Networks, Timelines, Resource Histograms
• Critical Path, Milestones, Variable Zoom
• Mouse and keyboard operated for portability
• NEW! Export to MS Project MPX Files
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Ltd.

2673 Terrace Ave. North Vancouver, BC
Canada V7R IB5

Tel: 604-980-9991
Fax: 604-985-5597
STEPS FOR CREATING
ANEW FILE
1. Start Alpha Four version 2 by
typing A4 then pressing IENTERI at
the DOS prompt.
2. From the main menu, press D or
move the hi-lite bar over
Database/Set design and press
IENTER I.
3. From the Database/Set design
menu, press ~ or move the hi-lite
bar over Create a new database
and press IENTER I,
4. Enter a name for the new file,
such as TRACK. The name is limited to 8 characters, and the file
extension is automatically set to
DBF, which is the DBMS standard.
5. Enter a description for the file,
such as, Track and Field Master
File.
6. Press I~ to continue.
7. Enter a field name, such as,
FIRSTNAME. You are limited to 10
characters.

9. After you have entered all of the
fields, press I~ to create the file.
Once the database has been created, you can use the Alpha Four
main menu to select and view a
record, enter changes, print
reports, sort, index, update and
delete your records. Various form
views and browse views can be
created so that the data may be
viewed and accessed in different
ways (see screens below).
Alpha Four can also create
many different reports and mailing
labels. The reports can contain
computations, sub-totals, grand
totals, page numbers, print date,
print time, etc. With the TrackStar
application, a race director can
print a label for each pre-registered
competitor. The labels are attached
to the athletes race (bib) number so
that the numbers can be easily
handed out before the race. Then at
the completion of a race, results
can be printed in the form of a
master report. Individual results

Conclusion

Alpha Four lets you design your
own database" Applications" to
provide customized data management solutions for particular tasks.
The" Application" is based on the
Alpha Four database program. You
design your own data records and
build your own menus and submenus that replace the standard
Alpha Four menus. For example,
TrackStar has a selection that reads
"Print the results of a race," rather
than the Alpha Four command
"Print." You can make your application as user friendly as you want.
You can also protect your data
with the use of passwords.

LONG JUMP
Race (bib) Number: 1B24
Feet:
Inches:

1B
4.BB

Last Name

First Name

Sex

Baron

Jean

Male Bantam

Place:

4

Age Group

Club
Beverly Track Stars

Points: 1.B

Example of a '10rm view" of a long jump record. A form view allows
you to see one record on the screen.
TINE

RACE MUM

PL

181
55
182
189
128
184
116
74
188
117
186
187
188
118
185

1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
2
1

c
32:18.88
36:44.67
39:58.78
41:89.78
34:29.43
36:47.71
42:54.84
43:17.48
34:33 . 85
48:83.19
36:33.54
31:21.93
42:45.95
38:57.42

. ,? _"'.,

8. Enter the type and length for the
field.

can also be printed on labels or on
3" X 5" postcards. A label can be
attached to a trophy, medal or ribbon. The postcards can be given to
the racers as a souvenir. Whatever
printed form is needed, it can be
created with Alpha Four.

SEX

AGE

LAST MANE

FIRST MANE

CLUB

M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
M
F
F
F
F
F
F

48 44
58 54
58-54
65-69
65 - 69
78-74
75-79
88+
88+
35- 39
35-39
48-44
58 - 54
58-54
68-64

Bryant
Koch
Cap len
Marin
Wax
Kauffman
Lorenzo
Gad less
Berkowitz
Sawler
Riva
Shepard
Sterghos
Passantino
Provost
___

Chuck
Daniel
Jay
Petre
Ivan
Jerome
Chris
Sa..
Norman
Kathleen

Miami Walker
FI Walker
FI Walker
Unattached
Unattached
Miami Walker
Unattached
Boca Raton
Unattached
Unattached
Unattached
FI Walker
FI Walker
Unattached

Valerie
Denise
Vivien
Madel ine
June - Marie

Canada

ll"'.: .....+
-' -"' ? "
Example of a browse view of a 5k Race Walk. A browse view enables you to see
multiple records on the screen at the same time.
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OW TO USE YOUR PALMTOP

USER PROFILE

High School Student Uses the
HP Palmtop to Keep Him On
Track in the Classroom
This high school sophomore proves that you're never to
young to start organizing your life with the HP Palmtop.
By Ed Kump

My name is Ed Kump. I'm a fifteen
year old in my Sophomore year at
St. John The Baptist High School in
Suffolk County, Long Island, New
York. I have had a Palmtop for a
little over a year now and it has
greatly organized my school life in
every aspect. I use my 200LX to
keep track of my schedule, notes,
homework, when reports are due
and sometimes I actually do my
reports on my Palmtop. I've tried
using other organizers to help me
but none of them ever came close
to my Palmtop.

Built-in Database
program

One of the most important features
on my Palmtop is the built-in
Database program. I use the
Database to keep track of my projects as well as my day-to-day
homework (see above screen). I can
quickly look up the details of a project when I need them instead of
having to try to shuffle through my
folders to find where I wrote all
this information down. With the
Palmtop I've never lost the information for an assignment I was
working on.
My main homework Database
is a far better way of keeping track

11/07/96 11:51 a

.

Done
Dat.e i 1.~<.~ .~<.~ ~.~ .~ L
Book fEe'xL

Pag~s
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Not.e

Data Item screen of my custom Homework Database lets me track
aSSignments, subjects, and date assigned.

of assignments than the method
most students use of just writing it
down on a piece of paper and sticking it in their pockets.
I have a date field for the date
that it is assigned. Next, I have a
category field that is used for the
subject (Algebra, English, etc.). I
then have an assignment field
where I write down what I have to
do and a separate field for the page
and book it's in.
My project Database is used

for long and short term projects
that are more than just regular
homework (see screen next page).
I have the same date field and
assignment field as well as the subject field but I have added a due
date field and a note field for reference materials I have used. I also
removed the book and pages field.
I also keep track of my schedule on the Database. I don't check
my daily class schedule often so I

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Ed is a sophomore at St. John The Baptist High School
and plans on becoming a software developer when he is
older. He has been playing the guitar for over two years.
He is also working towards his Eagle Scout award and
will be using his Palmtop to help plan and organize the
Eagle project. His parents and brother all have HP
Palmtops.
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HOW TO USE: Student profile
. 11/07/96 11 : 52 a
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e
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My custom Project Database also includes a due date
field and Notes field for reference materials.

decided to just make a Database
file instead of keeping it on the
appointment book. It was faster to
make and is a lot easier to maintain.
Last year I was a DJ on the
school radio. I used the Database to
keep track of all the songs I played
and when I played them. This way
I didn't repeat myself every show
and got a good mix of songs.

Memo eliminates
paper notebooks
The Memo function is also important to me. I have virtually eliminated my paper notebooks while
using the Palmtop to take my
notes. I take all my notes while in
class. I've found that saving my
notes by the day that I took them
was inefficient and after a couple of
days got confusing. At first I used
to save a file like this: if the date
was June 11, 1996 and it was a
English class I would save the file
as 61196 in the "\school\English"
directory. You could see that a
months worth of work would
quickly look very unorganized and
would not be easy to find information. I found that saving my information by the chapter or unit that I
was working on was much easier,
so a couple of weeks worth of
information could be saved as one
file. For example, when I was
studying chapter 3 in my Biology
class I saved the file a s A: \

SCHOOL \BIO\CHAP3.DOC. The
search function is very useful for
quickly finding information in one
of my Memo files.
One day my Spanish teacher
noticed that another student's
binder was a mess. He claimed that
there was no problem with his
binder and that it was as good as
anyone else's. She asked him to
find the notes on the verb "venir."
While the student was looking, the
Spanish teacher asked another student and I to find the notes. Well, I
found the notes the fastest by just
telling Memo to find the word
venir. Without the Palmtop, my
binder would have probably been
as messy and unorganized as his.
I use the outline feature in
Memo very often. My Science,
Global Studies and Religion classes
are all subjects where the teacher
puts all the notes in outline format
so I have the benefit of having true
clean hierarchy formatted notes.

Lotus graphing
for science class
I use Lotus to mainly do graphing
for my Science class. During the
school year our class learned about
water tables and water budgets. So
I wrote a template in lotus that
would simply solve this for me.
My Math teacher considers
using the HP Calc as cheating
because I can store my notes. So I
had to buy a separate scientific calculator. I do use Solver though for
my math homework. I used the
plotting function in Solver to check
parabola equations I had to do for
homework . Every time I did a
parabola I would input it as a new
Solver equation. I found that I
learned more by using the Palmtop
for math homework because I was
able to check my work and understand the process better, I could see
where my mistakes were and learn
from it. If I didn't use the Palmtop I
could make a mistake on the graph
or the equation and possibly never
realize my error. I was always sure
of my answers when I checked
them on the Palmtop. If I couldn't
figure out a problem I could use
the Palmtop to solve the equation
and then try to pinpoint my errors.
My Earth Science teacher last year
didn't mind me using it in class, in
fact he liked it . I programmed
every equation needed for Earth
Science into Solver.

INtkHxWt.pt'M@
$I Clf:WI£'IDi.c.
• ."ADt:Si·'iA1nWW :;(J):
Eccenlricily
eccenlricily = Dislance / MajorAxis
Gradienl
Gradienl = xield / Dislance
Rale ox change rale = FieldValue/Dislance
Circul'Ixerence Circul'Ixerence = 2*(3.14*Radius)
Earlh circul'Ixe Shadowangle * Circul'Ixerence = Surxacedislance ..
Volul'Ie
Volul'Ie = lenglh*Widlh*Heighl
Densily
densily = Mass / Volul'Ie
Lalenl S lo L Q = Mass * HealoxFusion
Lanlenl L lo G Q = Mass * Healoxvaporizalion
Heal losl or G Q= Mass*ChangeinTel'lp*Spec . Heal
parabola
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HP Calc's Solver application displaying a list of some of the
Solver equations I've developed.
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HP951 100/200 Palmtup COIl1PUlt'I'

Trans PC Card
Universal Parallel Port

WORLD'S SMALLEST PALMTOP LIGHT
Fits

o

The Pc Card with Fast Parallel Port and Flash for:
• Connection to parallel devices: 100 MB Zip drives and other parallel peripherts.
• Printing to parallel printers from DOS and System Manager Applications.
• Instant transfer and management of files between Palmtop, Notebook and Desktop PC's.
• Fast parallel 10 bits wide data acquisition and control.
This Type I multifunction card, incorporating Trans Processor developed by Trans Digital
(manufactured by NEC Japan) and 128 K Flash, compiles with PC Card '95 Standard.
Trans Processor, compatible with AT Parallel Port, has built-in Write-Back Transfer Engine
for high speed and error-free transfer between PC's. The speed is 8 times faster than
EPP (850,000 Bytes/sec. between two Notebook PC's). Trans PC software for transfer
(DOS Command Line and Point and Shoot interface) and Card Installation Client flash.
These programs are running directly from the flash on the Card wich becomes 200LX
drive A; upon insertion. The Card has very low power requirement.
The Card comes with 3 ft. dual head Trans Cable for connection to PC parallel port
(transfer) and for connection to the printer cable or Zip drive. Available is 6 ft. or 20 ft.
Universal Trans Cable for ultra high speed transfers between two Cards.

•
•
•
•
•

Just rotate to snap on or off
Attaches and holds firmly without use of velcro
Plastic rubber gooseneck adjusts lamp position as desired
Lights up display and keyboard without blocking view of either
Needs only 2 AA batteries (not included) & uses commonly available bulb

WORLD'S SMALLEST COPY
Fits easily in pocket or brief case
Telescopes down to 6"
Width under 1"

----,

,:,.---.6-----,

Length

•

:

adjusts to :
put small I
notes or :

Trans PC Card with dual head Trans Cable, Users' Manual and Quick Reference - $14 9.00
Optional Universal Trans Cables 6 ft.l20 ft. - $29.50/$59.50

up.o legal.

size sheets:
in easy

I

__ ::!~v___ J

MODEM

Only $24.95

SAVER

Don't risk your modem to an unsafe telephone line.
Test the socket before you plug in. Color LEOs
indicate jack status. No battery needed.

The Palmtop handbag from COAST provides a portable office solution. Room for
your Palmtop or OmniGo, paper, pen, business cards, and even a cell phone. This
soft leather bag orininally sold at over $120, NSW has a limited slljlp!y available
ONLY~9.95

THE POUCH

The POUCH is the perfect casual case for the Palmtop or OmniGo 100. Made of
waterproof neoprene, the POUCH will protect your palmtop from dings and dirt.
Specify OmniGo or Palmtop model when ordering.Only $15.95 ea.

Snap inlSnap out

I;; .~

Shaped to exactly
mate with contour of
HP palmtop case

Think of what you could do with more memory!
Memory prices are falling, only NSW passes these savings directly to our customers as they happen. NSW will upgrade your
HP200LX or HP1000CX from either 1MB or 2MB to 5MB or 6MB total internal memory for only $199, including installation.
Worried about your HP warranty? Only NSW offers a warranty on both our memory module A~D your HP Palmtop for up to 1
full year. Call or write for details.

Thinking of getting a new palmtop?
Check out our NSW modified systems. All palmtops sold by NSW are backed by a full 1 year written warranty.
Brand New HP 200LX with 6MB internal memory:
$810,00
Brand New HP 200LX with 5MB internal memory:
$689,00
Brand New HP 1000CX with 5MB internal memory:
$599,00

HP
OMNIGO
100

HP-F1060A
HP-F1061A
HP-F1011A
HP-F1021B
HP-F1015A
HP-F1016A

HP200LX 1MB
'495
HP200LX 2MB
'619
ACAdapter
'35
Connectivity Pack
'99
LX -PC serial cable '22
LX-MAC cable
'22

Flash for your HP200LX Palmtop

.

Sizes are not compressed. ATA cards are for use in HP 200LX and 1000CX only.

::F.Iii.

.-

ATA-04MB
ATA-08MB
ATA-12MB
ATA-16MB
ATA-20MB

-

S~.~~TA.02M6

PCl -4 compatible
Weighs only 17.5 oz
Fast 3ppm printing
300x300dpi resolution
Includes printer, battery, AC
thermal paper and carry case
PEN-202007 PocketJet printer
SHI-PJ
HP-Pentax Cable

• •

4MB ATA Flash Card
8MB ATA Flash Card
12MB ATA Flash Card
16MB ATA Flash Card
20MBATA Flash Card

SAN-ATA04MB
SAN-ATA10MB
SAN-ATA20MB
SAN-ATA40MB
SAN-ATA85MB

•
•
•
•
•

HP200LX
PALMTOP

•

Saodisls. 2.m.b. ATA.cam
Sandisk 4mb ATA card
Sandlsk 10mb ATA card
Sandisk 20mb ATA card
Sandisk 40mb ATA card
Sandisk 85mb ATA card

HP ACCESSORIES
AND CABLES

..

3.35MB
7.45MB
11 .23MB
15.16MB
18.54MB

I~

$125.00
· $185.00
$239.00
- $289.00
$339.00

$.L2MD_
$159.00
$299,00_
$499.00
$899.00_
$1,899.00

Accurite PCMCIA floppy drives 110V '229
Accurite PCMCIA floppy dnves 220V ·249
'55
GA935
SeriaVparaliel converter
945
Direct HP-11
e
es -75
SHI-PJ
HP-Pentax cable
'29
• hler acCI Version 3.1 a
IntelliUnk File conversion software
'85
ASF PCL-300 ~m!2PJ.ig,,,,
ht_ _ _ '29
Cable-card retractable phone cord
'8

No'."ook Suppl, Wor.holls.
Evervthing vou need for mobile computing

655 E. Berry Street, Brea, CA 92621
Tel: 714-257-1680, Fax: 714-257-1688
Internet Address: nsupply@actlvellnk,com
Compuserve Address: 73430,1336
VIsit us online al: www.nsupply.com
Also, visit us at Ute I-Mall al: www.nsw-inc.com

Toll-Free Order Line:

1-800-566-6832
EJ ~ [[±]][IIJ
Payment accepted by MC, VISA, Pf., Discover, COO Cash and
Bank Wire Transfer. Government, Educational and
Corporate Purchase Orders accepted.lntemational orders,
call 714-257·1680 or fax 714·257·1688.

FREE UPS SHIPMENT
(On orders over $200 shipped within continental USA)
Prices and availabifity subject to change without notice,
Member: National Association of Fraud Protection (NAFP).
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ACE~AX
HP 100/200LX Send/Receive Fax Software

$ 100

D

HP
REBATE *

l ... t.op

PA'!"'Rmf!J:t;r
tAl
C . Convvrt.
f i 10
(l

D.
E.
F.
X.

vi e w A FAX
Print. a fAX

Sift-UP ACE..FAX
[:Hit. ACE .. FAX

Hlohli9ht. Solect.ion -- PrVe!S EnLvr

./
./
./
./

Send, Receive, View and Print Faxes on your HP Palmtop
Full installation in less than 200k of disk space
Requires as little as 30KB on C: drive for modem card users
Auto installation program included

200LX Systems with
DoubleFlosh (f) Plus

ACE~AX

Megahertz XJACK System
t/
t/
t/
t/

Available only from ACE, this complete package contains everything
that you will need to start enJoying the full benefits of the HP 200LXI

HP 1OO/200LX compatible
Pop-out telephone connection
No external phone adopters
Easiest way to send faxes

t/
t/
t/
t/
t/

ACE H LINK file transfer software with HP·PC serial coble
DoubleFlash$Plus hi·performance storage cord
BADman 2.0 + Two 1100mAH high capacity NiMH batteries
AppMAN! gives you complete control of DOS applications
HP worldwide universal AC adopter

Direct Serial to Parallel Cable

200LX 1MB Systems with DoubleFlash EePlus

t/ Connect to any parallel printer

'$758 ~

6M (up to 6MB)
10M (up to 10MB)
20M (up to 20MB)
40M (up to 40MB)
60M (up to 60MB)
80M (up to 80MB)

t/ DIRECTcable version connects to HP Palmtop
with no other cable required
t/ Powered by printer, no batteries
t/ Plug and play operation

... $818
....
.... $938
... $1,168
... $1,378
... $1,568

HP 200LX Basic Systems ($ 100 Rebate on 2MB system)
ACEHFAX for HP /oO/200LX.............
. ......... $29
ACE 14.4K Fax Modem with ACEHFAX. .................... $ 119
XlACK 144K/144K Fox/modem + ACEHFAX
...... $139
ModemSaver (Test unknow0 modem iacks} ...................... $25
CableCard (8Ft phone cable in pocket card case) ......... . .. $8
Serial to Parallel Cable (requires HP serial cable}. ............. $69
Serial to Parallel DIRECTcable (no other cable required) .. ... $79
Pentax Pocket/et Printer with DIRECTcable .
.$409 ....
Pentax Pocket/et DIRECTcable for HP Palmtop
... $35

1MB with
I MB with
2MB with
2MB with

.-a!. __

~.~t!I",.

AppMAN! ............................ $499
ACEnLlNK, PC Serial cable, and AppMan! ...... $519
AppMAN! ...... ............... $639-$1 00*
ACEnLlNK, PC Serial cable, and AppMan! $659-$ 100*

_.

~~

~.~~

ACE SOFTWA

. ._~ \.. ....~t~;... ......

---.~_

.

...

_.l.~~~......

ACEHLINK
The simplest file transfer program for your 100/ 200LX
./
./
./
./

No Palmtop Software to download
Use FILER to view and exchange files with your PC
Connects at speeds up to 1 15K
No installation - Can run from a floppy

ACEn LINK with serial cable (C I 260)
CASE 101
CASE /05
CASE 202
CASE 304
CASE 305

Custom Block Nylon case ....................... $ 16
Custom Black Leather case (shown)..
.$34
Deluxe Black Leather case (shown) ............. $44
Executive Black Leather Portfolio .............. $54
Mini Executive Black Leather Portfolio ......... $54

BArrman

..... $39

version 2.0

Battery Management Software for HP 100j200LX
./ Use NiMH, NiCd, Alkaline or lithium batteries in your HP Palmtop
./ Predictive algorithm prevents loss of your valuable data.

BATTman 2.0 Battery Management SoFtwOle.
. ................. $39
BATTman 2.0 with 2 NiMH 1100mAH batteries ...................... $49
BATTman 2.0 with 4 NiMH 1100mAH batteries & charger ....... $89
NiMH Battery Charger (4 M capacity)..
..... $39
Two 1100mAH NiMH rechargeable batteries (M size) ............ $15
'Purchose

0

2MB 200LX belween Nov.1·Dec. 31 ond receive

0

$100 Rebofe from HP!

***. INTERNET
E-MAIL *** ....
.
-

'oubleFlash"
~/US

OMNI(io

SO/JDSTA1f
STQiW3li

-

Introducing

@Palmtop

"'-

Now
Supports
Faxing!

Nation-wide Internet
E-mail/Fax for your
HPPalmtop

New! OmniGo 120
HP's new Omnigo Organizer Plus with "holographic screen".

Unlimited access for as low as

OmniGo 120 Organizer Plus .............................$349 ~
OmniGo 100 Organizer Plus .............................$319
F1311A PC Connectivity Pack with cable .. .. ... ... ............ ..... .......... $49

F73 72A Clip and Go....
.................
.. ...... $65
F73 73A Strategy Games ................ ...... .... .. .................... .. ..... $47
GEN-PENS2 ACE Pen and Stylus (combo pen) .......... ...... ... $ 77.95
GEN-PENS2D ACE Deluxe Pen & Stylus {Mont Blanc like} ......... $22.50
GEN-PENS3 ACE Deluxe Pen, Pencil & Stylus {Tri-pen}
...... $34. 95

v

Unlimited access plans - starting as low as $6.50/month

V Nationwide toll-free 800 access plans with FREE Faxing
V Send Faxes with personal cover page and receive
confirmation

V Uses your Palmtop's built-in cc:Mail software no installation required

GEN-A 70 75A OmniGo Serial Cable.................
.$ 79
GEN-SPDIR Serial to Parallel DIRECTcable Converter ........ .. ......... $79
PCMClA SRAM Storage Cards
A 7003 57 2KB ACEcard ............... .
A 7004 7MB ACEcard
A 7006 2MB ACEcord

......... $89
................. $729
...... $229

V Fully supports sending and receiving of binary files
through the Internet

V Supports MIME, UUENCODE and Mac binary
V Unique domain names available for company/group use

• Yearly Plan
Monthly Plan
Silver Plan
Gold Plan

Monthly Fees
Unlimited Email (408 access)
$6.50
Unlimited Email (408 access)
$8.95
75 FREE 800 Minutes, 70 Pages Free Faxing $ 79,95
750 FREE 800 Minutes, 70 Pages Free Faxing$29.95

Faxing available to all plans at 49c/page
800 number access available to Monthly/Yearly Plan users at 30c/min

Try o ur intra Pla n - 3' mo nths fo r $19.50'
now indudes 10 Pages o f FREE Faxing

,@gnify! version 1. 1

HP JOO/200LX Software MagnIfying Lens
Adlustoble
Sizes I X, 2X,
3X and 4X

To ORDER

Move lens with
cursor keys

./
./
./
./
./

Pop-Up mognificotion from 1X to 4X
Hotkeyactivation in any Built-in Application
Auto alignment with lines and columns in Phone Book
Remembers and returns to lost position in each application
Move lens with Quick Keys and Arrow Keys

Magnify! IC 12401 for HP 100/200LX .. ,

..... $19

800-825-9977
~~ [l ®
ACE Technologies. Inc,
592 Weddell Drive, #6, Sunnyvole CA 94089 U.SA
Tel (408) 734{) 100 Fox (408) 734·3344

See our complete color Website: http://www.ace-tech .com/

~....,

Using WyndMail Is ...

Like Bringing
Your Whole Staff
Into Meetings With You.
You're this close to a crucial agreement.
Unexpectedly, they ask for infOrmation
you haven't brought along. You page your
llnance manager who e-mails you the
revised figures immediately. No problem.
You need the latest version of the non-disclosure agreement. A few keystrokes later,
and it's there via fax fium your personal fax
library.
An associate on the road has new information on a competitor. You get his e-mailed
update during the meeting.
W)'!1dMail brings your company's resoun:es
to the table instantly. And now you have
a deal.

WyndMaiI:
Your Unfair Advantage
Using WyndMail, y.0u stay up-to-date
wherever you are, whether it's a conference
room, hotel lobby, taxi or terminal.
WyndMail will hep you do it faster,
easier, and more efficiently.

Stay Connected Anywhere ...
No Phones, No Wires
Using_ almost any portable computer,
W~aMaillets you send and receive
wireless Internet e-mail, send faxes,
send to all alphanumeric pagers, send
text-to-speech messages to any phone,
and more! It works with virtually any'
laptop or palmtop, including HP Palmtop,
Windows, Mac, Newton, and-DOS systems.

If You Want to Communicate
Like This, You Need WyndMaiI!
• E-mail thank-you notes and order
confirmations during meetings, or
directly after.

Team up with WyndMaiI Before
Your Next Big Meeting

• Get messages automatically and
respond instantly - without dialing
or logging in!
• Receive notiflcation of e-mail
messages on your
alphanumeric pager.

When you can choose how and when to
communicate, you'll be surprised at how
much more you can do.

'

• Send text-to-speech
messages to any
telephone.
• Keep in constant contact with
customers, prospects, and business
associates ... whether there's a phone
jack around or not.

The Perfect Complement to
Your Cellular Phone and Pager
If you're already using a cellular phone
or a pager WyndMail will take you to the
next level of efficiency and
rroductivity.
Wy'ndMail
adds hasslefree faxing,
paging, and
e-mai[ to your
arsenal of
wireless tools.

Call our toll-free number now for your
30-Day Free mal! We'll send you a
wireless radio modem ($500 value),
WyndMail software, and easy-to-follow
instructions right away.
During your 30-day' FREE TRIAL,
you'll get free use of the modem. After
that, rent it for $39.95 a month, or buy
it outright if you prefer.
Either way, there's no risk and no
obli~ation. If at the end of 30 days you
don t want to keep WrndMail, no problem.
Simply return it and that will be that.
Call todal and also get our FREE
booklet, 20 Tips for SuccessfUl Remote
Communications."

~dMaiI

FREE

UNLIMITED WIRELESS
MESSAGING FOR 30 DAYS
Confirmation Code: 611WM028

Phone 1·800·549·2600 Fax 1·800·549·6001

HOW TO USE: Student profile

Programming, music, and
more with the HP Palmtop

My Palmtop is not only used for
school; I write my own software. I
have switched to designing mainly
Windows applications so the
Palmtop doesn't allow me to do
much programming. Even though
the majority of my programs are
designed on the Windows platform, I keep track of them on the
Palmtop with the Database application. One of the programming
systems that I use on my desktop
PC is Microsoft's Visual Basic. I use
the Palmtop to track the status of
the forms and procedures used in a
program and what they do, as well
as where they go and what the
development status is. When I am
programming on the desktop I can
open up the Database and find out
the purpose of a sub-procedure or
function in an application.
If it wasn't for the Palmtop I
probably would not have become
as interested in programming as I
am. When I first got the Palmtop I
loaded Qbasic onto it and it ran
perfectly. (Qbasic comes with MSDOS, I used the version that came
with DOS 5.0.). I used the Palmtop
often when reading from the programming book. Now I am trying
to learn C++. I want to learn C++
so I can use the PAL library and
make System-Manager compliant
applications for the Palmtop . I
bought a book called Learning C in
12 Easy Steps. It comes with
TCLITE 1.0. The only downside to
this compiler is that I can't compile
to an .EXE. This compiler runs fine
on the Palmtop and that helps a lot
in learning the language.
AcCIS on the Palmtop provides my main link to CompuServe. I belong to the HP HAND,
Visual Basic Programmers Journal
and other various forums on
CompuServe. AcCIS is much better
for me than WinCIM. I can do with
acCIS in five minutes what it takes
me twenty minutes to do with
WinCIM on my desktop. Because
acCIS works on the Palmtop, it
frees me from being tied to a desktop. I can read CompuServe
Forums and send/receive e-mail

from anywhere.
I play the guitar and I have a
piece of equipment called the
Zoom 2020 multi-effects processor.
This is basically an advanced
group of guitar effects in one pedal
board . It comes with 20 locked
effect patches and 20 I can set
myself. I have a Database of the
patches and all the settings of the
effects as well as songs that I play
with similar effects.
I keep a Database of my CD
collection, As well as a Database of
all the songs I can play on my guitar. This includes the title of the
song and the artist. I also rate
myself on how well I can play the
songs.
Most of the students and faculty in my school never realize or
fully grasp the power and flexibility of the Palmtop until they see
mine in action. Most people
thought that it was just another
organizer and didn't believe that
the 200LX was a full-blown computer in the palm of my hand.

Pricing and Contact
Information for products
mentioned in this article
acCIS-$79

CompuServe access software for the HP
Palmtop . Contact: Shier Systems and
Software, 920 Hampshire Road, Suite A,
Westlake Village, CA 91361, USA,' Phone:
805-311-9391,' Fax: 805-371-9454,' E-mail.'
14117.2411@compuserve.com or http: //
www.shier.com.

Programming in 12 Easy Lessons
Includes disk with with TCLlTE, Borland's
Turbo C++ compiler. Examples and
answers from book are on disk. Available
from CompUSA or other computer bookstores. Published by Sam's Publishing, division of Macmillian Computer Publishing,
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Shareware/Freeware
mentioned in this article
PAL 1.6 - Collection of C-Ianguage programming functions to give DOS programs
the look and feel of built-in applications.
Freeware. Available on The HP Palmtop
Paper CD InfoBase and the HP Palmtop
Developer's Guide (see adv., page 8). Also
available on CompuServe's HP Hand
Forum, library 15.

TAKE CHARGE
Of All Your Communications
With A Single Wireless Service.
ZAP_ITTM wireless service clears away the communication
clutter. Now one wireless service handles all your
communication needs. Whether messages originate
as e-mail, faxes, or phone messages, you can receive
and respond wirelessly using your laptop, palmtop,
or PDA. Now there's no need to dial in for e-mail
or call the office for phone messages and faxes.
Get 24-hour access to all your communications
with one wireless solution.

For more information or the name
of a participating retail store call

1-888-2 -GET-DTS

?'X
I,_~1·1"-:
~~
IJTS Wireless, 10 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095

E-mail: info@dts.net • Web site: www.dtswireless.com
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TO USE YOUR PALMTOP

HP Palmtop as
Teaching Assistant
This high school teacher uses the HP Palmtop to track
attendance and grades, create math and Greek exams, and more.
By Dawes Potter

Ever since personal computers
arrived on the scene they offered
the possibility of a better way for a
high school teacher to keep grade
and attendance records. My early
experience, however, was that it
was much easier to keep records,
messy as they were, in an old fashioned grade book. Of course when
Suzie Jones entered the class in
November and got listed after Ted
Zimmer and Ted took a makeup
quiz two weeks late, my records
started looking like a Rorschach
test. Ultimately my attempts to
apply technology to both my professional and personal record keeping went through three stages:

Stage 1: 1983-1986: The Desktop. Too
expensive and way too much trouble.
Stage 2: 1987-1991 : The Laptop. Way
too expensive and too much trouble.
Stage 3: 1992-1996: The HP Palmtop.
Now you're talking!

I needed one computer
that could do it all
As I checked into the various handheld computers I discovered that
while many had spread sheets,
phone, appointment and note
books, only the HP had the capacity to hold efficiently working
Palmtop versions of fastWRITE,
Derive, GWBASIC, Greek tools and
other programs essential for my
on-the-spot needs during the average day. I needed one computer
that would meet all these needs,
not two or three.
I've been at Stage 3 for something like four years now. For 51
years I've been a Math and Ancient
Greek teacher. (The adjective
"ancient" applies to both me and
the language; 1'm only a Ii ttle
younger than the 3000-year-old
Homeric Greek I profess to teach.)
For the first 47 of those years I used
everything from cave walls to the
stages 1 and 2 outlined above for
my record keeping, making up

Even more troublesome than size
and inconvenient access were the
bootup times for the desktops and
laptops. It simply wasn't worth it
to boot up even a fast laptop just to
change one grade or to enter an
absence. Postponing for me meant
forgetting, so the expected accurate
computer records didn't really
come out that way.
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tests, drawing graphs, writing
Greek and composing articles and
letters, all with about equal inconvenience.
Maybe five years ago I ran
across an ad for the HP 95LX
Palmtop in PC Magazine. That was
the one and only big time ad I've
ever seen for any HP Palmtop, by
the way. I've often wondered why. I
ordered one and after a couple of
years treated myself to a HP 100LX.
If 1 hadn't given my umpteen thousand dollars worth of desktops and
laptops to my wife and sons, they (I
mean my computers, not my wife
and sons) would have been gathering dust and pining away with
neglect. They (again, the computers)
just aren't worth the trouble for my
kind of classroom record keeping.

Spreadsheet tracks
attendance and grades
Many of my colleagues keep
grades and attendance on their

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dawes Potter was born in Mason City, Iowa in 1922.
He now lives in White Plains, New York and teaches
math, computers and ancient Greek at nearby
Scarsdale High School. Dawes is married and has a
son, a daughter, and two step-sons. His e-mail address
is dawesp@aol.com.

desktops. Their problem is that
they have to take all their papers
home or keep written records to
enter into their computers. An inefficient time waster. I keep them on
my Palmtop in a spreadsheet that
shows each student's grades, both
numerical and letter, attendance,
including cuts and tardies, along
with other odds and ends.
The first day of class I open up
a blank version of the spreadsheet
(GRADES.WKI ii ), pass my HP
Palmtop around the classroom and
have the kids type in their names,
classes, deans, phone numbers,
addresses, and parents' names. I
show one student how to do it and
have him or her show the others.
This is more accurate and a lot less
trouble for me than copying them
myself from a printed and possibly
outdated list. And very easy to sort
by class, dean, last name, or whatever. If I need a quick class list for a
substitute teacher I hook up my
Palmtop to any available printer
around school a!ld print out the
spreadsheet.
J,l;l.e first eight columns contain
the student's name, sex, and contact information. After that come
columns to track A(bsence), L(ate)
and C(uts) . Formulas in the
columns give me the current total
of each. The next two columns give
the current numerical grade average and the corresponding letter
grade from an HLOOKUP function. That's the one I report to the
deans and administration. I incorporated in the numerical grade formula a factor which drops the lowest grade for any student who
doesn't cut a class all quarter.
Average and standard deviation
functions let me give my students a
good idea of where they stand relative to their classmates.
I keep this information with
me wherever I am . Whenever a
dean stops me in the hall to ask
how Betsy Ross and Bill
Shakespeare are doing, I whip my
HP out of my pocket and have the
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Class attendance and grade tracking spreadsheet.

up-to-date answer in two shakes.
They walk away amazed, though
they've seen my little machine in
action for years.

More than
a grade sheet

When I got my first HP Palmtop I
thought grade and attendance
records, and maybe my personal
checkbook, would be the extent of
its use for me. But as I used the
Palmtop, I began to discover that
there were a number of other very
useful programs that ran on it.
One was a versatile word processing program named fastWRITE. I used it to write pieces
like this article, which require
underlining, italics, superscripts
and subscripts.
Initially I hadn't thought about
using my HP for writing math tests
because I figured both the keyboard and the screen print would

be too small. Despite my septuagenarian eyesight, that has never
been a problem . Hitting the Fn
ZOOM combo always gives the
screen that extra boost when needed in poor lighting conditions.
Again, it's too much trouble to
crank up even my laptop to make
up a test. So I call up the
fastWRITE program from my 10M
PCMCIA card and type a question
that might look like this:

On your graphing calculator show where the
graphs of the following functions intersect:
y1 = 2XA2+ 3x - 4 and
y2 =3xA3 - 8xA2 - 3x + 5

I can then call up DERIVE from my
PCMCIA card and draw the
graphs. And from these graphs I
can find the actual coordinates of
the intersections (see graph below).
If I want a polynomial equation which has rational solutions I
call up DERIVE again and type (2x-

1

11:

2.x 2 + 3 · x - 4

12:

3 x

- 8 x

- 1 x + 5

DERIVE program graphing a function.
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1)(3x+8)(x-3)(x+l). Then I hit
E(xpand) and out comes 6x/\4+ x/\3
- 52 x l\2 -23x +24. It's much quicker
than multiplying it out by hand
and is always dead right, unlike
my own (often) sloppy mechanics.
Or I want to do some fancy
graphing in BASIC and put it on
our hallway monitor in the morning. Once again the PCMCIA card
comes to the rescue. I call up
GWBASIC and write a program for
the famous Sierpinski gasket and it
comes out looking like the screen at
the top of the next page. I then
transfer the program to the hall
monitor, dab in a few colors, and
everyone's impressed. It is an
amazing figure, with infinite
perimeter but, despite its appearance on paper, with zero area!
I've taught Greek for almost as
many years as Math. If I want to
make out a Greek quiz, I call up my
Greek Tools program and out come
the opening lines of Homer's Iliad.
Your assignment for tomorrow is
to translate it. And no fair using an
English version to get help.
Parson's G(reek) T(ools) lets me
mix English and Greek on the same
page. Or for those interested in
studying the Old Testament,
Parson's H(ebrew) T(ools) pictures a
Hebrew keyboard superimposed on
the QWERTY keyboard and you can
start writing out "In the beginning
God created ... ", only in the original.

I create fancy graphs with GWBASIC to display on the hallway monitor.
The screen above displays the famous "Sierpinski" gasket

The beauty of my HP is that
it's always there when I need it.
And when I turn it on, it's right
where I left it when I shut it off,
even if I was in the middle of a
word or a sente ... Just like that. No
booting up. If I get an inspiration
for an article, a talk or a class, I can
jot it down on the spot. Where do I
get some of my most inspired work
done? In the shower? Not at all.
My HP is a lot of wonderful things,

but it isn't waterproof. The ideas
come when I'm waiting for my
wife at Bloomie's. I'm stuck in a
waiting room with a bunch of other
guys in the same predicament,
bored out of our minds.
I know I have to be careful
about gender biased statements,
but hey! How many times can we
thumb through Vogue and Good
Housekeeping? So I take out my HP
Palmtop and write a program or a

QUALITY
The most rigid and precise memory card In the
world. Industrial temperature range card Is also
available.

SOLUTION
Q SRAM: For very low power and high speed
applications. Capacity from 32KB up to 6MB.
Q Flash: Capacity up to 32MB.

QATA Flash: Compatible with most PDAs. SolldState Mass storage up to 75MB.
Q Multi-TIme Programmable: The MTP'" cards
are price comparable to OTP cards. They
offer reprogrammability.
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Q Mask ROM: PC Card pricing as low as $10
with volume.

MTivlv

A reminder for those who may
have forgotten what we're talking
about here. It is a tiny machine,
weighing in at about nine ounces,
that's performing all these wonders. A small bulge in my left
pocket.

OEM and Private
Labeling welcome.
Distributors and
Dealers wanted.
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COMPATIBILITY
HP OmniGo, 95/1 OO/200lX, Omnlbook series,
Apple's Message Pad, SONY Magic Link. Sharp
Zaurus, CASIO Zoomer, Norand, Dauphin,
Teixon, Kalldor, Motorola Marco and Envoy, etc.

Also available: PC Card Reader Fax/Data Modem,
Ethernet LAN, ISDN, MPEG, and more.

Pretee Electronics Corp,
48521 Wanm Spring Blvd. #314. Fremont, CA 94539.
Tel: (510) 440-0535. Fax: (510) 440-0534
Email: cardinfo@pretec.com

http://www.pretec.com

letter or a math test or a college recommendation or update my checkbook. I get work done. My wife can
shop till she drops and I don't
mind. Besides, she often feels
guilty about making me wait so
long and buys me a sport shirt or
something.
It is amazing how technology
has driven the high school and college math curricula. Not many
years ago the suggestion that the
College Board would require
graphing calculators was laughable. Now they are making their
way into junior high classrooms.
While QWERTY keyboard
Palmtops are still banned from AP
exams, it doesn't seem likely the
authorities making these decisions
can hold out many more years.
With Palmtop powered programs
like DERIVE so readily available,
students without them will be left
behind. Back in the late '30's, when
I was a math major at the

University of Minnesota, engineers
were running around with sliderules swinging from their belts.
Now it's graphing calculators.
They have pretty well eliminated
those class treks to the computer
room where perhaps only a few
kids get to sit at the keyboard to try
the fancy new software . It is
impractical to go to all that trouble
to draw a couple of graphs, or even
to write a short quiz or note.
I have a big dream for
Palmtops: Imagine the day when
classroom teachers can keep
records on their Palmtops and use
them to forward attendance each
day and grades each quarter to a
central computer, with proper
security, of course. Think of avoiding the wasted hours writing out
absences, tardies, cut slips, disciplinary actions, filling in bubbles on
grade cards, and 101 other chores.
That's how these little things ought
to be used.

DiskDock™
Low-cost Backup or Auxiliary Storage
System using PCMCIA Technology

• Backup your Notebook or Laptop
with a high-speed, low cost
2-1/2" Hard Drive
• Great for systems requiring
security
• Removable-portable-compact
• PCMCIA to IDE interface

PalmTop Adaptor
External Power
• Enables Notebooks and
Laptops to use devices
requiring more power, i.e.
PCMCIA Hard Disks

Pricing and Contact
Information for products
mentioned in this article
DERIVE (Ver. 3.05) - $84.95
Mathematics program for the HP Palmtop.
Contact: EduCALC, 27953 Cabot Road,
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677, USA; Phone:
800-713-6526 or 714-582-2637; Online:
http://www.educalc.com.
FastWRITE - $59
Full-featured word processor for the HP
100/200LX. Contact: ACE Technologies,
592 Weddell Drive, #6, Sunnyvale, CA
94089, USA; Phone 800-825-9977 or 408734-0100; Fax: 408-734-3344; Online:
http://www.ace-tech.com/.
Parsons Greek and Hebrew Tools - $na
DOS version of Greek/Hebrew tools no
longer available. Windows versions for
desktop PC are. Contact: Parsons
Technology, One Parsons Drive, P.o. Box
100, Hiawatha, IA 52233-0100, USA;
Phone: 319-395-; Fax: 319-395-9600.

Shareware/freeware
mentioned in this article
GRADES.WK1 - Grades and attendance
worksheet. Freeware. Available on this
issue of The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK
and CompuServe's HPHAND forum,
Iibrary11.

••
CARD-LINK

The easy way to transfer files between your
palmtop and desktop

-+ FAST - 80,000 Bytes/Sec
-+ Easy to use - Works just like a floppy
disk drive.

-+ Convenient - plug in installation to
your parallel printer port.

-+ For both ATA flash and battery backed
up SRAM cards. Model CL683 also
allows use of type III hard drives.
Model CL680 for Type I and Type II cards.
$179.95

Model CL683 for Type I. II and III cards.
$189.95

Steele Creek Technologies. Inc.
14035 Appling Lane
Charlotte. NC 28278
Phone or Fax: 704-588- 1780
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Starting a Palmtop
User Group
Want a place to meet and exchange ideas about
your HP Palmtop? Try a Palmtop user group.
If you can't find one, start your own!

Benefits of a user group
A user group provides a place
where "like-minded" people can
come together on a regular basis to
share knowledge and experiences.
Veteran Palmtoppers share tips
with newer users. Vendors and
users alike demonstrate products
and pass copies of software to each
other. (Software sharing is limited
to shareware and freeware to avoid
copyright infringement.) Most of
all, the user group is a fun, nonthreatening place to learn and
share information about our
favorite tool.

Announcing
your user group
There are a number of effective
ways to announce the existence of
your user group.
1. In the case of the 100LX/200LX/
Omnigo, you can post messages in
comp.sys.palmtops or on CompuServe's HPHAND forum.

By Conrad Cox

The San Francisco Bay Area user
group for the Palmtop (S.P.A.M.)
started because someone posted a
question on CompuServe's HP
Handhelds Forum. The question
(something like, "Is there a
Palmtop user group meeting in the
San Francisco Area?") received
enough responses to set up a gathering.
That's generally how user
groups get started. Someone with
an interest posts a message on a
local Palmtop message board, or on
one of the many Palmtop internet
newsgroups. If there is sufficient
interest, it happens.

user group in the area. If so, you
will already know someone at the
meeting. If they do not know of
any user group, perhaps you can
enlist them to help start a group of
your own.

Before starting
your own group
Does joining a user group sound
like something you want to do? If
so, try to locate a group in your
own area. Check The HP Palmtop
Paper User Group listings and local
computer publications. If you have
access to an online service like
CompuServe or America Online,
post a message asking if anyone
knows of a group in your area.
Consider posting inquiries to
the following Internet Newsgroups:
comp.sys. palmtops
alt.comp.sys.palmtops.hp.
(If you have not been reviewing
messages from these newsgroups,
do so for several days to become
familiar with the tone of the newsgroup.)
One more idea. If you see people using a HP Palmtop, strike up a
conversation. Ask if they know of a
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2. Another way to communicate
your desire to start a user group is
to send a message to Carol de Giere
at The HP Palmtop Paper, asking
that he list you as a contact for
interested Palm toppers in your
area. All he needs is your name
and a way for people to reach you
(e-mail or postal address, phone
number, whatever is good for you).
Carol's address is carol_degiere@
thaddeus.com.
3. I'll list user group contact information on the S.P.A.M. user groups
page so people looking for a group
will know about you. Point your
Net browser to: http://ccnet4
.ccnet.com/ -cdcox/
4. Once you've set up a user group,
you should also contact Ahmet G.
Ozisik who serves as the keeper of
the HP Palmtop Worldwide User
Group News. Give him your contact information so he can forward
it to users in your area. His
addresses: Ahmet G. Ozisik, So yak
Binasi, Buyukdere Cad. 38,

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Conrad Cox is a member and organizer of the San
Francisco based Society for Palmtop Advancement
through Meetings, a Palmtop user group focusing on the
HP line of Palmtops. He works for a California-based
communications company. Most weekends he can be
found with his lOOLX reading CompuServe HPHAND
messages at his daughter's softball games.

Mecidiyekoy, Istanbol 80290,
TURKEY; E-mail: ozisika@doruk
.com.tr.
5. You might try posting a notice
on campus or on a local computer
bulletin board.

Select a meeting place
If there seems to be interest, look
for a place to meet. It can be someone's home, a restaurant, or someone's work place. (Most of
S.P.A.M.s meetings are held at
someone's office after business
hours.) Select a time and day that
people prefer, and schedule the
meeting. Communicate the meeting time and location to all interested parties. Also, post a notice on
the appropriate message boards
and internet news groups. Initial
meetings should focus on organization. At the first few meetings discuss and decide how to structure
the meetings. Here are just a few of
the questions you might want to
consider.

o Is an agenda needed? An agenda helps focus you and the group
on the meeting topics. Ask the
members to contribute items for
the next meetings agenda. The
members will appreciate the
opportunity to contribute to their
meetings. Whenever practical, distribute the agenda prior to the
meeting. Doing so allows the members to think about the topics prior
to the meeting. Remember: the
agenda serves as a guidebook for
the meeting. If the members
change the meeting direction, go
with the flow.
o Is the meeting an open forum
for questions and answers? Instead
of planning every moment of the
meeting, you and the membership
may decide to hold unstructured
meetings. All that is planned are
the meeting place and starting
time. The meeting takes on the
characteristics of a group support
session. Questions are asked and
answered. Ideas are shared.
Software is demonstrated. Multiple
conversations are the rule, not the

exception. Such a session can provide immense satisfaction because
everyone's needs can be addressed.
o Should vendors be invited to
share their products? User groups
in a technology rich geographic
region should take advantage of
any Palmtop or mobile computing
related vendors. They usually
make themselves available to user
groups, demonstrating the products they sell. The demonstrations
benefit the user group because the
members learn about new products. And the vendor hopes the
members will remember the presentation when it comes time to
buy.
o How often should the meetings be? (weekly, monthly, quarterly) When discussing the issue of
meeting frequency, be realistic. For
a user group to meet weekly, a considerable commitment of time must
be invested by everyone. The
group may burn out in a matter of
months. Quarterly meetings might
not be frequently enough.
(S.P.A.M. meets monthly, with a
month off here or there.) Ask the
membership what seems reasonable to them.
o Should the meetings occur at
the same place and time each
month, or vary? Instinctively one
might think a user group should
convene at the same place for each
meeting. Doing so certainly makes
planning easier. However, if an
interest in attending meetings
crosses "normal" commutable
boundaries, alternating locations
allows more people to participate.
Again, let the members help decide
what is right for the group.
o Who takes the minutes and
who publishes them?
o How will minutes be distributed? (fax, e-mail, given out at the
next meeting)
o Are minutes really needed at
all? (keep your life simple)
Minutes serve a number of
valuable purposes. Minutes inform
members who miss a meeting.
They serve as a permanent record
of the user groups activities.
Minutes can also serve as an example of what occurs at meetings,
something a perspective member

HP 1000LX
Has: V 5.0 MS DOS
V Laplink
11' 1 MBRAM

calculator
._. world

~':

fll( OJIJO! (lIe d

Tel: 610·588·4444
Fax: 610·588·1727

Repair • Buy • Sell • Trade
might find valuable. But someone
needs to take and publish them,
distribute and maintain them for as
long as the group might exist.
Whatever the group decides to do,
be sure to get volunteers to help
out.
o Should dues be charged?
S.P.A.M.s meeting locations cost
nothing. Therefore, we do not
charge dues. If we decide to
expand our services in any way
(like a paper newsletter, Palmtop
related services or products, etc.)
dues could be an option. Your user
group should weigh the pros and
cons of collecting dues. Collecting
dues requires that someone continually manages the funds, like a
club treasurer. Periodic audits
should be performed by a disinterested party. It may be advantageous to become a not-for-profit
corporation. Be sure to enlist the
help of a qualified accountant and
tax consultant before considering
collecting dues.
o Set aside time at the end of the
meeting to set the next meeting
date. Also, don't hesitate to ask the
people in a ttendance how the
meeting might be improved for
next time. Arrange for a way to
announce meeting dates.
o Finally, keep it simple and
don't do it all yourself. Involve others to do the minutes, find a location, etc.
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Minutes from S.P.A.M.
A summary of three meetings from the
San Francisco area Palmtop Users' Group.
Below are excerpts from some meeting minutes for the S.PAM. user
group, written by Conrad Cox. S.PAM. e-mails the minutes to members
not in attendance.

Minutes from January 18, 1996
The Meeting was held at 1 Market St., San Francisco. It was called to
order at about 7 p.m. In Attendance: Michael Allgood (our host), Conrad
Cox (record keeper), Heather Hollick, Frank Nagle, Markell Simpson.
HP OmniGo 100 Demonstration
Frank Nagle gave an overview of his OmniGo 100 organizer. As a self
proclaimed gadget nut, he was motivated to get it just to see what it can
do. Then he learned that Megahertz may be targeting their new wireless
modem and e-mail software for the OmniGo organizer. (Last month Frank
demonstrated how he uses a wireless modem from Ericcson as his sole
electronic mail solution. He had a problem, though, in that the modem is
large and heavy. The Megahertz wireless modem, on the other hand, will
be a PC Card with an appendage the size of a nine volt battery. Frank
says he cannot wait to stop carrying his brick.)
Many reports about the pros and cons of the OmniGo organizer
have appeared elsewhere. Frank reported that after living with his
OmniGo organizer for about 3 weeks, it is clear that his Palmtop does
things that the OmniGo organizer can't. But the OmniGo organizer is a
good solution for someone needing an organizer, something less than a
pocket computer.
Alternative Input Devices
We discussed the merits of input devices: keyboard, pen, and corded keyboard. Everyone had an opinion.
Regarding pen input: people have been writing for thousands of
years. Why would we want to use this old technology when there might be
something better? After all, how fast can you write with Graffiti?
Regarding recorded input: Imagine how fast and convenient it would
be to hold a Palmtop in one hand, all the while pressing 3, 4, or 5 keys at
a time to form letters and words. Note taking would be much less obtrusive at client meetings. Sure, you would have to learn to type again. But it
might be worth it.
Regarding keyboard input: I can type on the current keyboard faster
than I can write. Why change?

available from various vendors for sale or month-to-month rental/lease.
ACE is offering the pager and service.
Mark also demonstrated how easily Windows 3.0 runs on the 200LX.
It actually works! Anyone for Solitaire?
The group discussed the advantages of the 4MB memory upgrade
for the 200LX. Also, the clock speed upgrade was mentioned. As many
know, the crystal upgrade can significantly speed up CPU-intensive
processes. It has little or no effect on I/O operations. A few users suggested that doing the upgrade yourself could be more than a little difficult,
especially if one has only beginning level soldering skills. [So far, I've only
heard success stories.] ACE will begin offering some of these upgrades
very soon.
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 21 , 1996. It will
be held in San Mateo again.

Minutes for May 16, 1996
In attendance: Conrad Cox, Michael Allgood (host), Leon Blackburn,
Cariak (forgive me if I've mangled the spelling)
Conrad said that, in the old S.PAM. tradition of raffles, he will donate a
few items for a drawing at the next meeting. If anyone cares to donate
Palmtop or computer related stuff, let Conrad know, or just bring it to the
meeting. (Actually, it could be anything that might be of value to the membership.) I'm not sure how the door prize will work (names in a hat, furthest distance traveled; we'll figure something out).
Cariak, a new member, is also new to Palmtops. Her questions were
answered by all, and Michael and Conrad helped edit her
AUTOEXEC.BAT so she could start using her EXP modem/memory card.
Leon had acCIS loaded on his machine, but hadn't yet tried to
access CompuServe. Michael found a phone line and successfully ran the
join script for the HPHAND forum. Unfortunately, time and batteries prevented us from downloading any messages.
The rest of the meeting time was spent discussing the merits of the
5MB memory upgrade offered by a few vendors. The upgrade is useful for
people that want the convenience of more C: drive disk space.

For more information on S.P.A.M.,
contact the author at:

Minutes from February 22, 1996
Internet address:
In attendance: Frank Nagle (host), Richard Kehoe, Mark Scardina, Jose
Sabas, Charles Ader, Conrad Cox, and at least one other new person
whose name I didn't record. (I could blame it on the OmniGo 100 I was
using to take notes, but I wont .)
This meeting had no agenda, so Members discussed many topiCS.
Mark Scardina demonstrated the new SkyTel two-way pager. Frank
Nagle sent e-mail messages (using an Erikkson Mobidem for wireless email) to the pager, and Mark was able to reply. Very little time was needed
to pass messages to and fro. The pager is available with various coverage
packages, from regional (in California that means statewide) to full United
States coverage. And maybe beyond. (I don't remember.) The pager is
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cdcox@ccnet.com
World Wide Web addresses:
WWW: http://ccnet4.ccnet.com/-cdcox
(S.PAM. Palmtop user group) or
WWW: http://ccnet4 .ccnet* .com/-cdcox/
maillst.htm (For information on the e-mail list for the
minutes.
CompuServe address: [76164,467]

W TO USE YOUR PALMTOP

Lotus cc:Mail - One of My
Most Useful Palmtop Applications
One of the Palmtop's least-used applications is his
most-used communications program.
By Jorgen Wallgren
For most Palmtop users cc:Mail
Mobile is one of the least-used of
the Palmtop's built-in applications.
CC:Mail Mobile is the strippeddown version of the popular Lotus
e-mail communications program
built into the Palmtop. Many
Palmtop users think it's totally useless, or worse, don't even know it
exists on the Palmtop. I can understand these feelings since I once
had the same low opinion of
ceMail. Then circumstances forced
me to figure out how to use it on
the Palmtop. I began to realize how
valuable it was and why HP put it
on the Palmtop in the first place.
I work for a manufacturing
company in Singapore. The head
office has a Novel network running
Windows 3.1 and using a Windows
version of ceMail (version 2.0) for
e-mail and Internet access. When I
first bought my 200LX I realized
that I had cc:Mail built into the
Palmtop. But since my office was
running a Windows version of the
program, I didn't think it would
work and ignored it.
Then one day my boss told me
that I had to have access to the
office's ceMail system while I was
traveling and ordered me to carry a
notebook computer with cc:Mail
capability with me whenever I was
on the road. The reason I bought
the Palmtop in the first place was

so I would not have to lug around
a five-pound notebook. I suddenly
had a very practical reason to get
ceMail to work on the Palmtop.

Configuring cc:Maii
It turned out to be surprisingly
easy to get ceMail up and running.

1. I opened the cc:Mail Mobile
application and pressed iF 10 1 to go
to the Connect dialog box, which

Pr::.efix:
Post Qffice:
User Name:

Phone Number:
Dial !'!.ode:
Dial Iimeout:
Idlg Timeout:
Manua.1 D ia l :
Ma.l5. Msg Size:

~assword:

Baud:
l.nterface:
Flow bontro l:
[Bdd Host

prompts you to select the host system you will connect to. The
default host, cc:Mail, should be
highlighted.
2. Press I!!:!I-I!) to go to the ceMail
settings dialog box (shown below).
This screen lets you customize
ceMail so that it interfaces properly
with another system running cc:Mail.
When you first open this dialog box
you'll notice that most of the settings
are predefined. I modified Host
name, Post Office, Username,
Password, Baud rate, Interface,

I

Qelete

Cancel

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jorgen Wallgren currently works for Flecon Multi System
Pte Ltd in Singapore, which designs and manufactures
Intelligent Guestroom Control Systems for hotels. As
System Application Manager, Mr. Wallgren is involved in
sales, marketing and technical applications, with
Indonesia as his main market. He graduated from the
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HOW TO USE: Using Lotus cc:Mai/

operator to call the head office in
Singapore and access the network.
Messages sent: 0
Messages recetved: 1

ccMa
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CC:Mail Connect screen showing that I had sent 0 messages and received 1.

Modem Volume and Phone Number.
If you don't know the proper settings, you'll need to check with your
systems administrator.
After customizing the settings
I pressed IALTI-I!) (Add Host) to
save the settings.
3. Specify the "Mailbox Location."
This specifies the location on the
Palmtop where incoming mail is
stored. I use the EXP ThinFax
PCMCIA fax/modem card that
comes with 4MB of built-in flash
memory. This memory is configured to appear as the F drive on
my Palmtop.
From the main cc:Mail screen I
pressed IMENU) Eile Mailbox
Location Yes, filled in the location
(in my case F: \MAIL) and pressed
IF10) OK.
It was easy to configure cc:Mail,

but would it work? I connected my
fax/modem to the telephone line
and pressed I~ IENTERI to connect.
I received a number of procedural
messages informing me that
cc:Mail was "Reading Settings,"
"Resetting Modem," "Waiting for
Connection," and "Checking for
new messages." Finally, I saw the
screen shown at the top of the
page. I had received an e-mail message. CC:Mail was working on the
first try! I could send to, and
receive messages from the
Windows version of cc:Mail running on the office network.

"An incredibly
useful application"

cc:Mail is an incredibly useful
application for me. My time is split
between traveling and working in
the office - three weeks on the
road, one week in the office. When
I am in the office, I e-mail messages
to co-workers instead of running
around after them or playing
phone-tag. When I travel I can now
do the same. We have distributors
around the world, each with access
to the office network. I can now
communicate with them via
cc:Mail, instead of having to send
faxes all the time. The cost of pages
sent via cc:Mail is a fraction of the
cost for a conventional fax.
I also receive faxes via cc:Mail.
A fax will come in for me at the
main office in Singapore. The office
uses a program called Delrina
Winfax Pro 4.0 to receive the fax.
The same program lets office personal save the fax as a PCX graphics file. This file can be attached to
an e-mail message and sent to me
via cc:Mail. I then use a small software utility program called LXPIC
, which lets me view (or modify)
the PCX file on the Palmtop.

Connecting from
a manual-dial phone

When traveling, I don't always
have access to an International
Direct Dialing line. When this is the
case, I have to go through the local
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1. Configuring cc:Mail - First, I
open cc:Mail and configure it for
manual dialing by pressing the following keys:
I~

Brings up the Connect dialog box.
IALTI-I!) Takes me to the Edit
Settings box.
IALTI-IEI Takes me to the Manual
Dial settings field.
III
Selects "Yes" for manual
dialing.
~
Updates the cc:Mail configuration settings.
This leaves me in cc:Mail's Connect
dialog box.
2. Make the physical connection
- Before I call the operator I connect the Palmtop to the phone line.
The phone systems in most of the
places I stay are not set up for this,
so I developed a work-around
solution. I open the little phone
jack box that the phone is connected to and connect the EXP modem
directly to the wires. I have an RJ11 phone cable with alligator clips
on one end and a female connector
on the other. The clips connect to
the phone wires. The female connector connects to the EXP PC Card
modem, and the EXP card slips
into the Palmtop. This arrangement
makes it possible to use the phone
to dial and talk with the operator,
and still connect with the system at
the appropriate time.
3. Call the operator - Next, I call
the local operator and have her or
him dial the phone number that
connects to the head office network
in Singapore. When I hear the
modem tone, I press IENTER I and I
am connected.
4. Put things back the way they
were - When I am finished, I carefully replace the cover to the phone
jack box and pack away my two
small screwdrivers and my customized RJ-ll phone cable.

useless," cc:Mail is one of the most
useful applications on my HP
Palmtop.
@ Local

o

Pr':iv(.'~t,(}

H(;~Mot,u

Pricing and Contact
Information for products
mentioned in this article
All prices are manufacturer's suggested
retail price. It may be possible to purchase
the product for less at third-party vendors.

CC:Mail's Add/Modify Names screen displays the names and e-mail address in your cc:Maii
Address Book and lets you modify them, delete them, or add new names.

Some minor restrictions

I have noticed that cc:Mail Mobile
lacks some of the capabilities of the
desktop version:
1. cc:Mail Mobile only allows me to
"Copy unread mail and disconnect." This means I can't sit there,
connected up to the network's
cc:Mail via modem and interact
with the system. I have to connect
up, send e-mail I've composed off
line, receive incoming messages,
and disconnect to read the new
messages.
cc:Mail on your desktop allows
for an "Interactive connection to
Post Office." Whenever an e-mail
message comes in you get beeped.
You can compose a reply on the
spot and send it off immediately.
2. I have to update my Address
Book manually. When you compose a cc:Mail message, you must
enter the e-mail address of the
recipient. You can type the address
in or get it from an Address Book
that is part of the cc:Mail program.
The desktop version of cc:Mail lets
you enter a new address as you are
composing the message and then
save it to the Address Book for
future use. The Palmtop's version
of cc:Mail does not. You must press
IMENU I Mail Add/Modify Names to
open the Address Book and type in
the address (see screen above).
3. The cc:Mail's Receipt option
does not work with incoming messages. The Receipt option informs

the sender when you receive and
open the message to read it. If a
person sends you a message with
the Receipt option checked, he or
she will not be notified when you
read the message.
I have used Lotus cc:Mail on
my HP Palmtop for more than one
year now. It's easy to up- and
download e-mail and faxes wherever I am, and the whole system
fits in my pocket. Far from "totally

EXP Thinfax fax/modem card - $varies
PC Card fax/modem with 4MB of onboard
flash memory.
CONTACT: EXP, Phone: 800-EXP-6922 ext
641 or 714-453-1020; Fax: 714-453-1319;
On Line: http://www.expnet.com.

Sharewarelfreeware
mentioned in this article
LXPIC.ZIP - Lets you view and modify
PCX formatted graphics files on the HP
Palmtop. Freeware. Available on this issue
of The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK and
CompuServe's HPHAND forum, library11.

The

World Wide Web Browser
for the HP Palllltop

79.

SpeCial IntrOdUctory
Price'

WWW/LX (pronounced WeblLX, from D&A Software
inc., is the first World Wide Web access solution
specifically designed for the HP Palmtop computer.

Features include:
•
•
•
•
•

Easy installation and setup with WWWSETUP program.
Support for SLIP and PPP communications protocols.
Support for forms. GIF images and file downloads .
Hot lists (aka bookmarks)
Easy access to local files.

§i
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SHIER SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE, IN C.

<;HIFR " ystem s & So ft ware, Inc. specia li zes i n H P PalmtoD ComrlltFl!r<; ~nrl ~("("FI!,,<;oriP.<; Thic; WR h .;; itp
pro vide s a l oo k a t many o f o ur produ ct s plu s o ther u seful inform a ti o n
- ~ It's here! PM..., •.4·1444. f o r the HP Pa lmto p
The new boo k: Ipc in Your Poc ket!1 is here now! Ca ll us t o order it today!

• nra=

-~---~~-----~-

Customer Reaction to WWWfIX
"WWW/IX will single-handedly broaden the appeal of the HP Palmtop beyond measure. I
do not believe that a better online browser c ould be written ... "
Ian Melville - Marketing Director - AutoSystems Co. Ltd.

Shier Systems & Software, Inc.
920 Hamoshire Rd .. Suite A
Westlake Village. CA 91361
Phone: (805) 371-9391 Fax: (805) 371-9454
E-mail.info@shier.com Web Site: http://www.shier.com
'Price does not include shipping costs. CA reSidents inc lude 7.25% sales tax
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cc:Mail · Making a
Successful Connection
Practical tips on setting up and running cc:Mail on the HP Palmtop.
By Mark Scardina

CC:Mail is one of the communications programs built-into the HP
Palmtop. It allows the Palmtop
user to connect to and communicate any cc:Mail system. Until
recently, it has been one of the
most misunderstood and least used
applications on the Palmtop. (See
the articles beginning on pages 41
and 47 for more on the use of
cc:Mail.)
CC:Mail's operation on the
Palmtop is largely governed by the
configura tion settings in the
CCMAIL.INI and the .MDM
(modem settings) file. These files
are located in your C:\_DAT directory. They are simple text files that
can be edited with Memo. Don't
worry about making changes in
these files. There are backup ROM
versions in 0: \ _DAT.

CCMAIL.INI: The cc:Maii
host settings file

Setting up multiple hosts - The
[MENU I .connect S.ettings option in
cc:Mail lets you set up more than
one "Host." This is a very useful
function if you use your Palmtop
with different modems or from a
variety of locations. The CCMAIL
.INI configuration file is updated
whenever you change your settings
or add a Host within cc:Mail. Since
CCMAIL.lNI is a text file, you can
modify it from a text editor like

Memo. In fact, it's quicker to make
changes with Memo, as long as you
are careful.
The CCMAIL.lNI file is structured very much like the INI files
used with Microsoft's Windows
program. The screen below shows
the first lines from the default version of CCMAIL.INI, found in
D:\_DAT.
; cc:Mail Configuration File
[cc:Mailj
driver=D:'LDAT\CCMAIL.DRV
prefix=CCMAIL
poname=Silver-HQ
username=?
password=?
speed=2400
port=COM1
flow=Hardware
mdm=D:\_DAT\HAYES.MDM
volume=Medium
phone=555-1212
dialmode=Tone
dialtimeout=60
idletimeout=5
manual=No
maxmsgsize=O

The name of each of the multiple
hosts you set up will be set off with
brackets and followed by a number
of lines describing the specific configuration. The above screen shows
the default host, named kc:Mail],
followed by the configuration lines.
CCMAIL.lNI also has a section
called [CCMAIL PROMPTS]. This
section actually provides the labels
and options contained in the
cc:Mail Setup screen. This section
looks like this:
[CCMAIL PROMPTS]
prefix=P&refix:
poname=Post &Office:
username=User &Name:
password=&Password:
Speed=&Baud:,300, 1200,2400,4800,9600, 19200
porl=&lnterface:,COM1,COM2,Alternate,lnfrared
flow=Flow &Control:,Hardware,None
mdm=Modem &File:
volume=Modem &Volume:,Off,Low,Medium,High
phone=P&hone Number:
dialmode=Dial &Mode:,Tone,Pulse
dialtimeout=Dial &Timeout:
idletimeout=ldl&e Timeout:
manual=Manua&IDial:,No,Yes
maxmsgsize=Ma&x Msg Size:

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mark Scardina is a regular contributor to The HP Palmtop Paper. He is
Director of Technical Marketing for ACE Technologies. He is also the
Sysop of the HP Handhelds and HPPC Forums on CompuServe and the
author of numerous utility programs for the HP Palmtops. His
CompuServe 10 is [76711,732].
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These should not have to be modified but can be if you want to
change hotkeys or the labels.
Comments can be added as long as
they are prefaced with a ";" on
each line.
Most of the configuration lines
in the first example above are selfexplanatory, but a couple of them
are worth commenting about.
username= and password=
These are the fourth and fifth lines
down in the lines describing the
host. They have a ? in the example
above because the username and
password have not yet been specified. Once they are, they will
appear in this file. If you forget
your password or username, you
cannot view them from cc:Mail
setup, but you can see them by
viewing CCMAIL.lNI in Memo.
Unfortunately, so can anyone else.
These settings are also useful to

check if the Post Office rejects your
logon.
manual=
Set this line to manual=yes when
attempting to dial on international
or hotel phone systems. This causes
cc:Mail to prompt you to dial the
phone number manually when you
wish to connect. This makes credit
card calls and hotel access much
easier as you simply press IENTER!
when the Post Office modem picks
up.
maxmsgsize=
The "Maximum Message Size" line
is very important to Palmtop users.
By default this field is set to "0",
which means that all messages and
file attachments will be downloaded when you get your mail. By
setting this field to a value such as
"20000," cc:Mail will ask your permission to download any message
larger than that value. You can

then decline to download large
messages on your Palmtop, saving
connect time and storage space.
Later you can access your Post
Office with cc:Mail on your desktop and let that version download
the large messages.
mdm=
Finally the "Modem Settings File"
line points to a file with a .MOM
extension
(mdm=O: \ _OAT\
HA YES.MOM in the example
above).
The .MOM file configures
cc:Mail to work with a specific
modem (Hayes-compatible modems
in the example above). The line
specifies the path so the .MOM file
can be located anywhere (except
the A drive if you use a PCMCIA
modem). The .MOM file is a simple
text file that tells cc:Mail everything it needs to know about that
particular modem. HA YES.MOM
is shown on the next page:

Special Offer
Trans PC Card

Flash Card & PC Drive Combo
5MB ATA Flash and Drlve..... $299.00
10MB ATA Flash and Drive... $435.00
20MB ATA Flash and Drive... $695.00

PC Card
5MB Card Alone.................... $269.00
10MB Card Alone.................. $405.00
20MB Card Alone.................. $675.00

Memory Cards
1MB SRAM ............................. $129.00
2MB SRAM............................. $199.00

CaIlfor ComPlete Catalog
Me -AMX -VISA Accepted

ENVOY.
DATA
CORPORATION
953 E. Juanita Ave., Suite A
Mesa, Arizona 85204
Tel: (602) 892-0954 • Fax: (602) 892-0029
Web Page: http://www.envoydata.com

1-800-368-6971

Universal Parallel Port
The PC Card with Fast Parallel Port and Flash for:
•
•
•
•

Connection to parallel devices: 100MB Zip drives and other parallel peripherals.
Printing to parallel printers from DOS and System Manager Applications.
Instant transfer and management of files between Palmtop, Notebook and Desktop PCs.
Fast parallel 10 bits wide data acquisition and control.

This Type I multifunction card , incorporating Trans Processor developed by Trans Digital (manufactured by
NEC Japan) and 128 K Flash, complies with the latest PC Card Standard. Trans Processor, compatible with
AT Parallel Port, has built-in Write-Back Transfer Engine for high speed and error-free transfer between PCs.
The speed is 8 times faster than EPP (850,000 Bytes/sec. between two Notebook PCs). Trans PC software for
transfer (Dos Command Line and Point and Shoot Interface) and Card Installation Client for Plug'n Play and
"Hot Insertion" operation on 200LX are provided on the Card flash. These programs are running directly form
the flash on the Card which becomes 200LX drive A: upon insertion. The Card has very low power requirement
and is fully compatible with DOS, Windows and Windows '95. The Card comes with 3 ft. Trans Flex Cable for
connection to PC parallel port (transfer) and for connection to the printer cable or Zip drive. Available is 6 ft. or
20 ft. Universal Trans Cable for ultra high speed transfers between two Cards.
Trans PC Card with Trans Flex Cable, Users' Manual and Quick Reference - $159.00
Optional Universal Trans Cables 6 It! 20 ft. - $29.50 / $59.50

For more information and dealer nearest you please call:

Trans Digital Corporation

,

39210 State Street, Suite 105, Fremont, CA 94538
Tel: (510) 745·9777 • Fax: (510) 745·9937
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HOW TO USE: cc:Maii tips
; cc:Maii Generic Modem Command File
[attributes]
MODELS=Generic
NULL MODEM=O
[commands]
ESCAPE=+++
ATTENTION=ATZ
ATTENTION=ATEOV1
HANGUP=ATHO
SETUP=ATSO=OQOX4
SETUP=ATS7=60S10=50
RTS/CTS ENABLED=
RTS/CTS IGNORED=
VOLUME OFF=ATMO
VOLUME LOW=ATM1L1
VOLUME MEDIUM=ATM1L2
VOLUME HIGH=ATM1L3
MANUAL DIAL=ATX3S9=6D
AUTO DIAL SETUP=ATS9=6
AUTO PULSE DIAL=ATDP
AUTO TONE DIAL=ATDT
AUTO DIAL SUFFIX="

Because it is a text file it can also be
edited in Memo. If fact it can only
be edited by a text editor. There is
no setup utility to change this file,
like there is with CCMAIL.INI. If
you wish to use a modem and you
don't have an .MOM file for it, you
can edit an existing .MOM file and
save it with a new name. When
editing these files in Memo, they
must be saved as ASCII files or
they will not work.
Since most of the problems
associated with connecting to your
Post Office are in getting your
Palmtop's modem to communicate
with the server's modem, the settings in this file are very important.
There are two sections to the
MOM file - [attributes] and (commands].
The [attributes] section contains two lines: MOOELS=Generic
and NULL MOOEM=O. The "MOOELS=" line simply describes the
type of modem, in this case a generic modem. The "NULL MOOEM="
tells cc:Mail whether it should use a
direct Serial connection (1) or, as in
this example, a Modem connection
(0). This would most likely only be
changed if you maintained your
own Post Office and wanted to connect directly to it.

The [command] section specifies the setup parameters of your
modem. When you run cc:Mail, the
Palmtop transmits these parameters to the modem, thereby configuring it. The specific setting is a
string of alphanumeric characters
that follow the "=" sign on each
line. Except for ESCAPE and
AUTO DIAL SUFFIX, every string
should begin with "A T" and the
entire string must be on a single
line. Also strings can be no longer
than 64 characters after the "=".
One additional tip is that you can
repeat a value such as SETUP=.
This is very useful when, for example, your modem cannot detect the
dial tone. By entering a second
string, ";SETUP=ATX3", below the
first, you can activate the blind dial
option (dialing without waiting for
a dial tone) by simply removing
the semi-colon. Thus your standard
Setup string can remain intact.

Interactions between
the CCMAIL.INI and .MDM configuration files

"Flow control" allows your
Palmtop to communicate with the
modem at a higher speed than the
two modems are communicating.
This gives the Palmtop's CPU more
time to write to memory and do
other housekeeping chores. The
proper flow control (flow=) and
speed (speed =) settings in
CCMAIL.INI can speed things up
and make the connection more reliable. To do this you must enable
Flow Control in your Setup
(Flow=Hardware), modify the
.MOM modem settings file
(RTS/CTS ENABLE=AT&K3), and
set the speed higher (speed=9600).
Connecting to cc :Mail via a
modem and cellular phone is more
difficult and far less reliable. Do
not attempt this if you need speed
or a large file transferred. To minimize file transfer problems you
should specify a slower baud rate
(1200 or 2400 bps) in the "speed="
line of CCMAIL.INI. There are two
protocols that are included wit h
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various modems that enhance reliability - MNPlO and LAPM. These
require that the modem on the Post
Office be have them set up as well.
You can enable these with the
proper AT commands in the
"SETUP=" string of your MOM
file.
You can find .MOM files
already setup up for various
modems
in
CompuServe's
HPHANO Forum, Lib:9).

Correcting Internet
addresses

Internet mail has several addressing formats and one particular format causes problems with cc:Mail.
If you receive a message that has
the FROM address in angle brackets, (i.e., "Hal Goldstein <haCgoldstein@thaddeus.com>") and you
try to use the Reply option to
respond to it, cc:Mail will create a
folder using the e :mail address
instead of sending the message.
The workaround is to edit the To:
field of the Reply, replacing the
"<>" with "0". You can use the following System macro to automate
the process.
{F6}{Enter}{Copy}{Memo }{Paste }{Home}
{F4}<{Enter}{Shift+Home} {Del}{Del}{F4}>
{Enter}{Enter}{F4 }at{Enter}{Shift+Home}
{Del}{8ackSp}{Home}{Shift+End}{Copy}
{Menu}qn{Paste}{Shift+Tab}

Assign this macro to the F6 key.
Then, from cc:Mail with the original message highlighted in your
Inbox, run the macro (i.e., press ~
- ~ instead of ~) .
Another address problem concerns entries in your Palmtop's
address book. Any address that has
a remote post office such as "at
Internet" as its User address must
not have its User Name formatted
as "Last Name, First Name". If it
does, cc:Mail will assume these are
local cc :Mail addresses and any
messages you try to send will be
rejected.

W TO USE YOUR PALMTOP
Q: How is the 800 number billed?

@Palmtop - Internet

A: The actual phone call to the 800
number is free, but your account is
billed by the amount of time you
are connected to the system, in one
minute increments. We have set up
Silver and Gold service plans that
provide 75 and 150 minutes respectively. In addition, users can call our
408 access number, which has no
per minute charges or limits on the
number of bytes transmitted.
It should also be remembered
that cc:Mail is a very efficient e-mail
application. An average call is well
under two minutes, thanks to it
being a full 8-bit protocol. Also, the
Internet mail header is not transmitted from the gateway. This results
in over a 50% savings in online time
compared to current Internet e-mail
applications.

e-mail Service for

the HP Palmtop
ACE Technologies' @Palmtop service
lets Palmtop users send and receive
e-mail via the built-in cc:Mail
communications program.
By Mark Scardina

[Hewlett-Packard has viewed the
Palmtop as an e-mail companion since
they provided cc:Mail Mobile in the
lOOLX. Unfortunately, it proved to be
a vision that was well ahead of its
practical use. Now that we have e-mail
access as a company requirement and
the Internet as the vehicle of choice we
thought it would be timely to investigate how the Palmtop could fit into
this new scenario. Long time readers
are familiar with Mark Scardina's contribution to this magazine. For this
article, I asked him to put on his "day
job" hat as Director of Technical
Marketing for ACE Technologies and
talk about the @Palmtop e-mail service
that ACE has started.-Hal Goldstein}

Q: What exactly is @Palmtop?

subscribe to our service can send
and receive e-mail by calling our
408 or 800 numbers from cc:Mail on
their Palmtop.
Additionally, we provide a
"mirror POP3" account. This allows
users to send and receive e-mail via
a desktop or other computer running any Internet e-mail application
such as Netscape Navigator,
Eudora, Internet Explorer, etc.
We have also just started a fax
delivery service for mail and attachments, a Pager forwarding option,
and IMAP support (more on this
later).

Q: Do I have to use your e-mail
address? Will I still get mail
addressed to another e-mail
address? How does this work from
the point of view of an end user?

A: @Palmtop provides nation-wide
Internet e-mail and fax service to
HP 100/200LX users using the
Palmtop's built-in cc:Mail Mobile
program. What we have done is to
set up a cc:Mail Post Office on our
server and connected it directly to
the Internet. This "gateway" allows
Internet e-mail to be converted into
cc:Mail and vice versa. Users who

A: @Palmtop users get an e-mail
address and mail received to this
address can be forwarded to any or
all of your other e-mail accounts.
Any of your other e-mail addresses
that have forwarding capability will
be able to send mail into your
@Palmtop mailbox.

Q: Would I use your service if I
lived outside U.S.?
A: We currently have a number of
international customers even
though we do not have in-country
access numbers at this time. For Email use, @Palmtop can be advantageous when compared to some of
the surcharges that are charged by
local Internet services. We are planning individual international access
in the near future. We can connect
to company post offices in the U.S.
This lets companies that have international divisions use the Internet
with cc:Mail for economical interoffice e-mail.

Q: PALMTOP.COM used to
advertise in The HP Palmtop Paper.
What is the relationship between
the two companies? How is
@Palmtop different?
A: Martin Paul founded PALMTOP.COM in 1994 and built it up
not only user by user, but by attracting companies that already used
cc:Mail internally but needed
Internet e-mail addresses and
access.
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Since my early days in the
CompuServe Forum creating HP
Palmtop access programs, I have
felt that communications was one of
the Palmtop's greatest attractions.
The ability to get a running start on
your daily e-mail or catch up while
at a restaurant, standing in line, etc.,
makes the Palmtop a very powerful
and compelling tool.
ACE's expertise in Palmtop
communications and our continuous Internet connection made this
business venture a good fit, therefore ACE acquired PALMTOP
.COM and renamed it @Palmtop.
Martin is still very much involved
in the corporate services end of this
venture.

Q: What are the advantages of
using cc:Mail rather than other
software?
A: cc:Mail is built into the
Palmtop's ROM, which is one of its
most important advantages. You
don't need to take up disk space for
another piece of software.
cc:Mail is a mature e-mail application that brings with it a number
of advantages for the remote user
who has restricted disk space. First,
cc:Mail uses a binary protocol to
send and receive messages.
UUENCODE or MIME encoding and decoding is handled by our
gateway instead of by the Palmtop.
This reduces the disk space requirements and connect time for the
Palmtop user. You can also set a file
attachment limit in cc:Mail before
going online to prevent getting a file
that would cause you to run out of
disk space.
cc:Mail handles message overhead very efficiently. It does not
need to transmit a huge Internet
header and logs on and off very
quickly as compared to some
Internet e-mail applications. We
have tracked average calls for our
users and found they are typically
one minute.

Q: Does @Palmtop have advanced
or special features a company might
want to take advantage of?
A: @Palmtop offers a number of
advantages for companies. Since we
are a full cc:Mail Post Office, companies can gain access to the
Internet by simply having their own
cc:Mail Router call ours on a periodic basis. As distinct from many
other services, we provide a number of addressing options. Companies can have their own domain.
This is useful if the company runs
cc:Mail internally and simply wants
to add Internet e-mail access. They
also can use sub-domains.
Companies also have a different
billing plan with a rate tied to
usage. This allows them to easily
add or delete users as their account
is in the companies' name and not
the individual's.
By subscribing to @Palmtop,
companies can add Internet e-mail
access by simply adding a modem
to their cc:Mail Post Office. The
alternative is setting up their own
gateway and installing a direct connection to the Internet. This quite
typically would end up costing over
$10,000 and have monthly charges
well in excess of our service.

PC's you may be using.
These differences are major
advantages to Palmtop and
Notebook users as they give them
the control that many proprietary
mail servers (such as CompuServe
and AOL) offer, but with an openstandard protocol. @Palmtop's mail
server is already IMAP compliant
and we plan to introduce shortly a
IMAP application that will run on
the Palmtop to bring these features
to our users.

Pricing and Contact
Information for products
mentioned in this article
@Palmtop - $Varies
Nation-wide Internet e-mail/fax using your
Palmtop's built-in cc:Mail application.
Contact: ACE Technologies, Inc., 592
Weddel Drive, #6, Sunnyvale, CA 94089,
USA," Phone: 800-825-9911 or 408-1340100,. Fax: 408-134-3344,' Online:
http://www.ace-tech.coml

Trade Up!

Q: What do you see as the future
enhancements and direction of
remote e-mail?
A: The Internet has proven itself
capable of supporting e-mail for
communications between companies, and within a single company.
There is a relatively new mail protocol called Internet Mail Access
Protocol (IMAP) that is an alternative to Post Office Protocol (POP).
They both are designed for offline
processing but IMAP's strength lies
in its online and disconnected operation. IMAP allows users to view
the message headers before downloading them and selectively Mark,
Delete, Reply, Forward, etc., without actually downloading the message until needed. It can also recover from disconnections and synchronize your mail box with other
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Trade your working or non-working HP 95/100LX toward a new
HP 200LX. You'll be delighted
with our high trade in allowance
and low 200 pricing. Call today
for a fast friendly quote.
Phone: 610-588-4444
Fax: 610-588-1727
1086 S Delaware Drive
Mt. Bethel, PA 18343

i'7~ calculator
".':;;-, world
incOI'/iorotl'd
Repair • Buy • Sell • Trade

OW TO USE YOUR PALMTOP

USING 1-2-3

Using a 1·2·3 Worksheet
to Format a Memo Document
You can use the power of the Palmtop's clipboard and 1-2-3's date
and string manipulation capabilities to custom format titles and
headings in Memo documents. This tutorial shows how to create
and use a 1-2-3 template to set up daily titles in a journal.
By Carl Merkle

You may remember the popular
T.V. show "Doogie Howser, M.D."
The show always ended with the
young Dr. Howser writing the
day's observations in his diary, a
simple word processing document
on a desktop Pc. He could have
just as easily kept his journal in
Memo on the HP Palmtop, as do
some Harvard Medical School students. (Harvard Medical school
supplies all of its students with HP
Palmtops.)
Journaling is a time-tested
activity used to document personal
and professional discoveries. The
Palmtop is an ideal place to keep a
journal because it's simple, fast,
powerful:

CJ It's simple - What could be easier than pressing the Memo key
and placing a short entry in your
journal as the event occurs.
CJ It's fast - The Palmtop's always
there in your pocket. Press one button and it's on, another and you're
in Memo. This is considerably
faster and more convenient than a
desktop or laptop computer, or
even the typically large stay-athome paper journals.
CJ It's powerful - You not only
have your journal with you, you
have your Phone Book, Appointment Book, any number of

Databases, online capability, and
more.

Using Lotus 1-2-] to
format your journal
entries

A journal entry usually begins with
the day's date. The Palmtop's date
stamp feature makes entering the
date simple. However, if you want
to indicate the day of the week, you
have to type that in. Also, the
Palmtop's date stamp only enters
the current date. What if you are
journaling the previous day's activities, or are planning for future
dates? Again, you have to type in
these dates.
I found a way around this
problem by creating a template for
each week's journal entries (see the
template graphic begining on this
page). Instead of using Memo to

create a static template, I've set my
journal template up as a 1-2-3
worksheet. This lets me integrate 12-3's date and string manipulation
capabilities to vary the dates of
each entry. I open the 1-2-3 worksheet and enter the current date.
The worksheet automatically
adjusts the dates in the template
portion of the worksheet. I then use
Palmtop's clipboard to copy the
template to my Memo journal file.
This sets up Sunday through
Saturday sections in my journal,
with the appropriate date next to
each section. The complete template looks like this:
********************************
09/22 / 96

*
*
*
*

- SUNDAY

TO DO TODAY
ACCOMPLISHED
MESSAGES, CALLS
NOTES (i.e., News, Topic)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Carl Merkle is a senior manager with E&Y Kenneth
Leventhal Real Estate Group, a business unit of Ernst &
Young, LLP. He specializes in accounting, auditing and consulting regarding real estate and financial institutions. He
lives in Irvine, California with his wife and three children.
The HP Palmtop is a regular part of their daily activity.
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09 / 23 / 96

- MONDAY

09 / 24 / 96

- TUESDAY

09 / 25 / 96

- WEDNESDAY

09 / 26 / 96

- THURSDAY

09 / 27 / 96

- FRIDAY

09 / 28 / 96 - SATURDAY
* WEEK IN REVIEW
* NEXT WEEKS GOALS

pressing IMENU I W or ksheet .Erase
Yes. Make sure the column-widths
are set to 2 characters by pressing
IMENUI Worksheet Global .columnWidth 2 IENTERI. Save the file a s
DATESTMP.WK1 by pressing
IMENUI Eile Save Datestmp IENTERI.
Periodically, through this tutorial
save the file by pressing IMENU I Eile
Save IENTER 1Replace.
2. Type the following labels into
the indicated cells:
A1:
A2:
82:
A4:
A6:

In this article I walk you through
the steps for creating the 1-2·3 template (called DATESTMP.WK1 iii )
and show you how to copy it to the
journal. In the process of creating
this template, you'll learn about
some of 1-2-3's date and string
manipulation capabilities, a couple
of simple 1-2·3 template organization techniques, and some file organization and retrieval techniques.

A10:

Creating the 1·2·3
DATESTMP.WK 1 file

A13:
A18:
A19:
A20:
A21:
A40:
A41:

You can get a copy of DA TESTMP.WK1 from the Nov/Dec 96
issue of The HP Palmtop Paper ON
DISK. You can also download it
from CompuServe's HPHAND
Forum, Library II, or request it
from the author by mail (see details
at the end of this article).
By far the quickest way to get
DATESTMP.WK1 is to create it by
following the steps below. This
approach will teach you more
about the way 1-2-3 works. The
worksheet lets you enter the cur·
rent date. A formula in the worksheet automatically converts the
current date to the date of the nearest Sunday. This nearest-Sunday
date is used in the template portion
of the spreadsheet.
1. Start with an blank worksheet by

A7:
A8:

A11:
A12:

'INPUT SECTION:
'09/21 /96
' Enter today's date, [Shift]['] [Fn][DATE]
'INTERMEDIATE CALC. SECTION:
'Note: Converts today's date to this
Sunday if today
'is Saturday thru Tues. Otherwise
converts today to next
'Sunday if today is Wednesday through
Friday.
'OUTPUT SECTION IS RANGE NAMED
"0".
' Press [Fn][Copy] and [D] [ENTER] when
program
'asks "Range to copy". Then switch to
Memo and press
'[Fn][PASTE].
'* TODO TODAY
'* ACCOMPLISHED
'* MESSAGES, CALLS
'* NOTES (ie News, Topic)
'* WEEK IN REVIEW
'* NEXT WEEK'S GOALS

3. Enter the following formula in
cell AS:
@CHOOSE(@MOD(@DATEVALUE(A2),7)
,1,0,-1 ,2,4,3,2)+@DATEVALUE(A2)

I use the DATESTMP worksheet to
set up a full week of journal
entries, beginning with Sunday.
When I want to do this I open the
template in Lotus, enter today's
date in cell A2 and copy the template to Memo. The formula in cell
AS looks to the date entered in cell
A2 (today's date) and outputs the
date of the nearest Sunday.
Lotus outputs the date in a
special 1-2-3 numeric format. For
example, 3S330 is 1-2-3 numeric
code for 09/21/96. You need to format cell AS to display the numeric
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code as a recognizable date. Make
sure the cellpointer is on AS, and
press IMENUI Range Eormat Date 1
IENTER I. (Note: This article assumes
you have set your date formats to
display the United States date standard in 1-2-3 and on the Palmtop.
4. In cell BS enter the following formula (on one line, wrapped here to
fit column width):
+" • "&@CHOOSE(@MOD(@DATEVALUE
(A5),7),"SATURDAY","SUNDAY","MONDAY","
TUESDAY","WEDNESDAY","THURSDA Y",
"FRIDAY")

The formula in cell BS uses the
@CHOOSE function to display the
day of the week associated with the
date. After entering this formula,
AS and BS together should now
display: 09/22/96 - SUNDAY.
We'll now set up the portion of the
worksheet that will actually contain the weekly journal template
that is copied over to Memo.
S. Move your cell pointer to cell
A16 and enter the following formula:
@DATEVALUE(A5).

This displays the date from cell AS.
Format the cell to display the date
in "Long International" format by
pressing IMENulRange Eormat Date
~ IENTER I.
6. Move your cellpointer to cell
B16. Copy the formula in cell BS to
cell B16 by pressing IMENUI.copy B5
IENTERI IENTERI . After completing
steps Sand 6, cells A16 and B16
should now display: 09/22/96 SUNDAY
7. Put in a line of asterisks before
Sunday to separate this week of
journal entries from previous
weeks. Put in a line of dashes to
separate each day's entries. Instead
of manually entering asterisks or
dashes in a row of cells, we'll put a
formula in one cell that displays a
row of asterisks or dashes. Move

New! Link-A-Printer II
Smaller size & Attached cable
Link-A-Printer II is a serial to parallel converter
that allows direct printing from your OmniGo
100 to any parallel printer. It also works with
the HP 1001200LX

$79

Link-A-Printer II has a built-in connectivity cable that plugs in to your OmniGo
100. Since it does not require batteries or extra cable Link-A-Printer II is simple
and easy to use.

Also Available Link-A-Printer I
Requires connectivity cable and optional battery Features auto
on/off fixed 9600 baud

$59

Tel: 704-875-8490
Fax: 704-875-2801
Toll Free: 800-476-4070

your cell pointer to cell A15 and
enter the following formula:

A. Copy the formulas down.
Move the cell pointer to cell A23.
Press IMENUI ~opy. 1-2-3 responds

with: Copy what? A23 .. A23. Press
the right-arrow key once and the
down-arrow key once so you have
selected cells A23 to B24, then
press IENTERI. When 1-2-3 responds
with: To where? A23, press the
down-arrow key three times so 1-23 says: To where? A26. Then press
IENTERI . Don't worry about the
ERR's that show up in cells A26,
A27 and B27. We'll fix this in a
moment.
Move the cell pointer to cell
A27. The top line of the control
panel should read: A27 : (D4)
@DATEVALUE(A19)+1. Press ~,
the {EDIT} key. The second line of
the control panel should then also
read: @DATEVALUE(A19)+1.
Using the left arrow key, go to the
part of the formula indicating cell
A19 and change it to cell A24. Then
press I ENTER I. Cell A27 and B27
should now display: 09/24/96 TUESDAY.
B. Move the cell pointer to cell

@IF(@MOD(@DATEVALUE(A16),7)=
1,@REPEAT("*",60),@REPEAT("-",60))

This conditional IF formula checks
to see whether the entry in cell A16
is a Sunday, if so, then A15 displays sixty stars. If A16 is not a
Sunday, then the formula displays
a series of sixty dashes.
8. Set up the Monday entry in your
template. First copy the asterisks/
dashes formula from A15 to A23.
With the cellpointer on A15 press
IMENUI ~opy IENTERI A23 IENTER I. In
cell A24 enter the formula: @DATEVALUE(A16)+1. Then format cell
A24 as a date just as you did with
cell A16 above. Next, move the cell
pointer to cell B24 and copy the
formula from B16 to B24 by pressing IMENUI ~opy B16 IENTER 1 IENTER I.
Cells A24 and B24 should now display: 09/23/96 - MONDAY

9. All we need to do now is to copy
the formulas in cells A23 through
B24 down to create similar headings for the rest of the days in the
week.

IntelliSv.nC'"for

the HP 200LX

II' Full synchronization or data transfer with a
wide range of popular PC applications:

0)
)

II'Import to the HP 200LX from popular PDAs and palmtops
II'Automatically resolve conflicts between the HP 200LX and your PC
II' Keep important information safe with built-in Backup and
Restore functions
II' Maintain up-to-date information on your HP
200LX and your PC
II' Runs under Windows 95, Windows NT,
Windows for Workgroups, and Windows 3.1
(connecting PC serial cable included)

Call to order today!

e.YD1fl
One Tara Blvd., Suite 210
Nashua, NH 03062
Tel: (800) 148-179S
Fax: (801) 6S8-3991
hUp:/I........pwnatech.com
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Topic)

6

- TUESDRY

-----------------------------------------------------

6

- THURSDRY
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Memo screen with DATESTMP journal template copied over. Sunday through Tuesday shown.

A26. Press IMENUI ~opy, and copy
cells A26 through B27 to cell A29.
Repeat this same exercise 3 more
times, copying cells A26 through
B27 to cells A32, A35, and A38. At
the conclusion of this exercise, cells
A39 and B39 should display
09/28/96 -SATURDAY.
10. Give the template a Range
Name. We need to give a name to
the range of cells that display the
journal template. We do this to
make the process of cutting and
pasting the template into the journal simpler. Move the cell pointer
to cell A15. Press IMENU) Range
Name .create. When 1-2-3 responds
with Enter name:, type in the letter
g and hit IENTERI. When 1-2-3
responds with: Enter range:
A15 .. A15, highlight the range A15
through G41, then press IENTER I.
Now tryout your template by
pressing ~ - ICoPyl. When 1-2-3
responds with Range to copy:,
press g (the Range Name we
assigned earlier) and then IENTERI.
Then press the Memo key, and
assuming you are in a new document press ~ - IPastel. You should
see a weeks worth of formatted
Memo set up for your use. (See
screen above. You may have to
adjust the margins in Memo to display the journal template properly.)
Go back to 1-2-3, move the cellpointer to cell A2, and save the file.
From now on, when you retrieve
the file, the cell pointer should be at

cell A2, ready for you to enter a
date with the date stamp and set
up your Memo file for the week.
On my Palmtop, I renamed
DATESTAMP.WKl as B.WKl and
placed it in the default directory in
order to save time and keystrokes
in opening this frequently accessed
file. You may have noticed that no
Lotus macros were used in this
worksheet. I did this to keep things
simple, but the process of formatting a Memo document could be
even more automated using 1-2-3
macros or the Palmtop's system
macros.

Keep it small and
well organized

Memo documents, like 1-2-3 worksheets, take more memory the larger they get. It also takes you more
time to find things in a large document or worksheet. Consequently,
it may be desirable to keep the
Memo journal document small.
This can be done by limiting your
journal to only one month of
entries, or even one half a month. I
keep all my separate journal documents in a subdirectory on my A:
drive (A:\DIARY). I use a file naming convention for the documents
consisting of: a two digit year number, followed by a two digit month
number, followed by a three char
month, followed by a number indicating which half of the month the
document covers. Thus, the second
file for the month of December
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1996 would be called 9612DEC2
.DOC. (This naming convention
keeps the files sorted chronologically in the subdirectory when
viewed with FILER).
If you have your current journal file open in Memo and you
want to look up an entry in a prior
journal, use Filer's View option. Go
to Filer, highlight the file name you
want to view and press (F8). You
can use the up- and downarrow
keys to page through the document. You could also accumulate
these files into a big desktop file for
the year and use your desktop
word processing program's search
capabilities to locate entries.
You might also keep your journal as a NoteTaker file. Every week
could be a separate Note, with the
date as the Title. You could still use
the Lotus template described in
this article to format a weeks worth
of journal entries in the Note.
Whether you use the Palmtop,
a paper notebook, or 3x5 cards,
journaling is a great way to keep
track of discoveries and important
events in your business and personal life. It takes a surprisingly
small amount of time to keep up a
journal, but the rewards are great.
Pull out your Palmtop, press IMEMO I,
and start typing.

Shareware/freeware
mentioned in this article
DATESTMP.WK1 is the Lotus worksheet
described in this article. Freeware.
Aavailable on this issue of The HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK and CompuServe's
HPHAND Forum, library 11. Also available
by writing: Date Stamp Offer, c/o Paz &
Associates, 6 Williamsburg, Irvine, Ca
92720. (For those ordering from Pax &
Associates, a small fee to cover costs of
reproduction, postage and handling of $5
for U.S. addresses, or $10 for addresses
outside the U.S will be required to accompany your request. Make checks payable to
Paz &Associates.)

COMPLETE PALMTOP LIBRARY
All the knowledge. All the software. One Low Price.

You may purchase the Knowledge Products on this page individually, or save money by
purchasing them as a package. See order card and COMPLETE PALMTOP LIBRARY on page 8 for details.
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IThe HP Palmtop Paper's CD In/oBase I

THE

HP Palmtop
Paper's
CD InfoBase

The HP Palmtop Paper's CD InfoBase

P

A MUST-HAVE FOR AU PAIMTOP USERS

This PC Windows based CD contains, in
searchable hypertext format, all 1991-95 HP
Palmtop Papers, detailed product descriptions from advertisers, the HP 200LX User's
Guide, and the HP lOO/200LX Developer's
Guide. In addition, you'll find the over 15.Q.
pieces of freeware and shareware from the
1991-95 On Disk collection, from the Subscriber
Power Disks, and from the Developer's Guide.

"The contents of the CD are great! I
love having all the infonnation in
one single place instead of having to
search through piles ofpaper. "
Thomas Rundel

PC In Your Pocket

IN YOUR

POCKET!
Hest of
The HP Palmtop

Paper

PC In Your Pocket

New HP Palmtop book: Ideal for users, great gift for interested friends
The editors of The HP Palmtop Paper have organized some of their best material
into a readable, practical book about the HP Palmtop. The book is filled with hundreds of real-life examples of the HP Palmtop's features and capabilities. Busy professionals describe how they use the HP Palmtop to organize their time, information, and
money to be more effective. Order directly from us and we'll include a disk containing
most of the software mentioned in the book. Written both for users and for those considering purchasing an HP Palmtop.

MicroRef Quick Reference Lotus 123 and DOS 5 Guides
Get the DOS and Lotus Answers You Need - Fast and Easy
Locate subjects fast. Numerous examples and illustrations.
11,1licroRef Quick Reference
Lotus 123 and Dos 5 Guides

"Far superior to any other gUide, cheat sheet, or original documentation. .. an excellent
guide Jor all users.... Highly recommended!" John Dvorak - PC Magazine

I

"Best Tips On Disk" comes free witb Tbe HP
Palmtop Paper On Disk subscription

Thaddeus
Computing

The HP Palmtop Paper On Disk

I

Get all the great freeware and shareware you read about in each issue
of The HP Palmtop Paper.
This invaluable supplement to The HP Palmtop Paper also contains detailed information from advertisers plus the full text of The HP Palmtop Paper for text search.
PLUS: Each year we compile the best palmtop tips and the best freeware and shareware and put it on two 1.44 Meg floppy disks. Included FREE with your The HP
Palmtop Paper On Disk subscription, or can be purchased separately.

INC.

Publisher: The HP Palmtop Paper
57 East Broadway, Fairfield , IA 52556

800-373-6114 • 515-472-6330
Fax: 515-472-1879 . E-Mail: orders@thadde lls.com

continued from page 8

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
(Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685)

1. Title of Publication: The HP Palmtop Paper
2. Publication no.: 10656189
3. Date of filing: October 1, 1996
4. Issue frequantcy: Bi-monthly plus 2 bonus issues, one
in April, one in November
5. No. of issues published annually: 8
6. Annual subscription price: $39.00
7. Complete mailing address of known office of publication: 57 East Broadway, Fairfield, Iowa 52556-3201
8. Complete mailing address of the headquarters of general business office of the publisher: 57 East Broadway,
Fairfield, Iowa 52556-3201
9. Full names and complete mailing addresses of publisher, editor and managing editor: Publisher, Hal
Goldstein, 57 East Broadway, Fairfield, Iowa 525563201 Editor, Hal Goldstein, 57 East Broadway, Fairfield,
Iowa 52556-3201 Managing Editor, Richard Hall, 57
East Broadway, Fairfield, Iowa 52556-3201
10. Owner Thaddeus Computing Inc. 57 East Broadway,
Fairfield, Iowa 52556-3201
13. Publication name: The HP Palmtop Paper
14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: July/August
1996

Average No.
Copies Each
Issue During
Preceding 12
Months

AcIuaINIJl'ber
CqJeisof ~

Issue Published
NeareslTo
RIingDate

Do you have a Palmtop you no longer use?
We'll buy it .•• even if it's broken!
Thaddeus Computing (that's us) can always use extra Palmtops for various projects. If you want to
mail in your Palmtop equipment and manuals to us, here is what we will pay for them:
Palmtop in good working order and good shape:" Broken Palmtop"

512K HP 95LX (with manuals):
1 Meg 95LX (with manuals):
1 Meg 100LX (with manuals):
2 Meg 100LX (with manuals):
1 Meg 200LX (with manuals):
2 Meg 200LX (with manuals):

$40
$50
$90
$100
$125
$140

Broken 95LX (with manuals):

$25

Broken 100LX (with manuals):

$35

Broken 200LX (with manuals):

$35

* Without manuals: HP 95LX subtract $5; HP 100LX or 200LX subtract $10.
We'll adjust the price if the equipment works but has some significant damage.
Accessories

95LX HP Connectivity Pack with cable and manual: $5
100LX or 200LX HP Connectivity Pack with cable and manual: $15
Uncompressed Flash and SRAM cards: $8 per megabyte (e.g., 40Mb = $320)
Modem cards, cables, software, chargers, and other items: we'll look things over, but we may not be
able to offer much. We'll adjust price as appropriate if accessories come without manuals, or if other
items are missing.
Send equipment to: HP Palmtop Used Equipment, Thaddeus Computing, 57 E Broadway, Fairfield,
IA 52556, USA. Include a note mentioning this offer with your phone and fax number. If you need to
talk with us, you may call 515-472-6330. You will receive reimbursement within three weeks after we
receive the equipment.
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mtimate Palmtop Computer LightTM
Ends Non-backlit Screen Visibility Problems
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allows productive use of time in dim planes, trains, autos, hotels & mtg. rooms
Evenly illuminates display, keyboard and work area without disturbing others
Top-quality, patented design for any PDAIPocket Organizerlhandheld video game
Sleek, compact, lightweight
Essential tool for mobile professionals
Includes soft travel case, (6" x 2-3/16" x 1"), DC Vehicle Adapter w. hi-lo dimmer
+ four spare bulbs -- clear & red (for night use)
• Uses AA batteries (not included)
• 30-day, money-back guarantee
• Only $29.95 for PCL 300 ($24.95 for PCL 200 wlo DC Vehicle Adapter)
+ $4 USA shipping/handling
To Order, Call:

AmexiMCNlsa ~ ~ ~ ASF Assoc Ltd • The Personal Port?Dle Lighting Experts

800_771-3600
http://world.std.com/- asfl
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• •• BASIC TIPS •••
IApptBook ,

(AppManager '
Naming and ordering the
applications in AppManager
When you add an application to
AppManager, you are given the opportunity to enter any name you want in the
Name field. I like to keep the name short
(seven characters or less) so it only
takes up one line below the icon. You
can use punctuation in the name, but it
will break the line (Le., cause the characters after the punctuation to appear on
the second line.
More ApplicaLions

'"
V

st.OP
.!!Iat.ch

~

Black
Jack

More ApplicaLions

'"
V

st.OP
.!!Iat.ch
More ApplicaLions

'"
V

st.OP
.!!Iat.ch

Screen showing the Black Jack game installed
in AppManager (right). First with the name Black
Jack, next with BJ and finally with B.J.

Preceed a letter in the name with
the & symbol and that letter becomes
the hotkey to start the application once
you're in AppManager. If a previous
application has the same hotkey, it will
start when you press the key.
You can change the order of any
application in AppManager by highlighting it, pressing I!!l and using the arrow
keys to move the application to the
desired place. I move my most commonly used applications to the top of the
screen.
You can change the order of the
built-in applications. You cannot change
their names.
Rich Hall
The HP Palmtop Paper
E-mail."richarc[ha//@thaddeus.com

works and the macros make the whole
process quick and easy.

Appointment Book ideas
I've been using the ToDo function of the
Palmtop for about two years and have
tried varied methods.
At one point, I tried to "categorize"
types of ToDo's by using the priority coding method - but alas the only benefit it
gave me was grouping phone calls
together. So I went back to a tried & true
A 1, B 1, etc, where the letter indicates
how "important" the task is, and the
number indicates how "urgent" it is. This
put the "important but not urgent" tasks
ahead of the the "urgent but not important".
Actually, at the beginning of each
day, I re-categorize the day's list for a
realistic look at what I can accomplish
that day - it takes about 5 minutes over
coffee in the morning.
For a while I listed my "someday I'll
get around to it" tasks similarly as X, Y,
or Z tasks (thus appearing at the end of
the list, and still positioned according to
relative importance) without due dates,
but checking the "carry forward" box.
While this did allow me to perpetually
have these "someday" tasks on my daily
list, I quickly found that (a) their constant
presence actually made me ignore them
rather that look at them, and (b) unless I
updated the start date periodically, the
Appointment Book slowed down as
these carry-over tasks accumulated.
So my latest approach has been to
set up a separate Appointment Book file
named todo.adb into which I enter no
appointments, only "someday" tasks. In
my regular Appointment Book I have a
weekly task that prompts me to look at
that file and pick one or two tasks to
work on in the upcoming week. I've set
up macros to change the due date,
extract those to-do's to a "MERGE.ADB"
file, and subsequently merge that file
into my EVERYDAY .ADB everyday. The
original ToDo's
in the TODO.ADB
become "overdue" by the next week and
thus prompt me to re-Iook at them for
accomplishment. While this may sound
confusing and/or laborious, it actually

John A. Ohman
Internet; 74434.3213
@compuserve.com

ToDos and priorities
suggestions
I've recently converted to the 200LX
from the Franklin Day Planner system. I
use the Franklin prioritizing system for
my ToDo tasks. Tasks are prioritized with
A, B & C. A =must do. B =should do. C
= nice to do. You then catagorize each
like A1 ... A2 ... A3 ...B1 ... C1 ... C2 ... etc. A1
is the 1st thing you work on and go down
the list trying not to knock off a C just
because it's easy to get done.
Now having said that, I generally
don't use the number unless I want it to
really grab my attention today. So I end
up with a list of A's, B's and C's and disipline myself to work the A's 1st in whatever order makes sense for that day.
I tended to get long todo lists going
in the Franklin and I now welcome the
carry forward in Appointment Book's
To Do list. However, I get a list of C's that
are easily ignored that never get done .
To shorten my list I've moved those C's
out to 1/1/97 (to make them easy to find)
and I've created a reoccuring Monday
task to go check the items on 1/1/97 to
see if it makes sense to add them to this
weeks list of things to get done.

Clark Mason
Internet; 76756.2520@compuserve.com

IMISC. ,
Keep the Palmtop cool
when charging batteries
Palmtop users who use rechargeable
batteries may have an annoying problem
with their HP 100/200LX. When using
the adapter to recharge the batteries,
the display of the Palmtop can darken
almost completely.
This happens because of the heat
dissipated by the charging circuitry. It is
perfectly normal, and the display will
return to normal when charging is completed. I have heard that it's good to ele-
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vate the Palmtop while it's charging. This
allows air to flow under the unit and keep
it cooler. Place a couple of low rectangular blocks under each end so the air can
circulate around the Palmtop.
I noticed a temporary darkening of
the screen when recharging batteries,
so I made a manual adjustment by
pressing the III or 0 key while holding
down ~. I now recharge my batteries
in a recharger outside the LX. When my
batteries get low, I replace them with the
batteries from the recharger and put the
old ones in their place.
Mitchell B Hamm
mitch@lakecumber/and.com
Jeff Maika
malkajef@os2bbs.com
hUp:llwww.os2bbs.comlmalka/hp.htm
Murray Barton
muzza@iinelnelau
http://www.iinet.nelaul- muzza!

Get replacement IR covers

11/07/96
1:45 p
orldTiMe:WORLD
Cit.y
~i t.y l'M:g:':;ti.i!J:~i.M:II:::::::::::::::::::::···::. . :::::::~::::::~:::::::::::=::j Count.ry 19.:~:~::::::::··H"'H':::::::~:':::::::::::~""""" ........-...'......::::::::::::::::~:::::::]

Vivek Venugopa/an
vivek@mcs.net

IWorldTime I
Use WorldTime to
get Area Codes
Sometimes I need to be able to see the
Area Codes for cities around the world.
This information is stored in the World
Time database, in the "City Prefix" field
of City screen.

Ci t.y ~refi)( iI::::~I?~:::::::::::::!

Cat.egory i~9.jiil.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::H
Daylight. Savings--------~
yes
0 No

o

@ Aut.o!!at.ic [iI!:i?:f.:~~~:f.~::::::::::::::::D

1. Open WorldTime by pressing ICTRLf
IHPCALCI.
2. Press

f!!J Subset then ~ Define.

I

?'~~'~':~OFrS°l'l t. "'" U .
1
i.:..I?. :_.I1!.I1!!
ys el'l "!O' _n1versa .

[~:~:~~:: Ei.:r:~:~j

••

I

Longit.ude

i:~?':: ': ~:~j I

Area Codes

Local Cit.y
1-515- Fairfield. IA

U.S.A.

Area Codes
1 202 Washingt.on. DC
1 203
Hart.ford. CT
1 204
Winnipeg. MB
1 205
Birl'linghal'l. AL
1 206
Seat.t.le. WA
1 212 New York Cit.y. NY
1 213 Beverly Hills. CA
1 213 Hollywood. CA

SA
USA
Canada
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA

Los Angeles.

eA

oJ

1:51 Pl'l
2:51
2:51
1:51
1:51
11:51
2:51
11 :51
11:51

USA

11 :51

Pl'I
Pl'I
Pl'I
Pl'I
al'l
Pl'I
al'l
al'l
elM

The "CityWorld Time City All Cities screen display
with the cities sorted by City Prefix.
3. Now press ~ OK to save the
unmodified subset, and when prompted
name it Area Codes. Then press IENTERI
once to save the name, and press IENTER I
again to select the subset from the subset list.

4. Press IMENUI

~iew

Arrange ~olumns.

5. Move the cursor over to country and
decrease its column width by six or
seven with the width- key [!g. This is
necessary so that when we add the City
Prefix in the next step, all the digits will
be visible. (The City Prefix will need to
be 5 characters wide.)

6. Press

~

Add.

7. Scroll down to City Prefix then press
IENTERI or ~ OK.

I!!I Move and move the "City
Prefix" column to the first column. Press

8. Press

~Done.

Since I tend to need this information a
lot, I've modified the All Cities list to display it. Here's how I did it:

rttOUI:S
Til'le

0 Cust.Ol'l List.

The "City Prefix" field of a WorldTime City screen displays International Access numbers and City Prefix phone numbers.

1 213

I called HP this morning at the number
listed at the back of the manual and an
automated voice gave me a new toll
number to call. When I called the new toll
number and finally got a human being,
he said that the small parts service for
HP is now being taken care of by
EduCALC and gave me EduCALC's
number (800-385-9376). I called
EduCALC and they said that the part
was free! They would just charge me $2
for shipping and handling. So if you
loose your infrared cover, you know who
to call now.

[i/i.II::::::::::::: : : : : : :J

l.nt.' 1 Access

9. Press IMENUI ~iew .sort and you will be
presented with the sorting dialog box.
Under the 1st sort field press down until
City Prefix is highlighted and then press
IENTER I or ~ OK.
The Palmtop will now perform the sort
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and after about 10 seconds, the dialog
box will disappear and you will have a
list of all the cities sorted by City Prefix.
To access a sample North American
city, press 1 613 (there is a space
between the 1 and the 613) and Ottawa
will appear. To access Tel Aviv, press
972 3. The only trick is to remember that
you have to enter "1 " (the number one
plus a space) before all North American
area codes.
Now, to add a wrinkle to your newfound information base, you should know
that the new Toronto area code was created after HP created their database.
By the way, I also created a similar
subset sorted by longitude and also latitude. This gives me groups of cities clustered around a city that I am traveling to
and/or may be interested in. You can
even use the Great Circle Navigation formula from within the calculator's solver
function to compute "as the crow flies"
distances.
Real handy if you're unfamiliar with
your destination geography.
Rob Oakley
robo@worldlink.ca
Kanata, Ontario, Canada

......... QUICK TIPS .........
IAppManager I
Create your
own Icon Files
The HP 200LX comes with a
tiny graphics program to
make icons for the AppManager (D:\BIN\lCN200LX
.EXE). I've had some problems using this program, so I
developed an alternative
approach. It involves creating
an icon as a .PCX file in any
other graphics program and
then converting it to the .ICN
file format used by AppManager.
1. First, make an icon in any
graphics program that can
save in the .PCX format.
Make the graphic in black and
white, 44 pixels wide and 32
pixels high, and save it as a
PCX file.
2. Use PCX2IMG.EXE i j to
convert your .PCX file to the
.IMG format. You can find this
utility in the UTIL directory of
PAL 1.6 or earlier. (PAL is a
great library of tools programmers use to create DOS programs which run on the
Palmtop and look and feel like
the built-in applications.)
3. After you have converted
the PCX file using the
PCX2IMG.EXE, simply rename the resulting .IMG file
with an .ICN file extension.
You place the resulting .ICN
file in the same directory as
the program you are loading
into AppManager and it
should be selectable from the
Icon field of the Add an
Application screen.
Jorgen Wallgren
jorgen@lakecumberiandcom

Simplify switching
between built·in
applications and
DOS programs
Many DOS programs can be
set up to run from AppManager. Switching between
a built-in application and one
of these DOS programs
involves pressing I!J and
then a character specified as
the start up for the DOS application. This is almost as easy
as starting a built-in application.
Switching back to the
built-in application can be
done by pressing the application's blue hotkey. However,
this leaves the DOS application running, taking up system memory. It's better to quit
the DOS program first. This
takes you back to AppManager. You can then quit
AppManager or press the
built-in application's hotkey.
The procedure described
below automatically terminates AppManager when you
quit the DOS application. This
will save you a couple of key
strokes and takes you back to
the last built-in application
opened.
This trick involves creating a small program that
automatically presses the
ESC key after you exit the
DOS program. (Pressing ~
from AppManager exits the
AppManager.) Here's how it's
done:
CREATE THE ESC KEY
PRESS PROGRAM
1. Open Memo to a new
(empty) document and key in
the following text as is (the
second line and the last line
of the file should be empty):

N esc.com
E 0100 B4 05 B9 1B 01 CD
16B44CCD21
RCX
OOOB
W
Q
2. Press IMENU! Eile Save As
and type in c:\esc\dmp,
make sure the ASCII box is
checked so the file will be
saved as plain ASCII text and
press IENTER!.
3. Quit Memo and terminate
system manager by pressing
[!M5f!9 IMENU! Applications
Ierminate all I ENTER!. This
should leave you at the DOS
prompt.
4. Create ESC.COM with the
built-in DEBUG program by
keying in the following from
the DOS prompt:
debug < c:\esc.dmp
Press

c:\util\Zip /s
c:\util\esc
2. Then go to AppManager,
press ~ to add an application, and set up ZIP.BAT (not
ZIPCOM) to run. Don't forget
to include an upside-down
question mark in the comments field to disable the
'Press a key to continue' message. (Press ~ ~ to create
the upside-down question
mark.)
Everything is set up to run
ZIP from AppManager. When
you terminate ZIp, you'll exit
AppManager automatically.
Refer to your HP Palmtop
User's Guide for a description
of application installation in
Applications Manager.
Gilles Kohl (78amHP)
CompuServe 10: (100114,3146)

IAppointmentBook I

IENTER! .

CREATE BATCH FILE
TO LAUNCH DOS
PROGRAM
1. To start a DOS application
that closes AppManager on
termination, create a batch
file that launches your DOS
program, and then calls
ESC.COM. For example, suppose we want to run ZIPCOM
and when it is done, have the
Palmtop return to the last
opened application instead of
leaving me in AppManager.
Let's say we've already created ESC.COM and have it and
ZIPCOM stored in C:\UTIL.
To create the batch file we
would open Memo, enter the
following two lines and save
the file as ASCII with the filename ZIPBAT.

Play the X·FI LES
theme for your alarm
If you're like me, you get tired
of hearing the built-in alarm
sounds on the HP 100\ 200LX.
I've converted the X-Files
theme music to the ALARM
.SND sound format, and here
is how you can do it also:
1. Open Memo, start a new
document and type the following on one line (don't
enter any hard returns):
m1 k1t200 v1 0318b-04fefa-12f 0318b-04fe-fb-12f 0518c+
c04b-a-b-12f 0518c+c04ba-05c0412f v3 0318b-04fefa-12f 0318b-04fe-fb-12f
0518c+c04b-a-b-12f 0518c+
c04b-a-05c0412f 12vOcv3
cecececececececece
You can add more "ce"'s to
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{Shift+c}=chkdsk{Enter}
-Do a CHKDSK.

ApptBook RICH

The macros listed below
[200] operate in System
Manager. The macros below
[200]! are for DOS.

Press IMENUI Qptions Alarm ~eep to
customize Appointment Book's Alarm

the end of the line to make
the alarm sound longer.
2. Now save the file as
C:\_DAnALARM.SND (make
sure you save it as an ASCII
file ).

3. Now set the alarm beep in
the Appointment Book by
opening APPT and pressing
I!£!] Q .El to go to the Alarm
Beep screen of the Options
menu (see screen at the top
of this page). Press I!£!] C for
custom and that's it.
The music is rather long, but
the alarm can be stopped by
pressing any key. It actually
plays the song twice, first at
volume 1 (v1) and then at volume 3 (v3). I use this to wake
up without getting a heart
attack. Use this alarm at your
own risk, if you are not awake
by the time the song ends
you will probably be very late
to work as there is no autorepeat function.
OirkVinkx
wilco@glo.be

I Macros '

Run Macros from
System Manager
and DOS
The Palmtop's System Macros help automate keystrokes
in the built-in applications.
Unfortunately, there's only
space for 10 System Macros
and they don't work in DOS
applications on the Palmtop.
Described below is a way to

create additional macros
which run under both System
Manager and DOS and can
be activated by key combinations other than the Fn + Fkey combinations.
The file EXKEY022.ZIP
ii1 contains two programs:
EXKEY.COM and RECKEY.COM.
EX KEY. COM - a TSR utility
that runs from DOS and lets
you create macros that will run
in DOS or System Manager.
The documentation file that
comes in EXKEY022.ZIP has
been translated to English
from the original Japanese. If
you type EXKEY /? at the DOS
prompt you will also get
instructions in English.
When you load EXKEY
the first time, type EXKEY -F.
EXKEY stores its macros in a
file named EXKEY.INI (similar
to the *.MAC files for System
macros). The documentation
that comes with EXKEY contains a sample of an
EXKEY.INI file. Below is an
example of an EXKEY.INI file
(I added the comments,
indented below the command, to explain the line.
They should not be in the
file.)
[200]
{cc:Mail}={Database}
-Start Database with cc:mail
key (Pocket Quicken key on
the 200LX)
[200]!
{Shift+F1 }=200{Enter}
Start System Manager.
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RECKE~COM a ~I~
that lets you record EXKEY
macros on the fly. Type
RECKEY I? and you get
instructions in English. When
I want to do a macro, I start
RECKEY.COM and press the
keys I need for my macro.
RECKEY will record every
key stroke I do in DOS and
System Manager. When I
want to see the key strokes I
did, I type RECKEY -SoI prefer to save the information
captured by RECKEY to a file
with
re-direct command
RECKEY -S >RECKEY.TXT.
From there I cut and paste it
into the EXKEY.INI file.

Jorgen Wallgren
jorgen@lakecumberiandcom

IMisc. '

To Hot Swap or
not to Hot Swap
The HP 100/200LX are not
designed to "Hotswap" PCMCIA cards. This means that it
is not O.K. to insert and
remove cards with the
Palmtop on. There have been
reports of hardware defects
caused by this, and indeed
my HP wiped out it's Internal
RAM disk (the C drive) when
I inserted a modem (stupid
me, I KNEW BETTER!) while
it was on.
So, inserting a PCMCIA
Card while the machine is on
is a definite NO NO!
Alexander Gudeldt
CompuServe 10:(100527,2461/

Alternative uses
for ACE's Magnify
Magnify is the program that
lets you press a hotkey and

magnify items in a Database
(for example, phone numbers
in PhoneBook).
I keep lots of information
in PhoneBook and use
Magnify to show others that
information. For example,
when I'm shopping and the
Safeway clerk asks me for my
credit card, I just highlight the
row in phone book that it is on
and hit I~ and show the
clerk. Because the number is
so large, no one ever questions what I am showing
them. This method saves a lot
of "acks and nacks" by ensuring the clerk has the correct
number.
Blair Saunders Calgary, AB.
CompuServe 10:(7/520,210/

I WorldTime •

Find the distance
between two
locations in
WorldTime
Here is a way to find the distance between two locations
in the WorldTime database.
This method uses the built-in
System Macros and also the
built-in Solver from HP Calc.
1. The first step is to write our
Solver equation. Open HP
Calc and press IMENU I
Applications Solver. In Solver,
press ~ until you reach the
Solve Catalog screen. Press
~ Insert then ~ Edit and
type in the following equation
with no spaces or hard returns:
Dist=69.0466* ACOS(SIN
(lat1 )*SIN(lat2)+COS(lat1)
*COS(lat2) *COS(lg 1-lg2))
When you are done entering
this, press 1!!2) OK and press
IENTER I to select this solver
equation.
2. The next step is to write the
two System Macro's that you
will use to clip information
from the WorldTime database

F
F

F
F
F,

D~scriplion

.

~!~: ~t9----------·------------_--.J
;(Ent .. r){Alt+D){CopY){Calc){Past,,){F3){WorldTi~e){Tab) {Co;
!py) (F9)n{Calc) (Paste) (FS) (WorldTi~e)
,

F

F,
F
F

_•. _ .•...___ .. _ .. _._,

System Macros Edit screen showing "City 1" in Description field and
the actual macro in the Contents field.

{Paste }{F4 }{WorldTime }{Tab}
{Copy}{F9}n{Calc}{Paste}
{F6}{Menu}{Alt+O}MD
{Enter}{F2}
3. To use the system, go to
HP Calc's Solver and open
the equation. Then go to
WorldTime, go to the first city
of the two and run the "City1"
macro by pressing ~ I!!I at
the same time. It will leave
you back in the WorldTime

~.uDlIImDIIIDDI...aI~

578.74
41.33
35.00
87.33
80.33

578.74
___
_

After running the macros you are left in the HPCalc Solver application
and the distance between the two cities is displayed on the bottom line.
and paste into the Solver
equation. You could try to use
the System Macro's record
feature if you like, however
you may find it easier to simply type these macros in.
Start the System Macros
by pressing ICTAq I!]. I have
assigned these macros to
Fn+F1 and Fn+F2, and these
hot keys will be used through
out this example, however
you can place them anywhere you would like. To
enter the First or City 1
macro, press ~ ~dit, type in
City 1 and press IENTER I, now
type in the following macro
with no spaces:
{Enter}{Alt+D}{Copy}{Calc}
{Paste }{F3}{WorldTi me }{Tab}
{Copy}{F9}n{Calc }{Paste}
{F5}{WorldTime}
When you are done, press
~ Done. Press the Down
Arrow to go to the Fn+F2
macro slot. Press ~ Edit, type
City 2, and press IENTERI. Then
type in the following macro,

again with no spaces:
{Enter}{Alt+D}{Copy}{Calc}

Brian Town
Hewlett-Packard, Spokane Dill.
E-mail town@spk.hp.com
(Macro and Solver file described in this
tip found in WTDIST.ZlP ~.j

HP Product Index

,..,pneifflWinl"-:u! '
I"'Rt-.....
"'prip
WTin .. : Di9t=69.0466*ACOS(SIN(lat1l*SIN(lat2l+COS(latll*COS(I ..
Dist =
latl =
lat2 =
Ig1
Ig2 =

application. Now go to the
second city, and run the "City
2" macro by pressing ~ ~.
You will be left in the HPCalc
Solver application and the
distance between the two
cities will be displayed.

[Please find the price and contact information for commercial products mentioned in the articles at the end of the
article in which the product is mentioned.]
HP Products contact information: Authorized HP computer dealers worldwide (Le. the same place you can purchase an HP
LaserJet). To locate an authorized dealer in the USA, call 800443-1254. You can also purchase the 95LX & 100/200LX and its
accessories from ACE Technologies at 800-825-9977 or 408734-0100; Fax: 408-734-3344; EduCALC at 800-677-7001; Fax:
714-582-1445. Global Connections at 800-709-9494 or 608752-1537; Fax: 608-752-9548; Notebook Supply Warehouse at
800-566-6832 or 714-753-8810, Fax: 714-753-8812. PDA Direct
at 800-279-4732 ext 130.
HP PALMTOP PRODUCTS

Products mentioned
Magnify! - $19
Magnifys Palmtop text.
Contact: ACE Technologies, USA,Phone: 800-825-9917,' Fax: 408134-3344,' Online: http://www.acetech.com!

Shareware!freeware
mentioned in
this section
PCX2iMB.EXE - Convert .PCX
files in to .lMG format, which can be
used as icons in AppManager.
Shareware Available on this issue of
The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK
and xxx online reference xx
EXKEY.ZiP - Create DOS and
SysMgr macros.
Shareware
Available on this issue of The HP
Palmtop Paper ON DISK and xxx
online reference xx
WTDiST.ZiP - Solver and Macro
files to use with World Time to find
the distance between two cities.
Freeware.Avaiiable on this issue of
The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK
and xxx online reference xx

HP
HP
HP
HP

200LX 2MB (HP F1061A) - $699
200LX 1MB (HP F1060A) - $549
1000CX Palmtop PC (HP F1203A) - $399
OmniGo 700LX - $NA
(Combination HP 200LX, fax software and Nokia GSM
cellular phone.)
1.8 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1024A, with Stacker) - $199
6 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1215C, with Stacker).- $425
10 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1013C, with Stacker) - $600
20 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1014C, with Stacker) - $999
AC/DC Adapter (HP F1 011 A)-$39.95
USA/Canada (Opt. ABA); Europe (Opt. ABB);
Australia (Opt. ABG);
South Africa (Opt. ABO)
United Kingdom (Opt. ABU);
PC Connectivity Cable (HP F1015A) - $24.95
MAC Connectivity Cable (HP F1 016A) - $24.95
100/200LX Connectivity Pack - $119.95
U.S. (HP F1 021 B); International (HP F1 021 C)
Connect/Adapter Kit - $24.95
(HP F1023A) 4 adapters for connecting the
100/200LX to modems, printers, and PCs.
Service Agreements (2-year extension) - $85
For U.S. HP Palmtop users. Units must be under warranty to extend. Contact: HP, Corvallis Service Center,
USA; Phone: 503-757-2002.

NOTE: Prices listed are suggested retail price. Dealer
prices may vary.
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HOW TO CONTACT US
[Please note: The HP Palmtop Paper does
not and cannot provide technical support.]
There are a number of ways to get in
touch with The HP Palmtop Paper staff. You
can write, mail us a disk with your comments, send CompuServe or Internet email, fax, or call. Our mailing address and
contact information is:

Thaddeus Computing, Inc.,
57 E. Broadway
Fairfield, IA 52556, U.S.A.
Phone: 515·472·6330
or 800·373·6114
Fax #:515·472·1879
Internet: letters@thaddeus,com
CompuServe: 76125,1773
TO SUBSCRIBE, change address, or clear
up any problem with your subscription,
contact our subscription department. Call
or fax us at the phone numbers above. Email us at: orders®thaddeus.com
TO ADVERTISE in The HP Palmtop Paper
contact Brian Teitzman, Margaret Martin
or Tiffany Lisk at phone: 515-472-1660 or
800-809-5603; Fax: 515-472-8409.

Technical Support
HP Technical Support - HP offers technical support from 8:00am. - 5:00pm. P.5.T.
Phone: 970-392-1001.

Products advertised in this issue of The HP Palmtop Paper
COMPANY

(PRODUCT) .. . ...... •.. ... . . ..•. .. . ... .• .. . [PHONE/FAX NUMBERSj ..PAGE NUMBER

Accunte
ACE

(Floppy Dnves for tOO/200LX) .
. ...... [5tO·668·4900; Fax:5tO·668·4905) .. 9
(ACE) .
. ................. [800-825-9977 or 408-734-0too; Fax: 408-734-3344) .. centerfold
(Patmtop/Omnibook Products include: ACT' for HP Palmtops; ACE<->FAX Fax Software and Modem Bundles;
ACE <->UNK File Transfer Software; BADman Banery Monnoring and Data Protection Software; Carrying Cases;
Desktop Card Readers; Acoustic Modem Couplers; HP 200LX Palmtop Systems; HP Color OmniBook Software;
NiMH Baneries; Pnnters and Accessones; X-JACK Megahertz Modem Bundles, SkyTel 2-Way Paging.)
(DoubleFlash Plus PC Memory Cards, HP 200LX 5MB RAM Upgrade) .. _........................ back cover
(Palmtop Computer light) ... . .. . ................... [800-77t -3600 or 5t 6-868-3638; Fax: 5t 6-868-6897) .. 54

ASF
Calculator Wond

(HP tOOOCX).
(Trade-in Palmtops) ............... ..

ConectUS Wireless Comm
DTS Wireless Messaging

. ................. [6tO-588·4444; Fax: 6tO-588-t727) .. 39
......... 48
...................................... (800-350-0373) .. 5

(Wireless Messaging) .
(Wireless Messaging Service) ...... .• . . . . ... . ..... [888-243-8387 or 908-602- t t44; Fax: 908-602-0990) .. 33
(Leather Cases) ...............................[800-896-2273; Inti: 916-344-5047; Fax: 916-782-9306) .. t9

E&B
EduCALC
Entente Corp

(Accessories) .
(14 Language Translations). .

Envoy Data
EXP Computer

(PC Cards, PC Card Products). . ................... [800-368-6971 or 602-892-0954; Fax: 602-892-0029) .. 45
(Thin Fax Modem) ............. [8oo-EXP-6922 ext. 641 or 7t4-453-1020; Fax: 714-453-t319) .. inside lronl cover

Greenwich
Greystone Penpherals

(Palm link). . .
(PC CardS/Dnvers/Adapters).

Inmax
Intellilink

(CGA VGA Graphics Pack Vision)
(Windows Connectivity Pack) . .

Mobile Planet
Notebook Supply Warehouse

(PC Cards)..
. . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . .
. .... [800-675-2638 or 8t8-888-7267; Fax: 818-888-3484) .. 9
(Memory upgrades and assorted products.) .
.. [800-566-6832 or 714-257·1680; Fax: 714-257·t688) ..29
(Flash Cards)..
. ............................................. [5tO-44O-{)535; Fax: 510-440-0534) .. 7

Pretec

.. ................................... [800-385-9376) .. t5
. ... [800-409-1701) .. 21

. ................... [800-476-4070 or 704-875-8490; Fax: 704-875-280t) 51
. .. [800-600-5710 or 408-866-4739; Fax: 408·866-8328) .. 37
................... [604-980-9991; Fax: 604-985-55~7) .. 26
. [800-248·2795; Fax: 603-888-98t 7) .. 5t

RadioMaii
Shier Systems

. ... . .......................... 36
(PCMCIA Memory Cards) ........ . .... .
(Wireless Messaging Service) ...................... . . ....... [800-597-6245 dept. NT3) .. inside back cover
......... [805-371·9391; Fax: 805-371-9454) .. 11
(Prinler connecling cables) ..
...43
(World Wide Web Browser for Palmtops) ....................... .

Steele Creek Technologies

(Cardlink Drives)

On-Line Support- offered by these bulletin board services.

Thaddeus Computing

(Subscnptions: HP Palmtop Paper, HP Palmtop Paper ONDISK) .............
. .8
.......[800-373-6114 or 515-472·6330; Fax: 515-472-1879) .. .

COMPUSERVE: GO HPHAND
FORUM - Call 800-848-8199 or 614457-0802: For FREE membership state
#231.
o AMERICA ON LINE: Keyword
PALMTOP - Call 800-827-6364 or
703-893-6288 for membership information.
o INTERNET: comp.sys.palmtops; or
comp.sys.handhelds

Times2 Tech

o

How to Submit an Article
The richness of The HP Palmtop Paper
comes from the contributions of Palmtop
PC users. We and your fellow users welcome your submissions. (We do not offer
payment for articles, your reward is knowmg that you've helped others.)
lf you have a good idea and want to "go
for it," send it in via CompuServe e-mail
[75300,2443], Internet: hat goldstein@thaddeus.com, or send disk or hard copy to Hal
Goldstein or Rich Hall at the above
address . Alternatively you can send an
outline of your idea. We will try to guide
you as to when and whether we woufd use
the article and contact you if we need clarification or have any suggestions - please
include y our phone number. We may
want to use an article but for a variety of
reasons yo u may not see it for many
months. Please understand that we cannot
promise to run any particular article at any
particular time.
If you ca n, esp ecially if you write a
Palmtop Profile, send us a photo of yourself - black and white is preferred, but
color is acceptable.

Trans Digital
Wynd Communication

.................. [Phone/Fax: 704·588-1780) .. 37

(Knowledge products: HP Palmtop Tech Ref. Manual, Lotus/DOS Relerence Books, HP PTP's CD InloBase) ....... 53
(HP 200LX 5MB RAM Upgrade) .
. .................... . .... (Phone/Fax: 205-620-t408) .25
.. [Phone: 510-745-9777; Fax: 510-745-9937) ..45
(Trans PC Card-Universal Parallel Port)
(Wireless Messaging) ..

..... [800-549-9800 or 805-781-6000; Fax: 805·781·6001) .. 32

Shareware and Freeware Index (November/December 1996)
Software on The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK or CompuServe
CIS FORUM I LIBRARY
TYPE
PAGE
FUNCTION
PRODUCT
NA
NA
ADVERT.ZIP
Text: Descriptions of products advertised in this issue. NA
Free
50
DATESTMP.wK1 Lotus worksheet; Titleslheadings in Memo documents HPHAND,11
Free
DBLEARN2.lIP
Application: Creates quizzes from .GDB database files ' 1
3
Utility: GDB/PDB database file viewer'
HPHAND,11
Free
14
DBV.ZIP
Share
EXKEY.lIP
Utility: Create DOS and SysMgr macros
'2
59
Application: Create a deck of up to 20 flash cards
HPHAND, 11
Free
3
FLASH.ZIP
15
GRABBR.ZIP
Utility: Dump Palmtop screens to graphic files
'2
Share
Lotus worksheet; Students' grades & attendance
HPHAND,11
Free
GRADES.wK1
35
HPHAND,11
Free
13,42
LXPIC.ZIP
Utility: View/modify PCX format graphics on Palmtop
Application; Net-Tamer suite for the Intemet
Share
4
N107-PT.ZIP
'3
HPHAND, 15 (in PAL.ZIP)
PCX2IMG.ZIP
Application: Convert .PCX files to .IMG format
Share
59
Utility: Recover damaged Pocket Quicken files
HPHAND,11
Free
13
PDTDUMP.ZIP
Free
PRJM-HTM.ZIP
HTML document; Project management techniques
'4
16
PTP30.ZIP
Text: The HP Palmtop Paper, Sep/Oct. 96.
NA
NA
NA
PTPDSK30.ZIP
Database: PTP On Disk Index in .GDB format.
NA
NA
NA
QFAX.ZIP
Utility: QuickStar Fax Pro, v_1.07, a fax program.
HPHAND,9
Share PC Card 30,43
Text; Cover letter to the HP Palmtop Paper OnDisk.
NA
README.ZIP
NA
NA
SCALE_LX.PCX
Application:: Displays ruler. Use Palmtop to measure HPHAND, 11
Free
13
VCLOCK2.Z)P
HPHAND, 11
13
Application: Large character clock display
Share
Application: Improves efficiency of flash card
PCVENG,12
Free PC Crd 17, 31
WEAR.EXE
Free
WTDIST.ZIP
World Time files: find distance between two cities
HPHAND,11
59
'1.) http://www.evt.bme.hu/-gergo/100Ixldbleam.htm '2.) ftp;/flakecumberland.comlpub/ ' 3.) http://www.thaddeus_com
'4.) For complete file see http;lIwww.thaddeus.com; or HPHAND, 11

Software mentioned and included in past issues of The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK
Subscriber's PowerDisk, or CompuServe's HPHAND Forum
ZIP.ZIP, (Best Tips 96), Utility: File Transfer program, (HPHAND/5), Free, 4, 34, 47

TO ORDER the HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK, see order card page 8
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Communicate with almost anvone in the world
right from vour HP Palmtop.
WIRELESS EMAIL
WORLD WIDE WEB ACCESS
TWO-WAY PAGING

WIRELESS FAX
STOCK MARKET ACCESS
FREE NATIONWIDE ROAMING

... ALL FOR LESS THAN THE COST OF PAGING.

RadioMaii.
The beller faster cooler wav to stav in touch.

BCC-S97-MAIL
WWW.RADIOMAIL.NET

RadinMlIIil
.WI

.. ~.

DoubleFlashtJ)Plus
DoubleFlash'"

.f"US

...... Rugged, No Moving Parts
...... No Batteries Required

SOUDSTATE
STORAGE

...... Plug-&-Play Installation
...... Built-in Data Compression
...... Built-in Battery Management Supports
NiCd, NiMH, Alkaline & Lithium batteries
...... HP Palmtop Optimized Driver

DoubleFlash+Plus Solid State Storage

...... Optional ROM Installation Card

DoubleFlash+ 6M (up to 6MB) ................... $ 789
DoubleFlash+ 70M (up to 70MB)................ $249
DoubleFlash+ 20M (up to 2OMB)................ $369
DoubleFlash+ 40M (up to 40MB)................ $629
DoubleFlash+ BOM (up to BOMB) ............ $ 7,029

...... Three power modes
...... 5 Volts only
...... 300,000 hours MTBF
...... Shock resistant to 1,000 G
...... One Year Warranty

Features
...... 6MB HP 200LX with C : drive over 5 .3MB
...... Ultra-low power static RAM design for excellent battery life
...... Included software allows memory to be used as EMS memory
...... Perfect for use with FAX modem cards - you can now receive and
store your faxes on your HP 200LX
...... Use with Software Carousel(tm) to run multiple DOS programs
simultaneously with System Manager
...... Compressible with ACE DoubleRAM software to over 10MB!
...... Price includes installation by ACE

RAM+Plus & Double Speed
6MB HP 200LX ............................................................... $889/
5MB HP 200LX .........................................................' .. .. 749
5MB RAM+Plus Memory Upgrade (Made in Japan .......... $449
5MB TechRAM Memory Upgrade (Made in U.S:A ) ........... $249
DoubleSpeed Upgrade ........................ ,............................. $89
DoubleSpeed Upgrade purchased with Memory Upgrade .... $50

1-800-825-9977

A@OO ®
ACE

Technologies, Inc.

See our complete catalog at http://www.ace-tech.com

ACE Technologies. Inc. 592 Weddell Drive #6. Sunnyvale. California, 94089 U.S.A. Tel : 408-734-0100 or 800-825-9977 Fax: 408-734-3344
DoubleFlash, DoubleAosh Plus and RAM+Plus ore trademarks o f ACE TechnologIes. Inc.
TechRAM Is a trademark of Times2 Tech

