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• Our Corporate Solutions Group can assist you
with needs assesments, detailed systems planning, full cost analysis, ROI calWWW/LX Screen
culations,
business process re-engineering, connectivity (wireless and landline), training and implementation.
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SHIER Sys tems & Software, In<:. spedalizes In HP Palmtop Computers and ;accessories. This web site
provides a I<>ok at many of our products plus other useful Information.

to¢(der it today!

Contact our Corporate Solutions Office in Irvine California at 714-559-1142 or e-mail
Car1@Shier.com for details on how we can help your company or organization.

S

SHIER SYSTEMS & SOAWARE, INC •.
920 Hampshire Rd, Suite A • Westlake Village, CA 91361
Phone: 805-371-9391 /888-371-9391 • Fax: 805-371-9454
E-mail: info@shier.com • Web Site: http://www.shier.com

In Europe or Asia, please contact our authorized agent: Rundel Detentechnik, Phone: +49 716114707 Fax: +49 716124473
E-mail: support@rundel-d.com Web site: http://www.rundel-d.com

Editor.s Message

The HP Palmtop Paper

E

ven if you have only a slight
interest in the stock market,
you might want to check out
Gary Leive's article on stock analysis.
In the article Gary describes a collection of programs that he's developed
that allow you to use your 200LX to
capture, display, and analyze data on
Nasdaq stocks. Gary's collection of
programs lets you capture information
from the Internet, display it, and then
manipulate it in Lotus 1-2-3, all on
your LX palmtop.
Hal's User To User column covers a
number of interesting developments
Ralph C. Turner
this month, including a new source for
Software Carousel and the availability of pre-configured palmtops.
I think you'll also find this issue's profile, by Steve Carder, MD.,
interesting. Dr. Carder, who started using an HP 95LX five years ago, uses
his 8 MB 200LX in a number of different ways in his position as a family
practice physician. His palmtop not only automatically sends and receives email (via CompuServe), but one of his custom Lotus spreadsheets calculates
the proper medication doses for patients, based on an individual's weight.
Also noteworthy is Ed Keefe's Through The Looking Glass article, in which
he discusses Hypertext, as well as HV, the Hypertext Viewer program for
the HP 100/200LX.
This is the last issue of The HP Palmtop Paper that I'll be editing. I'm leaving to pursue a number of marketing challenges and promotion opportunities associated with my book, Country Property Dirt Cheap: How I Found My
Piece of Inexpensive Rural Land, Plus My Adventures With The $300 Junk
Tractor.* Ed Keefe will be taking over as editor, so you'll be in good hands
(see Hal's User To User column).
I've enjoyed working with the whole staff at Thaddeus Computing during the past 18 months, and I'll miss talking and interacting (via e-mail and
over the telephone) with the authors who write for The Paper.

* If you'd like to receive a brochure about my Country Property book, call (toll free) and
leave your name and address at 888-GET-LAND (888-438-5263) or write Index Legalis
Publishing Co ., 801 South Highland, Fairfield, IA 52556 .

Volume 7/Issue 3
May I June 1998
Executive EditorIPublisher
Hal Goldstein
Publications Director
Richard Hall
Managing Editor
Ralph C. Turner
Art Director
AI Constantineau
Technical Editor
Tom Gibson
Department Editors
Ed Keefe
Wayne Kneeskern
Contributing Writers
Steve Carder, MD
Gary Leive
Ahmet G. Ozisik
Advertising
Brian Teitzman
Margaret Martin
Tiffany Lisk
Marketing
Peder Sweeney
Circulation
Sharon Lloyd, Marge Enright
Sandy Spees
Executive Advisor
Rita Goldstein
Contact any of our editors at
editor@thaddeus.com
For orders or customer service
orders@thaddeus.com
The HP Palmtop Paper (ISSN 10656189) is publis hed by Thaddeus C omputin g Inc., at 110
North Court Street, Fairfield, IA 52556. Periodical
posta ge paid at Fairfield, Iowa. Subscription
rates payable in U.S. dollars, checks drawn on a
U.s. bank, or by credit card - one year: $39; two
years: $69 . Postage: U.s. and U.s. possessions
free; Canada, Mexico add $6 per year; other
countries add $18 per year. Published bi-monthly. Please allow four to six weeks for receipt of
first issue. Executive, Editorial, Circulation, Marketing and Advertising Offices: 110 North Court
Street, Fairfield, IA 52556. Telephone: (515) 4726330, FAX: (515) 472-1879.
Copyright 1998, Thaddeus Computing, Inc.,
all rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced without written permission.
Reasonable efforts are made to provide accurate
and u seful information, but the reader mus t
make his or her own inves tiga tions and decisions; the Publisher and Editorial Staff cannot
assume any responsibility or liability for the use
of information contained herein.
POSTMASTER: Please send any address changes
to Til e HP Palmtop Paper , Attn: Thadd eu s
Computing, Inc., 110 North Court Street, Fairfield,
IA 52556.

THEHPPALMTOPPAPER MAY / JUNE 1998 1

Letters
Low.priced HP 200LX.
What does it mean?

What's the latest on HP
and the HP 200LX? I just
snapped up an HP 200LX
from Service Merchandise
because they were selling out
of them, and the sale price
was attractive. I hope this
doesn't mean that HewlettPackard has stopped producing them. Anyway, I'll have
one on the shelf as a backup
when/if mine quits working.
Christopher Lott, P.E.
Huntsville, AL
lott@phase4.com
[No, Hewlett-Packard has no
plans to discontinue the HP
200LX. In fact, the company
featured the HP 200LX prominently, along with its newer
620LX and 360LX models in
their latest brochure. The
200LX is definitely alive and
well. The Editor.]

Bright future for
HP 200LX

I just finished a nice telephone visit with one of the
top people in the HewlettPackard palmtop marketing
division and was informed
that they have ABSOLUTELY no intention to stop producing the 200LX, AND it is
selling extremely well.
She said it is the only DOS
palmtop platform out there,
and it is very popular among
software developers . She
also said it sells itself, so they
don't have to market it. They
are sending me the latest

brochure which illustrates
the 620LX, the 360LX along
with the 200LX. So they are
"marketing" it as one of the
palmtop choices they have at
HP. I asked if there was any
plan to increase the memory
and they said no. Of course,
one of the strong points of
the 200LX (in my humble
opinion) is all of the software
that is being developed for it.
I hung up the telephone very
excited about the future of
the 200LX.
Dave Fisher, Jr.
102711.3602@compuserve.com

Likes HP 200LX better
than Windows CE unit

I have a CE machine and
the HP 200LX. The CE
machine stays at home; the
200LX goes everywhere with
me. I haven't found anything
that the CE machine does
better than the 200LX, other
than browse "out of the box."
The CE machine is better
for the "Wow!" response
from the uninformed. They
see the desktop and the little
icons and think it is a "real"
computer running Win95.
The 200LX just looks like a
PIM in their eyes. Perhaps
there is security in that, as a
dishonest person would
more likely steal the CE unit
(which I could do without)
than the 200LX (from which I
am inseparable).
Larry Zimmerman
Topeka, Kansas, USA
104651.1715@compuserve.com

Proposes keyboard
product

I use an HP 200LX (three
years now!) and like it a lot. I
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have seen the Newton keyboard setup and it piqued
my interest.
My brother has a Newton
computer and its keyboard,
so I gave it the extensive test
and decided that I really prefer the genuine PC keyboard,
for several reasons.
With the Newtol1 keyboard, one has to use the
same technique as with the
palmtop to get the page
up/down keys, i.e., holding
one key while pressing
another. This also goes for all
the special function keys and
"Blue keys." Thus, to my
way of thinking, it is only
one step up from the LX in
size and typeability(!) but
less than one step up in actually being able to type as
comfortably fast, as on a regular PC keyboard.
There is an interesting Web
site for a company that specializes in keyboard modules, and interfacing PC keyboards to serial RS-232 ports
(http://www.hagstromelectronics.com )
I have contacted this company and they say they are
keen to build my "Dream
box," which is a tiny module
with a PC keyboard female
socket on one side, and
either an RS-232 port, or
maybe a cable with the LX
connector on the other side.
I have contacted the
Japanese programmer who
wrote the Newton keyboard
TSR program, and he said it
is OK to modify the assembler code for the different
keyboard codes that will be
coming out of the box from
Hagstrom.
My idea is to have this tiny
(about the size of a Zip po
lighter) box, maybe with a
button cell battery, but pocketable, so that any time you

are near a PC with an underutilized keyboard, you could
borrow it and "knucklebone" data into the palmtop
much faster and easier.
The next idea is a PC keyboard frame. POSSibly out of
aluminum, it would clip to a
keyboard and fold out from
under to cradle the LX above
the keyboard and maybe
have a couple of extendible
plates to stabilize the keyboard upon one's legs if typing without a table.
I guess I should be copywriting this stuff, but I just
want palmtop users to have
the best of both worlds, so I
am giving you these ideas to
do with as you please. I am
not a programmer (yet!), so
would not be able to do the
coding to make a TSR program work.
Dav id Lawrence
katana@clear.net.nz

EduCALC's closing,
and HP

I have read your article
about EduCALC. I want to
share my opinion with the
users about EduCALC,
and the history of the HP
palmtops.
I used my first HP calculator around 1975. Because of
my father's profession (civil
engineer) and interest, he had
used many scientific, business
and programmable calculators. When we started to use
HP, we saw the difference.
Quality and support were the
things we were looking for.
Then I became a HP fan too.
I had started to use the HP
45 (in 1975), HP 34C (in
1976), HP 41C (1980), HP 12C
Business Calculator (some
time), HP 19BII Business
Calculator (in 1990), HP
95LX Palmtop PC (1991), HP

200LX (1994) and HP 320LX
(in 1997) . I have also used
many other non-HP handheld
computers and programmable calculators.
However, HP handhelds
were always my favorite. The
reason was simple. Quality,
support, and a difference that
HP created in its machines.
There were always more
functions, more information,
more support, more quality .
This was important for us
because we were living in
Turkey, and HP Turkey was
not established in our country
at that time. So, we were
away from technical support,
and had to be sure that we
would not have to stop at any
stage of our work.
HP products were always
almost two times as expensive as the other brand s .
However, the total quality of
the product always made that
cost worth it. There were
some information sources,

such as HP Key Notes, some
user group activities (in
Europe), and other information support which was very
important during those times.
We had no chance to surf on
the Internet or look for freeware programs in the 1970s.
So, HP was the right brand.
In 1991, when I bought my
first HP 95LX Palmtop PC
(I've owned three), I saw that
quality was not as good as it
was in the HP45 or HP41 .
However, the product was
revolutionary.
In 1991, I decided to operate
a user group in Turkey. This
was an amateur information
network. I still continue and
try to support Turkish users.
Many loose hinge problems
were reported, as well as
some other problems which
were the first indications of
the decreasing quality of the
palmtops. In my HP 95LX,
the labels on the keys disappeared in time. HP gave a

replacement, and I continued
to use the palmtop.
With my HP 200LX I also
have experienced a loose
hinge problem. It was
replaced, too. Users also
reported some screen and
other minor problems. The
quality was not as in the late
1970s, but the products continued to give more than was
expected of them.
People who have contributed by giving out information (rather than merely
thinking about finances),
Thaddeus
Computing,
EduCALC, and thousands of
users ... .they all are responsible for bringing HP palmtops
to today's level. This degree
of success was very difficult
to accomplish, because it can
not be brought about with
money.
Now, the first strike comes
from HP when they decided
to discontinue to develop the
HP 200LX series. I know

many people in my neighborhood, like me, who are ready
to buy a newly developed HP
200LX with a color VGA
monitor, faster CPU and larger memory. This technology
is already in the hands of HP.
Most people do not want to
use pens in the palmtops.
Pens can not go beyond being
a part of a fun device for most
of the applications.
Besides, although the HP
200LXs did not ha v e a
Windows CE operating system, the applications were
compatible
with
the
Windows applications. I
always had th e chance of
using my files directly on my
desktop. My 200LX files were
directly usable in the
Windows machines, which is
s till a missing function in
Windows CE devices.
Customers don't seem to be
as important to HP as they
(Continued on page 30)

~.FUlRL ALL YO• •ILE PC NEElS
ADns.Stop Palmtop Shop. HBwlatt-Packard MobilB PC Experts

Why waste time scurrying from place to place searching for Hewlett-Packard 620/360/200LX Palmtop PC or HP
OmniBook Notebook and then some place else to find the right accessory? We are Your One-Stop Palmtop ShopR.
You can count on us to supply you with everything you may need for your HP Mobile PC, Sandisk flash cards,
modems, leather cases, etc. We are an exclusive Hewlett-Packard dealer. We offer large inventory, quick
delivery, and competitive pricing. You will always deal with a live person, no voice mail.
Whatever you need for your HP Palmtop, one call get it all. We do trade-ins, service &upgrades incl.
DoubleSpeed and up to 8MB RAM on HP200LX with the quickest turn-around in the market. Create a more
powerful business tool when adding a wireless service to your mobile PC. We know the wireless products too.

CaI/BOO-709-9494 for a FREE copy of the most extensive Hewlett-Packard Mobile PC
Expert catalog. We have competitive prices
, and strive hard to match anyone's prices.

An Exe/us/yo

(h~ ~!~.z:~6~

We honor all major credit cards.
Volume bids/quotes, government &fortune
companies' pas welcome. Open 8 to 8,
Saturdays 9 to 5. Sundays closed.

Authorizod Roso//or
NEW HP PALMTOP PCs:
HP200LXl4MB DOS Based Palmtop PC
HP200LXl2MB DOS Based Palmtop PC
HP200LXl8MB Turbo Tornado Special TIS'
HP200LXl6MB Turbo Tornado Special TIS'
HP1000CXl2 MB Pure DOS based Palmtop
PRE·OWNED HP200LX PALMTP PCs:
HP200LXl8MB Pre-Owned Palmtop TIS'
HP200LXl6MB Pre-Owned Palmtop TIS'
• TIS comes wlDoubleSpeed + Added RAM

$565.95
$455.95
$749.95
$449.95
$429.95
$499.95
$449.95

New HP620LXl16MB RAM
with crisp color display.

A!1!~!!!..~!!!.tgP54~~JlP ®

Sales: (800) 709-9494 Int'l: (608) 752-1537 Fax: (608) 752-9548
Website: http://www.mrpalmtop.com E·mail:gc@midplains.net

HP Windows CE 2.0 Palmtop PCs:
HP620LX Palmtop w/Color Display WinCe2
HP360LX Palmtop Windows CE 2.0
Send·ln UpGrade Prices· HP200/1000LX:
T2/8MS 8MB UpGrade w/DoubleSpeed
T2/6MS 6MB UpGrade w/DoubleSpeed
T2S DoubleSpeed UpGrade (also HP1 OOLX)
SanDisk CF Cards with PCMCIA Adapter:
SDCF/20 20MB CompactFlash
SDCF/10 10MB CompactFlash

$849.95
$549.95
$299.95
$249.95
$ 89.95
$209.95
$139.95

8MB CompactFlash
SDCF/8
4MB CompactFlash
SDCF/4
SanDisk PCMCIA Flash Memory Cards:
85MB Flash Memory Card
SDP/85
40MB Flash Memory Card
SDP/40
20MB Flash Memory Card
SDP/20
XLC Genuine Leather Cases for HP PTs:
XLC Executive Leather Case for HP620LX
XLC Executive Leather Caes for HP360/320
XLC Executive Leather Case for HP200/100

$109.95
$89.95
$899.95
$469.95
$249.95
$49.95
$34.95
$34.95
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This section lists new products of
interest to users of the HP palmtop
PCs. New Products includes
descriptions of hardware, software,
books, videos, training and service
offerings. Prices listed in this section are suggested retail. You may
be able to get the products for less if
you shop around.
HP Palmtop Paper Staff

SHAREWARE/FREEWARE
ANDREW3.ZIP •
This upgrade contains
fonts that enhance the readability on the HP 100 / 200LX, HP OmniGo, 700LX,
and the HP 1000LX.
Type: Postcardware
Available on this issue's HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK, and also on
CompuServe's HPHAND Library 11 .

AIRPORT.ZIP .
AIRPORT.ZIP contains an
HP 200LX-format database
(.GDB file) with 1,874 cities
worldwide, including the
airport names and three-letter airport codes for the
cities.
Type: Freeware
Available on this issue's HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK , and also on
CompuServe's HPHAND Library 11 .

REVEILLE.ZIP •
REVEILLE .DOC is a custom alarm sound file for the
100 / 200LX . Change the
file' s extension from .DOC
to .SND and copy it to your
palmtop's C:\_DAT\ directory (Le., the file should be
C : \ _DA T\ALARM .SND) .
Set the alarm beep to
Custom under the ApptBook's Options menu . Be
glad you don't have to wake
up to this alarm every morning at 5:45.

Type : Freeware . Available on this
issue's HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK,
and also on CompuServe's HPHAND
Library 11.

IATA.ZIP .
IA T A .GDB is an HP
100/ 200LX-format database
with entries for all airlines
that are IATA members. The
records contain 2-letter IATA
and 3-letter ICAO codes.
Freeware. Available on this issue's HP
Palmtop Paper ON DISK, and also on
CompuServe's HPHAND Library 11.

gories, bookmarks and sections. View the labels in
daily, weekly or monthly
increments or by matching
search phrase(s) . Settings
allow optimization for HP
palmtops (95LX or 100 / 200LX) or PC compatibles.
File size is limited only by
available memory. ""ersion
2.3 adds search/ replace, an
"Only view," and other
improvements.
Type: Shareware; registration fee $35.
Available on this issue's HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK, and also on
CompuServe's HPHAND Library 11.

SOFTWARE UPGRADES
HARDWARE
LXGPS13.ZIP (88 K)
v.l.3 by Greg Renda
LXGPS is a moving map
GPS program for th e
100/200LX written with the
PAL libraries . It will use
custom maps in .PCX format, can log journeys, save
waypoints, show satellites
acquired, etc.
New features for version
1.3 include:
- display waypoints on map.
- calculate distance between
waypoints.
- added serial initialization file.
- fixed problem with large
time zone offsets in time
mode.
- added support for GPVTG
sentence.
- along with a few miscellaneous bug fixes.
Type: Copyrighted freeware.
Available on this issue's HP Palmtop
Paper ON DIS~ and on the Web at:
http://www.jps.neVrenda/greg/

FLEXPAD.ZIP . - v. 2.3
FLEXP AD is an organizer / text editor. Type in notes
and add labels to delineate
appointments, to-dos, cate-
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PCMCIA Cables
SupplyNet, Inc. supplies
replacement connectivity
cables for most PCMCIA
cards, including cables for
modems; cellular phones; ethernet cards and SCSI cards.
They have cables for cards
manufactured by 3COM,US
Robotics, Megahertz, XircomTDK, Apex Data, EigerLabs, Hayes&nbsp; Zoom&nbsp; Telephonics &amp;
and more than 50 others. All
cables are in stock and available for immediate worldwide delivery.
Price: $varies
Contact: SupplyNet, Inc, USA; Phone:
800-826-0279; Fax : 914-267-2420
Email :info@thesupplynet.com. Web:
www.thesupplynet.com.

DEMO SOFTWARE
5MCCDEMO.ZIP - by
Steven A. Carder, MD
5MCCDEMO.ZIP (28 K) is
a limited demo of the HTML
version of the " 1997

Griffith' s 5-Minute Clinical
Consultant." The Griffith
volume is a medical reference book that contains
brief, two-page overviews of
almost 600 medical conditions. Each overview has
sections devoted to causes,
diagnosis, and treatment of
the condition. The book also
has 400 shorter (9 per page)
reviews of rarer conditions.
Type: Demo (of commercial software).
Available on this issue's HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK.
Contact: Steven A. Carder, MD
805 Woodridge Lane
Liberty, MO 64068
(816) 415-9002
E-mail: S_Carder@compuserve.com

BATTERIES
Duracel1 Ultra Batteries
Duracell has recently
introduced this new brand
of high-capacity alkaline
batteries for handheld / palm
PCs and high-tech devices.
According to company literature the batteries will last
50% longer than ordinary
alkaline batteries and be
available in AA and AAA
sizes. Like other Duracell
batteries, the Ultra comes
with the PowerCheck strip
to let you test the battery's
power level. The suggested
retail price will be approximately 20% more than current Duracell alkaline batteries (Le., a AA four-pack
will cost around $5.00).
Available in May at retail outlets
Contact: Duracell North Atlantic Group;
Web: www.duracell.com

Do vou have aPalmtop vou no longer use;J
We'll buy it _. even if it's broken!
Thaddeus Computing (that's us) can always use extra palmtops for various projects. If you want to mail in your Palmtop equipment and manuals
to us, here is what we will pay.
Palmtop in good working order and good shape:·
HP 95lX (with manuals): $ 55
HP 100lX (with manuals): $75
HP 200lX (with manuals): $100
• Without manuals: HP 95LX subtract $5; HP tOOLX or200LX subtract $tO.
We'll adiust the price if equipment works but has some signfficant damage.

Broken Palmtop:·
Broken 95l X (with manuals): $25
Broken 100lX (with manuals): $35
Broken 200lX (with manuals): $35

Accessories:
HP Connectivity Pack w/cable and manual: HP1 00/200LX: $15; HP95LX: $5
Uncompressed Flash and SRAM cards : $5 per megabyte (e.g ., 40
Meg=$200)
Modem cards, cables, software, chargers, other items: we'll look things
over, but we may not be able to offer much. We'll adjust price as appropriate if accessories come without manuals, or if other items are missing.
Send equipment to : HP Palmtop Used Equipment, Thaddeus
Computing, 110 N. Court, Fairfield, IA 52556. USA. Include a note mentioning this offer with your phone and fax number. If you need to talk with
us, you may call , 515-472-6330. You will receive reimbursement within
three weeks after we receive the equipment.

When you send in your palmtop, if you mention you saw this box you'll receive a free one-year subscription (or renewal) to Handheld PC Magazine.
Offer good through June 3D, 1998.

HP Palmtop User Groups

~~-------------------------------Those interested in participating in an HP Palmtop users group
should contact the following individuals. Send us contact information formatted as below if you wish to be added as a contact for a
users group in your area. Some of the individuals listed offer
Palmtop advice but may not be organizing an official users group.

HP Palmtop Worldwide User Group News
Send material about User Group activities to Conrad Cox; E·mail:
76164.467 @compuserve.com; Website: www.ccnel.coml-cdcox

Fiorenzo; Tel: 39-933-8120; Fax: 39-665-7295

------~~--------------United States

JAPAN - Georg O. P. Eschert; Tel: 040 1206980; Fax: 0249 21
4050. (Languages: German, English and Japanese)
KOREA - Song, Taejin, M.D.; Tel: 82-11-317-4288; E-mail:
placebo@chollian. dacom.co.kr
MEXICO - Francisco Bricio; Tel: (3) 6841317; E-mail:
74174.1442@compuserve.com ; Guadalajara: Juan Pablo De la
Monja; Tel: (523) 601-0358 (office); Fax: (523) 601-0865; E-mail:
aaz @vianel.com.mx

AZ-Phoenix and Tuscon - Cory L. Curtis; Tel: 602-930-9661;
Fax 602-930-8554; E-mail: 102010.632@compuserve.comor
palmtops@starlink.com
CA-Los Angeles - David Shier; Tel: 805-371-9391; Fax: 805371-9391; E-mail: david@shier.com; Web sile: httpJIwww.shier.com
CA-San Diego - Don Williams; Tel: 619-452-6267 or 619-5468166; E-mail: donw@cts.com

ARGENTINA - Buenos Aires: Miguel Angel Misseri; E·mail:
73070.3665@compuserve.com / Martin Sebastian; Capital
Federal; E-mail: marseb @giga.com.ar; Cordoba: Paul Nani; Tel:
54-51-715649; E-mail: pnani @sLcordoba.com.ar

NEW ZEALAND - Royal Oak, Auckland: David Lawrence; Tel:
64-9-634-2089; E-mail: katana @clear.nel.nz

AUSTRALIA - Dr. Barry Collins; c/o Forensic Science Center;
Tel: 08-8226-7700; E-mail: collib@atom.forensic.sa.gov.au

PANAMA / LATIN AMERICA - Aviran Yanir; Tel: 5074410442;
Fax: 507-441-0473; E-mail: aViran@palmtop.com

AUSTRIA - Ulrich Hoesch; Hoesch @hp-club.or.at

PHILIPPINES - Carlos Caliwara; Tel: (632) 8906229 to 36,
extensions 120 & 121; Fax: (632) 9285635;E·mail:
lawl @mail.ph.net

IL-Chicago -

PORTUGAL - PPTUG; Tel/Fax: 351-1-2597216; E-mail:
sulplano@individual. eunet.pt

MA- Boston - Bryan Krauthamer; Tel: 617·374-9600 x 197
(work); Fax: 617-374-9620; CompuServe 10: [70444,41J.

BRAZIL - Marcos L. Pedroza; Tel: 5584211 6162; E-mail: mpedroza@summer .com.br
DENMARK - Jesper E. Siig; Tel: 45 49156042; Fax: 45 4916
1001; E-mail: 100660.3503@compuserve.com;Web:htlp:lIourworld.compuserve.comlhomepages/Siig/hpug.htm
EGYPT - Mohamed Farag Ahmed; Tel: 20-2-344-9680; Fax: 202-344·9680; E-mail: mfahmed@asme.org
FRANCE - Olivier Della Valle; Tel: (1) 43 53 95 67; E-mail:
101533.160 @compuserve. com
GERMANY -

Eckart Prinz; Phone/Fax: +49 6151 376065.

GERMANY / LUXEMBOURG - Gilles Kohl; E-mail:
100114.3146@compuserve. com; Tel: +49 721693655 (after 6
p.m. Central European time).
GREECE - Athens: Stavros D. Zacharakos; Tel: (+301)
8050041 ; Mobile Tel: (+3) 093254717 24hrs.; Fax: (+301)
8050041 ... Galatsi: John Tatsiramos, c/o TAFARM, Tel: (01)
29.17.401; Fax: (01) 29.28.174.
HOLLAND/BELGIUM - Mister G. Dongs; Tel: +31 756
704205; E·mail: 74064.173@compuserve.com
HONG KONG - Rm 8, 20/F, Blk B, Wah Kai Ind Center, 221
Texaco Rd., Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong; Tel: 24090969; Fax: 2407
0782; E-mail: encom@asiaonline.nel.
HUNGARY - Zoltan Matok, ORbitRADE Hungary LId.; E-mail:
zmatok@orbitrade.aIba.hu;TeI:3622327687; Fax: 36 22 327 784.
INDONESIA - Chris Wibisono: E-mail: cwjlO630@dnel.nel.id
Dirk H. Eversbert, clo P.T. Austindo Mitratama, Mr. Elman
Sunarlio, JI. Gunung Sahari 2I6E, Jakarta 10610, INDONESIA.
ITALY - Mr. Andrea Valdre; Tel: 39-6-87295.205; Fax: 39-687295-215; E-mail: a.valdre@agora.stm.it;AlsoSalvatore

SINGAPORE - Chaikin Koon; 334-B King George's Avenue,
SINGAPORE 208571; E-mail: chaikin@pacific.nel.sg
SOUTH AFRICA - Don Hoggan; 19 Somers Road, Clarendon
3201 Pietermaritzburg; Fax 27331 943238; E·mail
hoggan @mweb.co.za
SPAIN - Barcelona: Julio Lazaro Crespo; Email: lazaromata @sumi.es
SWEDEN - Kentillemann; Telephone/Fax: 08- 611 4885; Email: Kenl.lllemann@eca.ericsson.se; or 100775.2027@·
compuserve. com; Also Thomas H., Tel: 46 (70) 5308970 or
Phone/Fax: 46 (8) 7733740; E-mail: Thomas.Hul,-n@mc.ey.se
(This is a 200LX group)
SWITZERLAND - Alexander Gutfeldt; Landoltstrasse 28, CH·
3007, Berne, SWITZERLAND; E-mail: l00527.2461 @compuserve .com; or gutfeldt@msmail .advd.unibe.ch
TURKEY -

AhmelG.O~sik;E-mal:ago@ibm.net

UKRAINE - Linetskvy V. Oleg; Tel: (051) 36 73 51 367313;
Fax: (051) 2441 25.
UNITED KINGDOM -Isleworth, Middlesex: Michael A. Brown,
MBA Group, Tel: 01818473777; Fax: 01815682402.
Farnborough, Hampshire: David Hodges; E-mail:
w.mier@ic.ac.uk
WEST INDIES - Ian Melville, clo Frontline Marketing Agencies;
Phone: 868-642-5492; Fax:868-642-2021; E-mail:
ianmel @opus.co.tl

CA- San Francisco - Conrad Cox; E-maiI76164.467 @com·
puserve.com
CO-Denver 0347.

Bill Hoeltgen; Tel: 303-933-0023; Fax: 303-971·

GA.-Allanta, - AK. Avasthi, Tel: 770471-1389.
Ahmet G. Ozisik; E·mail: ago@ibm.net

KS- Manhallan -

Marietha Wilson; Tel: 913-532-9775.

MI- Detroit - Jeff Zorn; Tel: 313-489-1855
ME- Orono - University Palmtop User's Group; E-mail: palmtop@tree.net; Website: www.tree.neVpalmtop
MN-Minneapolis - Beth Silverwater; Tel: 612-541-5631; Fax:
612-541-5636; E-mail: 73502.3645 @compuserve.com
NJ/NY- New York - Stanley Dobrowski; Tel: 201-807-5857
(work); E-mail: 76711 .2302 @compuserve.com
OH-Cleveland - Craig de Fasselle, clo MEM, Inc., 4702 East 355th
SI., Willoughby, OH 44094.
OK-Oklahoma City -

Richard B. Meek; Tel: 405-842-1267.

PA-Mershey - Gayle J. Leininger, E-mail: gleining @cathlab. car
dio.hmc.psu.edu ; Gary L. Wizar, E-mail: gwizar@cathlab.
cardio.hmc .psu.edu
SC-Charleston - Ron Rivers, P.O. Box 31284, Charleston, SC
29417-1284; Tel: 800-864-8444; E·mail: 75023.44 @compu
serve.com
TX- Houston - Houston Area Palmtop Users Group; Tel: 713777-0868; E-mail: horacek@iapc.net
Washington, DC - Rick Shaddock, c/o Computer Instructors
Corporation, Tel: 703-486-2222; E-mail: rick @cicorp.com
WA-Bellevue - Suzanne Ow; E·mail: suzanne_ow@hp.com
WEST INDIES - Ian Melville clo FrontLine Marketing Agencies;
Tel: 868-642-5492 Fax: 868-642·2021 ; E-mail: ianmel @opus.co.tl

THE HP PALMTOP PAPER MAY I JUNE 1998 5

NEWS

NEWS

NEWS

NEWS

NEWS

User to User:
New Editor, Software Carousel,
Pre-configured Palmtops and More
By Hal Goldstein

A

Paper. In 15 minutes we agreed in
principle to a telecommuting
arrangement - Ed lives a couple of
hours away, and so can drive down
as needed. Fortunately, we have a
number of excellent articles in the
hopper for the next two HP Palmtop
Paper, which will help us out until
Ed can work full time. Rich Hall,
Ed, and I will tri-edit the publication in the meantime.
Ed brings technical savvy and a
creative approach to Palmtop computing (just check out his article on
hypertext viewing in this issue). He
also possesses a teacher's mentality.
So expect his editing, his articles,
his quick and basic tips to be clear
and educational for all levels of
palmtop expertise.

mI having fun now that
the 8 MB and 32 MB double-speed palmtops have
revitalized the 200LX part of our
business. Thanks to the popularity
of these upgrades, I have the pleasure of making a couple of
announcements that will benefit the
HP Palmtop community.

New HP Palmtop Paper editor!

Our long-term readers should
appreciate the first announcement.
Ed Keefe, author of "PC in Your
Pocket", as well as numerous HP
Palmtop Paper articles, subscriber
disks, and other palmtop products,
will become the new editor of The
HP Palmtop Paper! Ralph Turner,
who has done an excellent job the
past year and a half, leaves to promote his book, "Country Property
Dirt Cheap: How I Found My Piece
of Inexpensive Rural Land." When
Ralph told me his plans, I panicked.
It is not easy finding someone both
knowledgeable and willing at this
stage in the palmtop life cycle to
take over the publication (especially
in Fairfield, Iowa). I considered canceling The HP Palmtop Paper, since,
as I have mentioned previously, it is
no longer profitable in and of itself.
Then it struck me. I knew Ed
Keefe was taking early retirement
from his college teaching position
in August. I called him and asked if
he'd like to edit The HP Palmtop

Software Carousel available again

The second announcement is
related to a fun challenge. "OK",
many readers ask. "I can now have
an 8 MB and 32 MB palmtop .. . but
what can I do with it?"
One answer has to do with a
product called Software Carousel.
Readers of this column will remember several articles I wrote about
the product, well before the advent
of 8 and 32 MB palmtops. Software
Carousel extends the push-button
capability of the palmtop to switch
between applications. All palmtop
users are familiar with being able to
press the Appointment key or
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Phone key to switch between builtin software. With Software Carousel you add the ability to switch
between DOS applications. So, for
example, you could switch from 12-3 to Hypertext Viewer (HV . - see
Ed's column) with a simple keystroke combination, such as CTRL
2. Then press the 1-2-3 key to get
back to Lotus. You could set up
CTRL 3 for your favorite game and
CTRL 4 for your editor/word
processor of choice.
Software Carousel runs well on
an uncompressed flash card. It is
even faster in memory on the 8 and
32 Meg double-speed units. If you
use the EMM memory software that
comes with the upgraded units,
task switching becomes almost as
fast as pressing the built-in application keys.
Unfortunately, Software Carousel has been unavailable for about
six months. Recently, we were able
to contact the owners of the software and make an arrangement
whereby Thaddeus Computing
becomes the exclusive Software
Carousel distributor for end users
and dealers.
Setting up Software Carousel is
not hard. Still, for busy people, the
idea of setting it up and then customizing it may seem too daunting.
Related to this is the fact that there is
some great freeware and shareware
that we have written about in The

HP Palmtop Paper and can be found
on our CD InfoBase. However, for
many users there may not be the
time to set things up properly.
In answer to this challenge,
we've corne up with a solution.
When users send in their palmtop
for a memory upgrade, we will, for
a configuration fee, set up the palmtop with Software Carousel and the
best freeware and shareware available. Other users can send in their
palmtop for this "Super Software
Carousel" configuration. We'll also
have an easy-to-install CD, for doit-yours elfers who don't want to
give up their palmtop for a few
days. The CD will be sent to all purchasers, for backup purposes.
What the pre-configured
palmtop wi1l1ook like

The key to making this idea
work is to combine Software
Carousel with Harry Konstas' HDM
• DOS menu manager. HDM is a
wonderful menu program that
looks like the MORE key application manager menu, but for DOS
software . HDM is to Software
Carousel as the MORE key
(Application Manager) is to the
built-in applications. In other
words, our idea is that pressing
CTRL 2 would take you to a menu
of the best freeware and shareware
DOS applications. When you press
CTRL 3, you'll find yourself in a
screen that lists a number of games
to play. (See screens 1 and 2).
If you decide you don't want to,
use one of the pre-configured applications, we'll make it simple to
remove it. Similarly, if you want to
add your favorite DOS program, it
will be as simple as adding an application to application manager.
Alternatively, you can easily create a
new session (CTRL-4) just devoted to
your new application ( Sidebar).
This list is not yet 100% accurate.
Some items may be added. In some
cases, we may have to withdraw
software if the freeware author
doesn't give us permission. IMPOR-

TANT: The majority of this software is copyrighted freeware.
However, some of this software
(shareware) is distributed on a trial

basis. If you like the program, you
are expected to register it. The fee
may range from sending a hello on
a post card, to $45.

Super Software Carousel
Preconfigured Palmtop
Ctrl2. Session 2. Applications
HV (Hypertext Viewer) . ....... HTML browser to view Web downloads. •
PE (PaIEdit) ........... A MEMO-like editor with many enhancements including
spell checker.
VR (Vertical Reader) . .. .... . Lets you read doc files and electronic books, vertically on the
palmtop.
DBV (DataBase Viewer) ... . . . . Fast phone, appt and database file viewer.
View ....... . . . . .. . ........ Lets you view files from a variety of word processing
formats.
Tune .. .. . ... . . . . . . . ... . . .. Metronome and musical tuner.
ZIP . ...... . . ..... .... . .. . . Fast PC to palmtop serial transfer program.
PalDraw . .. . . . . . . . . ...... . . Paint drawing program for palmtop.
Stereo Shell . . .. . .... . . . .. .. DOS File Manager.
db2ndb ..... . .... . .. . . .. .. Lets you open a second database file in Notetaker.
garlic . .. .. .. . . . .. . ... . . . .. Fixes corrupt database files.
PKZIP .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . ... . File archiver/compressor.
LHA . . .. . . . . . . . ... . .. . .... File archiver/compressor.
LXPIC . . ... . . . ... . .. . .. ... Graphics file viewerHelp file that describes functionality of files
on pre-configured system.

Ctrl3. Session .3. Games
Dominoes
FreeCell
Yahtzee 42 - LX
Klondike Golf
Black Jack
Bridge

Backgammon
Checkers
Tetris
MasterMind
Mine Sweep
Reversi (Othello)

Sokabon
Worm
Chess
IGO

Other EXM, TSR or utilities not suited for HOM
Andrew3 . ... . . More readable palmtop font.
CloseFlr . . .... . Lets you close Filer to save memory.
Buddy . .. . . . Zillion utilities in one. We may include instructions for easy install.
Otherwise some Buddy features might take user by surprise.
fastdb ... . . .. . Speeds up database programs (e.g. Phone).
MoreEXM .. ... Breaks system limitation of 7 EXM files. Enable software like ZOOM.
Zoom . . . . . . Wonderful Magnify-like program that enlarges and makes more
readable any section of the screen in built-in apps. For example can
blow-up datacard so phone number more readable.
Subst . .. .. . .. DOS 5 utility superior to ASSIGN.
Vclock . .. .. ... Whole screen clock and timer.
1) The list of products has not been finatized. Some software may be added or deleted in the final version of "Super Carousel. "
2) Versions of all software mentioned here can be found on The HP Palmtop Paper's 1998 CD Info8ase. They can also be
found at wwwpalmtop.nel, www.thaddeus.com. www.dasoft.com, and the HPHAND CompuServe forums.
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The HP Palmtop Paper's CD InJoBase

THE

HP Palmtop
Paper's '98 CD In/oBase

The HP Palmtop Paper's CD InfoBase

NEW 1998 2-CD DELUXE EDmON: Buy or Upgrade
This Windows 2-CD set contains in hypertext searchahle format all 1991-97 The HP Palmtop Papers,
detailed advertiser product descriptions, HP 200LX User's GUide, HPI00!200!700LX Developer's Guide,
and complete DOS and 1-2-3 MicroRef manuals. You'll also find over 1000 pieces of freeware and
shareware from the 1991-97 ON DISK collection/Subscriber PowerDisk/Developer's Guide plus 1000
e-text classics readable on the Palmtop.

PC In Your Pocket

The HP Palmtop Paper

UP Palmtop qook: Ideal for users, great gift for interested friends
The editors of The HP Palmtop Paper have organized some of
their best material into a readable, practical book about the HP
Palmtop. The book is filled with hundreds of real-life examples
of the HP Palmtop's features and capabilities. Busy professionals
IN YOUR
describe how they use the HP Palmtop to organize their time,
information, and money to be more effective. Order directly
from us and we'll include a disk containing most of the software
t/t" ,t (lf
'I'ho III' I'al mtop
mentioned in the book. Written both for users and for those
Po"."
considering purchasing an HP Palmtop.
PC In Your Pocket

PC

POCKET!

Order back issues of The HP Palmtop
Paper while they last

The HP Palmtop Paper

Like the HP Palmtop? There's plenty of useful information already published. HP 95LX users will especially
benefit from nineteen 1991-94 issues, and HP 100LX and
HP 200LX users will appreciate the eighteen 1995-97
issues. Included is a Subscriber PowerDisk.

Handheld PC Magazine

HP lOO/200IX Developer's Guide
Attention: Palmtop Developers and Enthusiasts
The Developer's Package includes evelything you need to write
software, design hardware, or simply understand the inner workings of
the HP Palmtop.
The Package includes:
1) Printed copy of 586-page Developer's Guide
2) Disk containing HP-created source code and utilities for developers
3) Complete set of kits for marketing your Palmtop product
4) CompuServe starter kit (CompuSelve is where Palmtop programmers
hang out)
5) PAL: a C source code IibralY for developing software with the look
and feel of the HP Palmtop built-in applications

Interested in Microsoft's new Windows CE operating
system? What better way to stay on top of it than with a
,
~
magazine from the publishers of Tbe HP Palmtop
189 New
FlllE8: ;
Paper?
Products! .
Suhscription includes: • 6 bi-monthly issues· the
~
annual Handbeld PC Magazine Windows CE Buyer's
Guide· Special Report: 12 Important Things EvelY
Handheld PC User
Should Know •
Handheld PC
Magazine's Goodies Disk containing the 20
best Windows CE -based freeware/shareware
games, utilities, and applications.
Handheld PC Bonuses

lL[l~uHmt1PC

--

.1-1'-'1-' ,- .-, 1-1 1\11 11\1,- I

LII,'_'CI, LI. "_" .':'
~

WWW_lhaddcus.com
~

IMicroRef Quick Reference Lotus 123 and DOS 5 Guides I

n.. HP 100U: I HP 200LX
DeV.IDper'. auld.

lv/icroRef Quick Reference
Lotus 123 and Dos 5 Guides

Get the DOS and Lotus Answers You Need - Fast and Easy
Locate subjects fast. Numerous examples and illustrations. "Far superior to
any otber guide, cbeat sbeet, 01' original documentation. .. an excellen! guide
for all users.... HigblJ' recommended!"
John Dvorak - PC Magazine

The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK

HP lOO/200LY Del'e/oper's Guide

Thaddeus
Computing

INc

Publisher: The HP Palmtop Paper (Iud HmldbeJd PC Magaz ine

110 North Court, Fairfield, IA ;2;;6

800-373-6114· 1-515-472-6330
Fax: 1-;15-472- 1879 · Web: www.thaddeus .com
E-Mail: orders@rhaddeus.com

Get all the great freeware and shareware you read about in each issue of The HP Palmtop Paper.
This invaluable supplement to Tbe HP Palmtop Paper also contains detailed
information from advertisers plus the full text of Tbe HP Palmtop Paper for text
search.
PLUS: The best palmtop tips and the best freeware and sharelVare on tlVO 1.44
Meg floppy disks. Included FREE with your Tbe HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK subscription, or can be purchased separately.

T O ORDER: Please use either
of the order cards in this issue.

"Best Tips ON DISK" comes free witb The HP
Palmtop Paper ON DISK suhscription

What makes a
common 200LX a 200LX ULTRA?

Evervthingl
More computing power and flexibility
than any pocket has ever known!

HP 200LX

ULTRA ..
ULTRACOMM

Both the
HP 200LX ULTRA

• 32 MegaBytes RAM

and ULTRACOMM are

• DouhleSpeed

available Brand New,

• Super Software Carousel
• Trans Digital Parallel Port Card

Refurbished, and as
Upgrades to your existing

• Power Package
• Comm Package (on UltraComm)
To learn more about these products, see the catalog that came with
this issue. Don't have the catalog? Give us a call and we'll get one to
you immediately!

HP 200LX. All features of
the ULTRA palmtops are
available separately.

800·373·6114
515·472·6330

Fax: 515·472·1879

Thaddeus Computing INC
110 N Court, Fairfield, Iowa 52556

orders@thaddeus.com

www.thaddeus.com

Many are available for
the 100LX as well.

USER TO USER: New Editor, Software Carousel, Preconfigured Palmtops, More ...

The all-in-one printing. fast-backup-to-PC-or-ZIP drive. quickrestore-of-speed-and-memoryupgrade-drivers solution
OK, you have an 8 or 32 MB
palmtop. How are you going to back
up your data? You can use serial
transfer shareware like ZIP. COM,
the HP Connectivity pack, or HP's
free Transfile WIN 200 • backup
software. That is OK if you have
patience, or if only a small portion of
the data you store changes.
Alternatively, perhaps you have an
extra flash card to back up your data.
However, in most cases you will
want a fast backup option to make
sure your data on your 8 or 32 MB
palmtop is secure. The solution: the
Trans Digital parallel port card.
Place the Trans Digital card in your
palmtop's PC Card slot. Then plug
in a special cable that lets you connect your palmtop to another PC, a
ZIP drive, a printer, or any other
parallel port device.
The software you need to backup your palmtop's data to a PC or
ZIP d'r ive is built into the low
power Trans Digital card's flash
ROM. Once you set things up,
transfer is extremely fast and
straightforward.
You can use the PC card's parallel port to print directly from the
palmtop to any standard parallel
port printer.
As an added bonus, vendors
who sell the Times2Tech 8 and 32
MB double-speed upgrade (see sidebar on next page), sell a custom version of the Trans Digital card. These
custom cards contain in flash memory the speed and 32 MB memory drivers required for upgraded palmtops. Having this backup software
on the PC card can save time and
frustration, especially for restoring
the speed driver. If for some reason
the speed driver gets deleted from
the palmtop, it is a little tricky to
restore it. Clear instructions come
with the speed driver. However, it is
a little tricky because the palmtop
screen gets right-shifted without the

Screen 1: "Super Software Carousel" Session using HDM menu program .
Contains some of the best freeware and shareware applications.

rA;

Mine
Sweeper

Screen 2: "Super Software Carousel" Session using HDM menu program.
Contains some of the best freeware and shareware games.

I Whi te

to ",ave

I

Help/Rules
PilSS

Retract Hove

Why?
Hint
ShOH Jaseki

~~:nC:M~etup

Score/Fi Ie
Quit to DOS

. Stones captured b'!l Blackl

1.

White:

0

Screen 3: Go match between Palmtop Paper publisher Hal Goldstein and
Steve Carder (see his profile page 17).

speed driver installed, and therefore
is hard to read.
Note that if you already own a
Trans Digital card, you can contact
Trans Digital directly, and for a
nominal fee they will install the
speed and memory drivers.
News on upgrades

We expect soon, but cannot yet
commit, to have a solution for those
8 MB palmtop users unable to
upgrade to 32 Meg. (If your palmtop was originally 1 MB, or has a
serial number less than SG6, then
you are in this boat). If you want to
upgrade, contact us. By the time you
read this, we may have a solution,
or you may be able to simply swap
your used 8 MB unit for a refurbished 32 MB we have in stock.
There may also be a solution in a
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couple of months for 2 MB lOOLX
users to upgrade to 8 or 32 MB. Stay
tuned.

Longer lasting Duracells
The folks at Duracell sent us a 4pack of new, longer lasting AA
Alkalines designed specifically for
digital devices such as palmtops.
Rich Hall, Handheld PC Magazine
editor and I both grabbed a pair.
Our unscientific impression was
they were definitely better than normal alkalines, and close, but not
quite as good as, Eveready lithiums.
They are supposed to retail for $4.95
a 4-pack and be available in May.
Go on the palmtop

Sometime back I wrote about
my favorite game, Go. Go originated in China and later became popu-

lar in Japan, and more recently has
picked up fans in the West. One of
the attractions of the game is the
simplicity of the rules, and yet subtlety of strategy. Go is played on a
19-by-19 board. Black and White
alternatively place stones on any of
the 361 intersection points. The idea
is to control more intersections than
your opponent (see Screen 3).
Capture takes place by completely surrounding a group of your
opponent's stones. While you are
trying to surround him, he is trying
to surround you. At the beginning
of the game, players place stones at
strategic points near the edges and
corners to establish secure bases. As
the game progresses, battles take
place in which each player tries to
surround the other.
When I took an artificial intelligence course in the late 70s at the
University of Illinois, we were told
that Go would be most difficult, if
not impossible, to computerize.
Fortunately, the professor was
wrong. ISH I Press has versions of
Go available that do quite a nice job
against novice and intermediate
users. In addition, like good chess
games, there are sample games,
openings, and teaching exercise /pwblems that come with the game.
After I mentioned Go and ISHI
Press sometime back, readers
reported that the contact information was erroneous. I thought ISHI
Press had gone out of business.
However, Steve Carder, who is profiled in this issue, e-mailed me new,
contact information. Steve further
challenged me to a Go contest via email. We are up to move 41. I am
black. I think I am winning, but it's
hard to tell; Steve may think otherwise. The nice thing is that I store
the game on my palmtop. When I
get the latest e-mail move, I add it
to the board on the palmtop, ready
for study and a countermove.
I use version 7 on my palmtop.
Steve tells me version 8 still works
all right. Currently, ISHI Press sells
version 9 for DOS, and version 10

for Windows 95. (The Windows 95
deluxe version has lots of features
and study tools, and looks great in
color. I recommend it to anyone
interested.) Version 9 is too slow,
even on my double-speed palmtop.
Version 8 is apparently still available from ISHI Press (see sidebar).
You can learn by playing on
smaller boards such as 9 x 9. In fact,
a 9 x 9 free version of the game
called IGO • is available on our CD
InfoBase. The regular versions of Go
have 9x9, llxll, up to 19x19 options.
A final note. I had occasion to email the author of Go. As it happens, he is an HP engineer! He had
never seen Go on a palmtop.

P.s.
Today this issue is going to the
printer, and (long story) at the last
minute we find we have an empty
page. Actually, this turns out to be a
good thing, because it gives me a
chance to make a few more comments and announcements that I
thought would have to wait until
next issue.

The future and nature of
The lIP Palmtop Paper
As you look even at the ads
embedded in this article, it is obvious the nature of what we do at The
HP Palmtop Paper has changed. We
not only report HP Palmtop news;
we are becoming the news. This
creates both an editorial and ethical
dilemma. I certainly do not want
The HP Palmtop Paper to become one
big infomercial. On the other hand
our company Thaddeus Computing
plans to continue introducing new
products and services that will not
only perpetuate, but also enhance
HP 100LX/200LX possibilities.
Factor into the equation that The HP
Palmtop Paper in its current format
can not sustain itself from subscriptions and advertisements.
What to do. Frankly, we will
have to work together and welcome
your comments. The good news is
that Ed Keefe will be taking over

editorial duties and he will be offsite. That means he can focus on the
normal editorial content of the publication (tips, tricks, profiles, how-to
articles) independent of our product development and marketing
efforts. I promise you, based on
articles we have planned for the
coming year, the editorial content
will get even better.
On the other hand we will certainly review, discuss, refer to, and
advertise Thaddeus Computing
products. We have always taken a
supportive rather than condescendingly critical view of the products
we have reviewed over the past 6
years. That will not change when
we discuss our products. Our
Reviews policy has always been to
describe the customer profile of
users who could benefit from the
reviewed product. Whenever possible we will continue to get outside
reviewers to look at products we
sell. We will always have a liberal
return policy in case the product
does not meet your expectations.
Finally, you will see our new catalog enclosed with this issue. Over
time, I expect to move much of our
advertising to the catalog to help
keep The HP Palmtop Paper "clean".
The bottom line is this. Yes,
obviously profit (and survival) is a
Detect/Plot Radioactivity
On Your HP 1 00/200 LX
Complete RM 60 System: $149.50
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P.O. Box 4299, Wilmington DE 19807
PhonelFax: (302) 655-3800
E-mail: aware@aw-e!.com
Visit us at: http://www.aw-e!.com
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motive for us as we introduce new
products and services. However, I
feel that we are truly serving HP
Palmtop customers with our new
direction. We will continue to
enhance editorial content of The HP
Palmtop Paper, while at the same
time offering solutions to help
Palmtop users be more productive.

Hooking up with D&A Software
As we continue to add more
products, technical support
becomes an issue. This is a challenge for us . We do have lots of
Palmtop savvy in house. However,
the unemployment rate in Fairfield,
Iowa is less than 2%. Finding the
right people to handle support
could be tricky.
A vi Meshar of D&A Software
and his team have agreed to take
over most of technical support on
our software. D&A Software represents the other major creative new
product force in the HP Palmtop
market, and we may be working
together on a number of projects.
They are truly palmtop knowledge
and support experts. Included in
their commercial offerings are
WWW /LX Plus, ABC/LX, TimeTracker /LX, VOLT/LX, Magnify,
and freeware HV and PalEdit.
We have decided to begin carrying their products (and they will
carry ours).
In
particular
WWW/LX Plus is a great product
for memory-upgraded palmtop
users. With the extra memory, users
can use a PC Card modem in the
empty slot, and the browser and
email reader WWW /LX Plus can
reside on the internal C drive. In
addition, our upgrades due cause
some battery degradation, and we
recommend nickel metal hydride
1350 MaH rechargeables. ABC/LX
although not absolutely required,
does a great job monitoring and
maximIzmg usage of these
rechargeables.
Finally, A vi emailed me the following announcement today, and I
think it is important enough to
work into this last minute page.

Avi's WWW/LXPlus
Announcement
D&A Software Inc. announces
the release of the second major version of it Internet Solution for the
HP Palmtop computer. This version
is now available from D&A
Software Inc (www.dasoft.com) as
well as D&A's Dealers - please refer
to the Web page for a list of dealers.
WWW /LX Plus is a product that
consists of a graphical Web Browser
(HV), an email package (Post/LX),
and a Newsgroup program. The
program manages the message base
on screen, managing multiple email
addresses, multiple ISPs, and newsgroups. Folders can store messages
for later reading. Messages may be
filtered into these folders by using
sophisticated filtering specifications.
Extensive context-sensitive help
is available by simply pressing the
Help (FI) key. The program documentation file is available with the
product. Read the extensive feature
list of the product in our Web page
at www.dasoft.com.
WWW /LX Plus is now available
in Demo mode, so you may try it
before you purchase. The product
files are available on our Web page.
It is the full product, except that it
limits transmissions to 16K. This
limitation is removed when you
register the product and pay for the
license. A new license is $89.00;
upgraders from previous versions
of WWW /LX may purchase an
upgrade from D&A Software Inc.
for $30.00. Details on the Web page.
The new Post/LX program has a
built-in facility to register the user,
and send payment information confidentially (and SAFELY!) to D&A
Software, Inc. for prompt processing. (Purchasers of WWW /LX Plus
after January I, 1998 will receive the
upgrade free of charge, with proof
of purchase date.) Using the built-in
registration is the EASIEST and
FASTEST way to purchase a license
or an Upgrade! More details on the
Web page.
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Shareware/Freeware
mentioned in this article
HOM.ZIP • - v. 2.2, by Harry Konstas. A
DOS menu program that a llows you to
manage up to 200 DOS applications on your
LX. Freeware. Available on The HP Palmtop
Paper's 1998 CD 1l1fobase, and also on the
Web: www:palmtop.net/ super.html
IGO.ZIP • - A game that is similar to the
classic Japanese game of GO. Freeware.
Available on The HP Palmtop Paper's 1998
CD 1l1fobase . Also on the Web a t
www.thaddeus.com
Transfile WIN 200 Quickly and easily
backup your HP 200LX. Hewlett-Packard
\ is offering this easy to use and fast backup
and file transfer utility free of charge to all
HP 200LX users. Freeware. Available on
the Web at: www.hp.com:80/ handheld /
getting_help / software / palmtops/200.html

Commercial products
mentioned in this article
Software Carousel Price: $79.95; with
"Super SC" $139.95 (Super SC CD is $60 if
bought or installed by us separately for
those who already own SC.)
CONTACT: Thaddeus Computing, 110
North Court St., Fairfield, IA 52556, USA;
Phone: 515-472-6330; or 800-373-6114; Fax:
515-472-1879; E-mail: orders@thaddeus.com;
Web: www.thaddeus.com
The Custom Version of the Trans Digital
Parallel Port Card Price: $179;
CONTACT: Thaddeus Computing, 110
North Court St., Fairfield, IA 52556, USA;
Phone: 515-472-6330; or 800-373-6114; Fax:
51 5-472-1879; E-mail: orders@thaddeus.
com; Web: www.thaddeus.com
CONTACT: A One-Stop Palmtop Shop,
170 South Jackson St., Janesville, WI 53545,
USA; Phone: 608-752-1537 or 800-709-9494;
Fax: 608-752-9548.
EUROPEAN CONTACT: Rundel Datentechnik, Rappenstr. 20, 73033 Goeppingen,
Germany; Phone: +49-7161-14707; Fax: +497161-24473; E-Mail: info@rundel-d.com;Web:
www.rundeld.com
Trans Digital Corporation, 3517 Marconi
Ave., Suite 203, Sacramento, CA 95821;
Phone: 916-482-5599; Fax:916-482-5598; Email: 110033.3152@compuserve.com
The Many Faces of Go Price: v. 8 ('24.95; +
'3.50 S&H) Windows 95 version '89.95;
CONT ACT: ISH I Press, 851 Hamilton
Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025; Phone: (650)
323-6996; Orders: 800-859-2086.
WWWJLX Plus Price: '89.00 (Upgrades '30.00).
Contact: D&A Software, Inc. 22817 Ventura
Blvd. #320, Woodland Hills, CA 91364-1202,
USA; Phone/Fax: 310 558 1135; Email:
info@dasoft.com: Web: www.dasoft.com
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Using the HP 200LX to
analyze Nasdaq stocks
StockChart is a system of programs that download, graph, and
analyze six or twelve month data for any Nasdaq stock
By Gary Leive

I

have been using HP palmtops
since the HP 95LX was released.
I prefer that my HP 200LX be
my main machine since it is always
with me. Until recently, I had to
use my desktop machine to view
graphs of stocks I follow. I wished
that I could capture, display, and
analyze the data on the HP 200LX.
I quit wishing and developed a system of programs that, in conjunction with D&A Software, Inc .'s
WWW / LX and GET .• , make this
possible. StockChart • is comprised
of several programs that work with
WWW /LX and GET to capture
information from the Internet, display it, and manipulate it in Lotus
1-2-3. The entire process can be
done on the HP 200LX. You can,
capture the data another way: using
a PC connected to the Internet,
manually download the data files to
the PC, transfer the files to the HP
200LX, and process the data on the
HP. WWW /LX is not required to
use StockChart, but it does make
the system totally self-contained
and almost automatic.

The StockChart Main Program
The main program of StockChart is a
relatively large Lotus 1-2-3 macro
program. Support programs include

a converter for stock data and several
batch files to support data retrieval.
Before running StockChart, you
should close all open applications.
StockChart takes a lot of memory.
This restriction may not apply to you
if you are running on a machine

load). When it is ready, StockChart
will beep twice and display a graph
of the currently loaded data. The
first time you run StockChart, the
current data will be for Microsoft
(MSFT). The graph shown will have
closing prices and daily volumes

U

ntil recently, I had to use my desktop machine to view
graphs of stocks I follow. I wished that I could capture, display, and analyze the data on the HP 200LX. r quit wishing and
developed a system of programs that ... make this possible.

without BUDDY . and the several
other TSRs I keep on my machine.
Run StockChart by starting Lotus 12-3, then use MENU, File, Retrieve to
select StockChart. It takes about a
minute to load (the WAIT indicator
is displayed by Lotus during the

plotted for a six month range of
dates. There is also a linear regression line of the price information
superimposed on the data graph.
(See Figure 1.) Press any key to
return to the main StockChart menu.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Gary Leive holds a Ph.D. in electrical engineering from
Carnegie Mellon University. He is a consultant to the electronics and software industries. He has held positions of Vice
President of Engineering at several companies including Xilinx,
Inc., Gateway Design Automation (now part of Cadence) and
OrCAD, Inc. He has recently moved to Sarasota, Florida and is
pursuing his interest in developing software for teclmical analysis of the stock market. He can be reached at: gary@leive.com
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The Analyze Menu Operations

Figure 1: StockChart initial display - Price, Volume, and Price Linear Regression
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Figure 2: StockChart Main Menu

The Analyze menu item opens
another menu which presents several options for analysis of the stock
data. (See Figure 3.)
Extend displays a linear regression line calculated from the last 30
days of price data and plotted for 30
days into the future (Figure 4.). If,
for the next month, the stock price
kept behaving as it had for the last
month, the ending price would be
the number shown at the far right
bf the graph.
DeltaLR displays a graph
(Figure 5) of the difference between
the actual price on a given date and
the linear regression line computed
from all of the data. This process
plots the linear regression line as
"0" on the graph and the actual
closing prices as a value above or
below the regression line. I use this
graph to quickly show whether a

Shareware/Freeware
mentioned in this article
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Figure 3: Analyze menu

I'1SFT

:J .... ~8 ... ~D

BUDDY . - Utility that has a multitude of features including: smart capitalization, intelligent app-based
macro file handling, blue key remapping, day / night world time display,
flashing alarms , and many, many
more. Freeware. Available on The HP
Palmtop Paper's 1998 CD InfoBase, and
also on the Web at: www.palmtop.
net/ super.html

COMftOn S'tClol,

STKCHART.ZIP • v. 1.0.0. StockChart is
a system of programs that capture,
display, and perform technical analysis on Nasdaq stocks. Copyrighted
shareware. Available on this issue's
Palmtop Paper ON DISK, and also on
the Web at: www.palmtop .net /
super.html and also at Gary Leive's
FTP site (ftp:/ /www.leive.com).
Figure 4: Graph of Extended Price Data

Menu Operations
The main menu gives you choices
to display other graphs, perform
analysis on the data, set a series of
options, or load data for a different
stock. (See Figure 2.)

The price, volume, and combined price and volume (Both)
graphs can be displayed by highlighting the menu item and pressing [ENTER] or typing the P, V, or
B keys.
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GET.ZIP • - Application that allows
you to download Web pages on the
palmtop. Shareware. Available on The
HP Palmtop's 1998 CD InfoBase, and
also on the Web at: www.dasoft.
com / index.html; or contact: D&A
Software, Inc. ; 22817 Ventura
Boulevard #320; Woodland Hills,
California, 91364-1202; Phone & Fax:
818 341-1188;E-mail: info@dasoft.com

HS FT

the Price graph. The user regression
can be extended forward or backward or both forward and backward,
depending on choices made in the
Options menu. Figure 7 shows the
user regression extended forward to
the end of the data.
Zoom presents a menu which
allows you to zoom in on a smaller
range of data than the full six or
twelve months. When StockChart
loads a stock's data, Zoom is set to
show the last 90 days of data. That
chart is immediately available by
selecting View in the Zoom menu.
Create allows you to specify a range
of dates to zoom in on and display.
You can go back to the last zoomed
graph at any time by selecting
Zoom View. The zoomed charts
will include any user regression
lines which are in the zoom range.
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Figure 5: DeitaLR Graph
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Getting The Data
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To capture the stock data, I use
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Figure 7: User regression for the dates 01 /01/98 to 02/20/98

stock's price is getting ahead of or
behind the expected price based on
the entire range of data (typically
six months or a year).
Smooth moves you to a menu td
display moving averages. The
Movins.-Ave menu item will calculate and display a moving average.
The Days=10 menu item is used to
both set up and document the period over which the moving average
is calculated. StockChart limits the
period of the moving average to a
"sensible" range. Basically, it allows
a moving average over as small a
range as two days, and as large as
one fourth of the data range (45
days for a six month data range). I

typically use a 10 day moving average (see Figure 6) which smoothes
out the daily ripples in the stocks I
follow, but still shows weekly
movements quite clearly.
Find presents a menu that
allows you to look at the raw data.
Regress presents a menu that
allows you to create and display a
regression line over a range of dates
that you specify. This function is
very useful if the stock has made an
abrupt change in direction that isn't
yet long enough to weight the overall data regression.
Figure 7 shows a user regression
over the dates 01/01/98 to 02/20/98.
This regression is superimposed on

PC Card with Parallel Port and Instant File Transfer
Trans PC Card adds the Parallel Port making your Palmtop
100% real PC, so now you can connect parallel devices like
100 MB Zip, etc. and fast print to standard parallel printers.
Programs for Instant (no installation or setup) transfer synchronization and management of files between PCs are
on the Card flash to save system memory. The Card (Type I,
with very low power draw) upon insertion becomes drive A:.
Programs on Card run under DOS 5.0 and Windows using
familiar XCOPY syntax or point and shoot interface. Included
cable (used also for connection to peripherals) allows for
transfer between the Card in Palmtop and PC standard
parallel port at 30 KB/sec - 60X faster than Puma's
IntelliSync.

Trans PC Card with Trans Flex Cable, Manual,
Quick Reference and backup disk is $179.00
For more information and dealer nearest you please call:

Trans Digital Corporation
3517 Marconi Ave, Suite 203
Sacramento, CA 95821
Tel: (916) 482-5599' Fax: (916) 482-5598
Email: 110033.3152@CompuServe.com
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D&A Software, Inc.'s WWW / LX
and GET software. WWW /LX provides a PPP connection from my
HP 200LX to my ISP. GET is a
clever freeware program from D&A
Software, Inc. which will find and
download information on the Web
without using a Web browser. This
capability means that a list of Web
site data files can be downloaded
automatically.
The data we need is provided by
Nasdaq (http://www.nasdaq.com).
When you specify a stock symbol
on the Nasdaq site, you get information on the latest trade and an
option to show a graph of the closing prices. If you select, for example, the six month graph, you also
have the option to look at the data
(date, price, volume) from which
the graph is plotted. This data is
what is downloaded by GET.
The downloaded data is in html
format. The StockChart system

includes a program called
CHART.EXE which strips off the
html formatting . Chart also computes information derived from the
price and volume data. The overall
data regression is computed, the
average volume is computed, minimum, maximum, and closing prices
are found and set up so that the
StockChart program can quickly
load and display these items without the long execution time of the
Lotus macros. The 90-day zoomed
data is isolated, and the minimum,
maximum, and closing prices in
that range are found and formatted.
I have set up StockChart using a
system macro that runs at 5 AM
EST every morning after a market
close (Tuesday through Saturday)
to retrieve and preprocess information on about fifteen Nasdaq stocks
I follow. When I get up in the morning, I can look at the latest charts
on those stocks while I am having

Commercial products
mentioned in this article
WWW/LX PLUS - WWW browsing, email, and newsgroups access from
the palmtop, with a graphical User
Interface and a full TCP lIP engine.
Price: $89.00
CONTACT: D&A Software, Inc.;
22817 Ventura Boulevard #320;
Woodland Hills, California, 913641202; Phone & Fax: 818341-1188; Email: info@dasoft.com Web:
www.dasoft.com/index.html

my morning coffee.
Note: StockChart does not contain WWW /LX or GET . It does
includes all other programs and
documentation to get up and running with StockChart.

Kingmax Technology, Inc.
The world leader in PCMCIA, Memory, and Network Solutions. ™

Kingmax Technology, Inc.
3-8 Goodyear, Irvine, CA 92618
(714)454-98881 (714)454-9499(fax)
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www.kingmax.com
sales@ kingmax.com
8:00AM-5:00PM (PST)
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USER PROFILE

Family Practice Physician Has
Myriad Uses For His 200LX
This MD uses his palmtop for many different things, including e-mail,
appointments, spreadsheets, databases, macros, Solver equations,
PhoneBook entries, and games.
By Dr. Steve Carder

I

n medical school, I carried a
small notebook of "pearls."
These were collected bits of
information summarized for easy
reference. I also carried several
pocket-size reference books with
information about various diseases
and medications. I kept track of my
schedule with a Casio pocket organizer. All of this, plus equipment
like my stethoscope and penlight,
made my lab coat very heavy. After
graduation, I started my residency
training in Family Practice. I also
started looking for a better way to
organize my information. When a
friend purchased a 95LX, I quickly
saw that it would be an excellent
way to combine all of my needs int~
one machine.
I started with a 1 MB 95LX five
years ago and have upgraded several times. Last fall I purchased my
most recent palmtop, a double
speed 8 MB "like-new" 200LX from
Thaddeus computing.
I would like to say my day starts
with my palmtop waking me up,
but my 5-year-old son takes care of
that job each morning. As I am getting ready, my 200LX connects to
CompuServe using acCIS 4.0 via my
14.4 PCMCIA modem. This program

automatically gets my
e-mail, as well as new
message subject headings from the forums
I frequent. I then take
a moment before
breakfast to select the
message subjects I
want to read. acCIS
then reconnects and
retrieves those messages while I eat. Whenever I have a
few moments free during the day, I
can read e-mail and forum messages
and type my replies . All of my
replies are sent when acCIS connects
the next morning. I have found this
to be a wonderful way to pass time
while waiting in line, on hold, etc.
At the office, I have the
ApptBook set to beep at 8:45 am if I
have anything special I need to do

that day. This is right before I normally start to see patients, so I am
usually at my desk doing paperwork. I often forget to look at my
schedule at the beginning of the
day, so a beep reminds me to look
at what I have planned. I don't keep
regular patient appointments in my
palmtop, since I am not the one
who schedules them. I do use my
200LX to keep track of meetings

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Steve Carder MD is a Family Practice physician. He has practiced for the last 2 1/2 years at the Liberty Clinic in Liberty,
Missouri (near Kansas City, Missouri). He began working with
computers in high school, starting with an Apple lIe computer.
The HP 95LX was his first exposure to IBM compatibles. He now
has a Pentium desktop as backup computer to his 200LX. Steve
is married and has two children, a son (five) and a daughter
(almost two). His e-mail addressisS_Carder@compuserve.com
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and any special patient appointments that require some preparation on my part (like minor surgeries). I also track which nights my
wife will be working, so I know
w hen I will have to be home to
watch our children.
Once I start seeing patients, I
load a Lotus spreadsheet that stores
and calculates medication doses. It
acts as a database that allows me to
"pull out" the information on the
drug I want. Then I can enter the
patient's weight and 1-2-3 will calculate the appropriate dose. I use
Lotus macros to automate this
process. I designed this spreadsheet
a few years ago on my 100LX. I
have added new medications regularly since then. Lotus will let you
create a database of information
with each record stored in one row
and each field in a column. This
spreadsheet looks something like:

Lab !~.....!!~~L .... ~!~~ ..... !!~'~ ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ .

Screen 1.

Screen 2.
I
•
.:
Dat.a It.el'l (3/3)
Ngt.es i~!.~t'sp!.'i;,-ect.ion 2 -8
iwant.s t.o breast. feed

.:

Namel I pill size I dose I Notes

Name2 I pill size I dose I Notes
I use the database query function to
pull out the record that contains the
drug name I enter. For example, I
can enter the drug name "amoxicillin" and it would pull out the
record of information for amoxicillin.
Once I have the information
"pulled out," I type the patient's
weight into a specific location and
the spreadsheet will calculate the
correct dose for that weight and
specified drug. This spreadsheet is
available to download as part of a
collection of palmtop medical information I have created. The file is
MEOSTUFF.EXE • .
Even if you don't need to calculate drug doses, it may stimulate
some ideas for your own spreadsheets. Part of my practice includes
caring for pregnant women and
delivering their babies. Whenever I
see one of my pregnant patients in
the office, I open my database
(CTRL)+) PHONE) that tracks

Screen 3.

them. I used the built-in database
program to design a custom database with the information I need to
track. The database fills three pages
(see Screens 1,2, and 3), so I have to
press PG ON (Fn)+(OownArrow) to
see all of it.
I check for any ongoing problems that I need to address during
the current visit. At the end of the
visit, I update her entry with any
new information. I often get calls
about one of my pregnant patients
at odd hours. When this happens, I
can pull out my 200LX and have
up-to-date information at my fingertips. After delivery, I use the
database's Extract feature to copy
that woman's entry to a temporary
database. Then I merge the entry
from the temporary database into a
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separate database so it is still available, but doesn't "clutter up" my
current information. I use a System
Macro to automate this . It looks
like:
{Appt}{F9}{FS}{F4}{Right}{Right}{F4
} I 19{F3}{Enter}{Alt+O}{
Oate}+{FI0}{Menu}q
{More} {Menu} AL{More}n
The macro should be one long line
with no spaces. The temporary
database is named TEMP.GOB.
Since it is the only database that
begins with the letter "T", the
macro can select it by TABing to the
list of files and typing "t". System
Macros are excellent for automating
tasks you do frequently with any of
the built-in programs. It is easy to
"record" your keystrokes as you do

the task once, then "play back" the
same keystrokes whenever you
need to do it again.
I also use the Solver function of
CALC to keep formulas I use regularly. I only have to enter the formula once. Then, whenever I need
to use it, I just open Calc and input
the variables I have. Solver will calculate the remaining variable for
me. Some of my equations use the
data calculation functions. For
example, the equation below (see,
also, Screen 4) calculates how many
weeks into her pregnancy a woman
is given her due date:
COATE=: DATE(EDC,(O-(40Weeks)*7»
The variables are EDC (pregnancy due date) and Weeks (the number of weeks along in the pregnancy). The CD A TE function tells
Solver to insert the current date
(from the system clock). The
DATE(X,Y) function finds the date
that is Y days before or after X,
where X is a date.
I use the Phone Book to keep
both personal addresses as well as
pharmacy phone numbers. I make a
point of entering any phone number I have to look up into the palmtop so I won't have to go search for
it again later. I keep private information in a separate NoteTaker file
with a password. This had seemed
secure enough to keep my credit
card numbers, etc., safe. Recently,
however, . a program called
HPCrack . has appeared that cap
extract the password from
Phone Book,
Database,
and
NoteTaker files. I have moved my
sensitive information to Lotus 1-2-3,
since its password feature is completely different (and can't be
cracked by the HPCrack program).
Once I return home in the
evening, I can use my palmtop for
fun. My favorite game is a DOS version of the 4,000-year-old oriental
strategy game Go. It is played on a
board with a grid of 19 lines each
way. Players take turns placing
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Screen 4.

Using My 32 MB Upgraded HP 200LX
I just got a 32 MB upgrade
for my 200LX. I had been using an
8 MB palmtop with a 30 MB
(uncompressed) flashcard. For
me, the 32 MB upgrade has three
big advantages: faster data access,
longer battery life, and freeing up
my PCMCIA slot.
The 32 MB upgrade adds a separate, 32 MB internal drive, in
addition to the 2 MB of memory
my palmtop came with. This 32
MB drive is MUCH faster than the
flashcard I was using. I have
added a data compression program called Jam . to part of the
new internal drive, and it is still
faster than the uncompressed
flashcard. Thus, I can keep more
stuff on the compressed 32 MB
internal drive then I could on the
total of 40 MB I had before, and
still access it faster.
The internal 32 MB drive consists of low power memory chips,
so my battery life has been at least
doubled over myoid system. The
chips do require power constantly
pieces on the board and try to surround the most territory. I have an
older version of the commercial
program (from ISHI Press), so I
don't know if the current version
will still run on the palmtop.
My current "after hours" project
involves converting a medical reference book called "The 5 Minute
Clinical Consultant" to HTML for-

to hold the data (unlike a flashcard), so if I let the batteries in my
palmtop wear out completely, I
would loose the entire 32 MB of
data. I use NiMH batteries from
Shier Systems and charge them in
my palmtop, so I don't let them
ever get very low before charging
them. I also do frequent backups.
Finally, my PCMCIA slot is
now free to use other types of
cards. I keep acCIS and SSFaxer •
on the internal drive and have
plenty of room to run them with
my PCMCIA modem. I also have
a PCMCIA ROM card with some
games on it that I can keep in the
slot most of the time now.
For me, the 32 MB internal
upgrade is a better choice than
either a combination Flash/Modem card or separate Flash and
Modem cards.
(Both Jam, and SSFaxer are
available in the HPHand libraries,
I believe, and acCIS is already covered in the main article).

mat. (5MCCDEMO.ZIP • is a limited demo of the reference book.)
HTML is the language of Web
pages. It allows links that let you
jump from one place to another.
Also, any computer that can run a
Web browser can read HTML files.
For 200LXs, there is HV.EXE . , a
freeware HTML reader that is part
of a commercial palmtop Web
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browser WWW /LX.
The reference book contains
short reviews of several hundred
medical conditions. Each review is
two pages long and is arranged in a
standard format. The CD ROM version o} the book let me save each
review as a Rich Text Format file
(*.RTF). I converted the Rich Text
Format to a basic HTML file. I then
scanned the index of the book, since
the CD had no provision for saving
the index as a file. Finally, I used
System Macros to automate "fixing
up" each of the over 600 basic
HTMLfiles.
I have the first macro do part of
the process, then link to the next
one (a System Macro can run another System Macro. This is called linking. To link, or "chain" a macro,
press the F7 (Chain) key when editing the Contents field of a macro.)
Each of the ten Macros links to the
next in series, then the last one links
back to the first. This way, the series
repeats as an endless loop. I just
wait until it does the last file, then
hit (CTRL)+(Break). I plan to offer
the HTML files for sale to anyone
who already has a copy of the book.
The whole collection is about 6 MB .
Each evening, I have an appointment that runs a System Macro. To
do this, put two vertical bars
(Shift)+(Backslash) then the number
of the macro in the description field
of the appointment. So, if "I 19" is
on the description field of an
appointment, the macro normally
accessed by pressing (Fn)+(F9)
would be run when the appointment goes off. This macro copies
the appointment to the next night,
then opens (&) (MORE) and runs a
batch file called NIGHT.BAT.
This ba tch file runs two programs. The first program, called
RAR . (a data compression program similar to PKZIP) compresses
and backs up my internal C: drive
to my Flashcard. The second program (BCC.EXE '. ) charges my
NiMH batteries if they need it. I
also backup both the internal C:

Shareware/Free~are mentioned in t~s article
5MCCDEMO.ZIP . - v. 1.0. This is a limited demo, by Steven A. Carder, MD,
of the HTML version of the "1997
Griffith's 5 Minute Clinical Consultant," a medical reference book.
Copyrighted freeware . Available on
this issue's Palmtop Paper ON DISK,
and also on the Web at: www.palm
top.net/ super.html
BCC.ZIP • - A battery charging manager utility. Freeware. Available on The
HP Palmtop Paper's 1998 CD InfoBase.
HPCRACK.ZIP • Utility that finds passwords for protected file s on the
100/200LX. Available on The HP
Palmtop Paper ON DISK for
January /February 1998, and also on
the Web at: www.palmtop.net /
super.html
HV.ZIP . v. 2.0e. Freeware Web browser software (HTML Viewer). Lets you
view Web documents downloaded and
transferred to the palmtop. Freeware.
Available on this issue's Palmtop Paper
ON DISK, and also on the Web at:
www.dasoft.com
JAM.EXE • - v. 1.25. JAM is a real-time
data compression utility that works
well on the HP 100/200LX and is a
good alternative to running Stacker.
Free for non-commercial use, Shareware for any other use. Available on
The HP Palmtop Paper's 1998 CD
InfoBase.

MEDSTUFF.ZIP . v. 1.0. This is a collection of HP palmtop medical files created by Steve Carder, MD, a Family
Practice physician. Contains spreadsheets, an equation file for CALC, a
notebook file, and several DOC files .
Freeware. Available on this issue's
Palmtop Paper ON DISK, and also on
the Web at : www .palmtop .net /
super.html
RAR.ZIP . - v. 2.00. A DOS data comI
pression archive utility. Shareware.
Available on this issue's Palmtop Paper
ON DISK, and also on CompuServe's
HPHAND, Library 11. Also available
from Intuitive Vision Software, Attn:
RARP .O ., Box 257773, Chi cago, IL
60625-7773; www.ivsoft.com; E-mail
sales@ivsoft.com
SSFAXER.ZIP • - v. 7.01. Fax software
for the HP 100/200LX. Send, receive,
view and print FAXes . Freeware.
Available on this issue's Palmtop Paper
ON DISK, and also on CompuServe's
HPHAND, Library 9; or from Simple
Simon Software; Phone: (817) 283-6691;
Fax: (817) 283-5871 ; Web: www .sim
plesimon.com; e-mail:salessimplesimon.com
ZIP.COM . - v. 2.2. A fast file transfer
utility that runs on PCs and the palmtop . Freeware. Available on Th e HP
Palmtop Paper's 1998 CD InfoBase.

Conmiercial products mentioned in this article
acCIS4.0 A CompuServe automation
program that supports CIS's "new
mail," forums, weather, stock quotes,
and more. Price: $89.00 CONTACT:
Shier Systems & Software, Inc. 920
Hampshire Rd., Westlake Village, CA
91361; Phone: 805-371-9391; 888-3719391; Fax: 805-371-9454; E-mail:
info@shier.com; Web: www.shier.com

The Many Faces of Go - The DOS version of the oriental strategy game of
Go . Price: version 8 ($24.95 + 53.50
S&H); Windows 95 version 589.95;
CONTACT: ISHI Press, 851 Hamilton
Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025; Phone:
(650) 323-6996; Orders: 800-859-2086.

drive and the Flashcard to my desktop using a different batch file and
ZIP.COM • .
I have had "accidents" causing
data loss of both the C: drive and
the Flashcard in the past, so I can

personally vouch for the importance of regular backups.
The HP 200LX has allowed me
to compile all of the information I
use to carry around in my lab coat
into one easy-to-use machine.
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Through The Looking Glass:
Hypertext
what is it?
Ed discusses some of the many uses for HV, the Hypertext Viewer
program on the HP lOO/200LX
by Ed Keefe

"H

ypertext" is one of the
buzzwords of the
Internet Revolution. The
word appears as part of the
acronym for "HyperText Markup
Language" (HTML) . Hypertext is
easy to spot. It's an integral part of
almost every document on the
World Wide Web. Most often
hypertext shows up as blue letters
in contrast to the more frequently
used black letters. When you move
your cursor to a group of blue letters and click the mouse, a new
screen full of related information
appears. To help novices get used
to the idea of hypertext, I've found
it useful to relate it to something
they already know.
Most people are familiar with
the notion of a "cross-reference" or
a footnote marker in a printed do~
ument. They know that a superscript number means that they
should look at the bottom of the
page or flip to the end of the chapter to read a footnote or endnote.
They're aware that the phase "(see
page 237)" means that they have to
hold their place in the book, turn to
page 237, read what's there and flip
back to where they left off.
If you automate a cross-reference with some programming wizardry, you get "hypertext" . With

this electronic version of a cross-reference, you don't have to flip to a
new page: the computer does that
for you. You don't even have to
hold on to your original location
since the computer will remember
that for you as well.

Early examples of hypertext
Hypertext is not something new.
I first encountered it in 1970. Early
Computer Assisted Instruction
(CAl) languages such as "Pilot" and
"Plato" used highlighted text, along
with a light pen, to make computer
based learning something more
than mere electronic page turning.
I'd almost forgotten about
hypertext until I ran across it on the
PC in the mid 1980s. The PC versions of hypertext no longer used a
light pen. Instead, they used cursor
keys or a "new-fangled" mouse to
point at highlighted text to skip to
another part of a document. I must
have been intrigued with this technology. A search of my 5.25-inch

disks turned up eight programs
that could purportedly create
hypertext documents.
Only one of these program was
worth a second glance: Tutorial
Writer, from Intelligent Educational
Software (IES). I used this program to
create several hypertext tutorials for
beginning programming students.
However, like a lot of good software, Tutorial Writer faded into history when the computer labs at the
college where I teach migrated from
MS-DOS to Windows. Amazingly,
both Tutorial Writer and my tutorials work on the HP 200LX.
For those who are looking for a
good MS-DOS based computerbased-training program, I've included a copy of Tutorial Writer
(TW3.ZIP . ) along with a tutorial
called Landmarks of Computer
Languages on the current HP Palmtop
Paper ON DISK. Tutorial Writer takes
up about 500K bytes of disk space.
When you have it installed, execute
TWRITER.EXE and work your way

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

A long time contributor to Hewlett-Packard Handheld support publications, Ed Keefe is an author, editor, programmer, computer science instructor, and part-time consultant
in the computer industry. He is also the editor of the book
PC In Your Pocket: Information When You Need It. Ed can be
reached at 75300.3667@compuserve.com
THEHPPALMTOPPAPER MAY / JUNE 1998 21

REVIEW: Through The Looking Glass: Hypertext - What Is It?

through the demo.
Be aware that the "voice-overs"
will shut off your serial port, which
is important if you're using the
REMKEY program to run the demo.
Try running my tutorial on a computer with a color screen. It runs on
the 200LX, but you'll wear out the
[ONH/] buttons trying to compensate for the colored screens.
To run the tutorial, type LMRK
to unpack the archive in a selected
directory, and then use the TA.BAT
file to run the tutorial. The section
on the landmarks of computing history will show you several examples
of early hypertext. The second section of the tutorial may prove interesting to computer programmers.

Enter HTML and the
World Wide Web
The World Wide Web (WWW),
developed by Tim Berners-Lee and
released by CERN in 1991, made
hypertext one of its most important
features. Now you could click on an
"automated cross-reference" and be
transported to the relevant part of a
document in an electronic library
half-way around the world.
The downside to HTML was
that it was mostly a "windows" or
"X-windows" application, and it
required a reader that could interpret sound and pictures in a graphical environment. MS-DOS was not
deemed a suitable medium for most
browsers.
Windows browsers and the
recent browser wars
The CERN browser was the first
such graphical program that would
let Internet users view, and create,
hypertext documents. This was
soon followed by Spry's Mosaic
browser and viewer. If I'm not mistaken, Mosaic was part of the
CompuServe, windows-based
WWW browser, up to version 2.5.
The browser that captured the
largest market share, however, was
Navigator, from Netscape. It was
the first browser / viewer to take

HTML to the next level. In the
process, standardization committees stepped in to insure that
browsers would all use the same
features and not add new ones. But,
before the standardization process
could really get underway,
Microsoft started giving away its
Internet Explorer program.
Microsoft then insisted that
resellers had to start bundling its
program as part of all Windows95
and WinNT 4.0 installations. This
practice, which amounted to the
illegal "dumping" of products on a
market, brought the U. S. Justice
Department and a bevy of lawyers
into the fray, and the "browser
wars" began.
It's become something of a moot
issue recently, since Netscape no
longer charges for its latest version
of its browser. Netscape Communicator is free for the taking.

MS-DOS based browsers

KNOTS browser
One of the early attempts to create an MS-DOS program that
would let you view hypertext documents on a PC was the KNOTS
Browser. The program would let
you read WWW documents offline. However, it did not have the
ability to show pictures or access
documents, unless they resided on
your hard disk.
For those who are interested,
I've included a copy of
KNOTl _3C.ZIP • on The HP
Palmtop Paper ON DISK. The program appears to have been written
with a less than optimum graphics
library, and it suffers from several
limitations, such as HTML pages
not exceeding 1,800 lines, with no
more than 400 URL links per page,
hypertext links not being longer
than 100 character, etc.
KNOTS works on the LX palmtop, but apparently the product has
been withdrawn from circulation.
Its Web site, www.soton.ac.uk/
-ng194/knots, is no longer valid.
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Don't expect too much · from
KNOTS. It's so slow that it will be a
mere novelty compared to
Hypertext Viewer.

HV, by Andreas Garzotto
Hypertext Viewer (HV.EXE • )
is the only HTML reader that is
designed exclusively for the HP
100/200LX. Andreas Garzotto, the
creator of the program, intended
HV to be used in conjunction with
WWW /LX, a World Wide Web
browser, which was also designed
exclusively for the HP 100/200 LX
palmtops. WWW /LX is a commercial product from D&A Software,
whereas HV is free, for personal
use.

Configuration and setup of HV
I have found through trial and
error that the preferred way to configure HV for use on the HP 200LX
is to put all the HV files in a separate
directory (\HV) on the A: drive. The
files take up about 200K bytes.
To suit my own tastes, I've set the
HV.CFG file to have its Root=A: \HV,
Editor=A: \ WRD\PE.EXE,
Retain=Yes (to keep a history of previously opened documents),
HistorySize=10,
History=C: \ _ DA T\HV.ENV,
CacheDir=A:\HV,
NumCache=25, Links =NO,
Download=C: \, Filter=*.HTM.
For my fonts, I've chosen
FontDir=A:\HV, with Normal=
medium, Bold=large, Italic=luhs
13i.hfn, H1=Large, H2=luhs13bi.hfn,
H3=luhs13b.hfn, H4=luhs13i.hfn,
Fixed=smxn0913.hfn. These Header
and other fonts seem to make hypertext documents most easily read on
the HP 200LX. The Large and
Medium fonts use the built in fonts.
However, since I've installed Jinifonts
in place of the built in fonts, most of
the text appears as sans-serif.
For external viewers, I've chosen
GIF=A:\HV\LXPIC.COM %s and,
as an experiment, I've also set
EXE= %s and COM= %s. These last
two "external viewers" let me run

small DOS programs by pointing at a
hypertext link and pressing ENTER.
Since I am not using WWW /LX on
my palmtop, I've left the other configuration settings in HV.CFG as
comments by placing a semicolon
before the configuration line.
RunningHV
With the HV.CFG configuration
file saved in A: \HV, I can run
HV.EXE, either from DOS or from
within System Manager. Since I
open only HTML documents stored
on my palmtop, I've gotten used to
pressing MENU (File)(Open Local
File ... ) (the shortcut is (Ctrl)+(O) )
and picking a file from a "pick list."
Pressing the PageDown keys
will let me scroll through the document. Pressing the cursor movement keys moves me from one hotlink to the next. Sometimes HV will
attempt to display a GIF or JPG
graphics file if one is found in the
same directory as the document. If I
accidentally press ENTER on a hotlink to an external reference, HV
tells me that the site is not found.
I can press ENTER again and
HV will display the full Uniform
Resource Locator (URL) for the site.
This is a handy feature. It lets me
carry the BOOKMARK.HTM file
from my desktop Netscape browser
to the palmtop. I can then type
these WWW addresses into my
computer at work.
HV uses either the ESC or
Backspace keys to let me move back
to the previous hot-link, whether it',s
in the same or another document.
One of the first things I noticed
when I started running HV was that
it took a long time to "index" a large
HTML document when it was first
loaded. HV also created a .PAG and
.LAB file for each file loaded. This is
something that Navigator and MS
Internet Explorer have to do, as well,
when they load an HTML document.
However, they create their
cross-reference list in memory and
throw it away when the document
is no longer being referenced. HV,

on the other hand, puts the indexes
on disk, since there's not enough
room in memory to hold a large
document and its index. A beneficial side effect to this approach is
that the index is already created the
next time you load the document,
and you don't have to go through
any indexing process.
OK, so what's it good for?

Most of the uses that I've found
for HV are peculiar to my career as a
computer science instructor. My field
of study is overflowing with new
material on a daily basis. Some of it
is transitory, such as announcements
of new products and new technology, but some of it is also semi-permanent, such as technical references,
glossaries, books, and articles.
I also create a lot of documents
for classroom use, either as handouts or Web pages on the local
Intranet. I test the Web pages in
HV. If they're readable in HV, I can
be certain that they will be readable
on all the computers in our labs,
whether they're running Netscape
Navigator 2.0 or Internet Explorer
4.0. For example, for a unit in
Project Management, I've created a
rather lengthy HTML document
that contains a glossary of terms, as
well as screen shots of many different Project Management programs.
What else is HV good for:
let me count the ways
Presentations: I've found that HV
can serve admirably well as a substitute for "lecture notes." In HV, I can
press the [F3] [Edit] key to activate
PalEdit (PE.EXE • ) and change the
size of fonts or create links to other
parts of a document. It's great not to
have to shuffle papers and look for
references. I can use a combination
of the HV search engine, along with
hot-links to find information I'd forgotten I had.
Documents Captured from the
Web: One of my favorite Web sites
is the Virtual Computer Museum
(www.comlab.ox.ac.uk/archive/ot

her / museums / com pu ting / pioneers.html ). It's a treasure trove of
information about the people and
the machines that have been part of
computing history: everything from
"abacus"
to
"Cray
Supercomputers," and everyone
from John V. Atanasoff to Conrad
Zuse . Many of these documents
have been given a place of honor on
my palmtop.
Syllabi: I have several dozen
syllabi for C++ and other computer
language courses from various colleges and universities around the
world. So far they have not inspired
me to convert my own syllabus
from NoteTaker to HTML. (That's a
low priority item on my ToDo list.)
Course outlines: Slightly different from syllabi are course outlines
that include classroom assignments
and reading lists. I would venture a
guess that other disciplines are
beginning to get the hang of using
the WWW as a resource for their
disciples. The inHOME Professor
Corporation, for which I do consulting, also has a complete set of
course outlines for everything from
MS Windows 3.1 to Advanced
Access for Windows 95.
Tutorials: Many computer language tutorials are currently being
written as HTML documents. They
tend to be lengthy and not very
complete: just enough to whet your
appetite for more. I've included one
such C++ tutorial created by a
group of high school students on
this issue's The HP Palmtop Paper
ON DISK.
References for computer languages, especially C and C++: I frequently use an HTML Glossary of
Terms on the palmtop. It's not very
technical, but the information is short
and to the point. I also have two very
large HTML references for both the
C and C++ language specifications.
Both of these are commercial, copyrighted documents that came with
printed versions. I prefer the electronic versions since I can keep them
in my pocket. They have proved
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Shareware/Freeware
mentioned in this article
HV.ZIP • v. 2.0e. Freeware Web
browser software (HTML Viewer).
Lets you view Web documents
downloaded and transferred to the
palmtop. Freeware. Available on
this issue's HP Palmtop Paper ON
DISK, and also on the Web at:
www.dasoft.com
PE.ZIP • - PalEdit is a multi-featured
text editor. Copyrighted freeware.
Available on The HP Palmtop Paper's
1998 CD InfoBase and also on the web:
www.palmtop.net/super.html and
www.dasoft.com
The Following eight files are
availalble on this issue's UP
Palmtop Paper ON DISK in the
HYPERTXT.ZIP file.

CPPTOU.ZIP • - A DOS, text-based
hypertext tutorial on C++.
Shareware.
HTML24.ZIP . - A Lotus 1-2-3 template and macros for developing Web
pages. Freeware.
KNOT1_3C.ZIP • - Knots, an early
DOS-based hypertext viewer.
Shareware.
LMRK.ZIP • - A text-based tutorial
on computer languages. Freeware.

on the World Wide Web. Myexperience has been with the courses
offered by Ziff Davis University
(ZDU). The ZDU course on HTML
using the HotDogPro HTML editor
is a good case in point. I was able to
carry the whole course along with
me on vacation on the palmtop and
keep up with the daily exercises
and reading. I saved everything on
the palmtop and uploaded it to the
Web site when I returned home.
Jesse Liberty, the author of
Teach Yourself C++ in 21 Days, also
offered a C++ course through ZDD.
The textbook was available in
HTML format, as well as a printed
version. I opted for the HTML version. It went with me on yet another vacation. The book came with all
the source code from the text.
Believe me, the course can be completed in 21 days, provided you
don't have to type in C++ code on
the palmtop.
Creating Your Own HTML
Documents: Other books, such as
IDG's C++ for Dummies: Quick
Reference, by Namir Shammas,
don't come in HTML format. To get
this small 250-page booklet into the
palmtop, I used an HP flat-bed
scanner, along with a program that

LRN_CPP .ZIP • - Programming tutorials. Freeware.
SOMEHTML.ZIP • - Several HTML
documents. Freeware.
TUTORIAL.ZIP • - An HTML tutorial
on C++. Freeware.

New! Link-A-Printer II
Smaller size & Attached cable
Link-A-Printer " is a serial to parallel converter
that allows direct printing from your OmniGo
100 to any parallel printer. It also works with the
HP 100/200LX.

TW31.ZIP • - Tutorial Writer, a 005based training program that works on
the 200LX. Shareware.

invaluable in the classroom to
answer questions posed by students.
Online quizzes: Several high
schools and colleges have begun to
use the WWW to administer and
score quizzes and tests. Usually you
have to be registered for a course
before you'll have access to the sections of the Web site that let you
view the quiz.
Web courses: There are literally
thousands of courses being offered
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would read the text and save it in
an MS Word 7.0 document. MS
Word was useful for spell checking
and cleaning up the text. It also let
me save the document in HTML
format. Now that the book is on my
palmtop, I can use a combination of
PalEdit and, believe it or not, Lotus
1-2-3, to add hypertext links. This
tends to be time consuming, but I
figure that by the time I've got the
task done, I'll have read the book
front to back several times over.
, Learning to program with
HTML: Recently, Iowa State
University converted their beginning Computer Science courses
from Pascal programming to
"HTML programming!" When I
heard about this, my initial reaction
was, "no way can you program in
HTML!" However, the faculty at
ISU have assured me that, "it
works!" They've promised to send
me a course outline in the near
future. I figure the palmtop will be
a good place to play with "HTML
programming." HV will be a good
"test-bed" for yet another oddball
programming language.
Until next time, HaVe fun!

$79

Link-A-Printer" has a built-in connectivity cable that plugs into your OmniGo
100 Since it does not require batteries or extra cable Link-A-Printer II is simple
and easy to use.

Also Available Link-A-Printer I
Requires connectivity cable and optional battery Features auto
on/off fixed 9600 baud.

GRIINWICH
INSTIIII1lN1S USA

Tel: 704-875-8490
Fax: 704-875-2801
Toll Free: 800-476-4070

$59

Greenwich Instruments LTD
European Distributor
Tel: 011-44-181-302-4931
Fax: 011-44-181-302-4933
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Automatic Daily Backup
By creating an appointment that runs a system macro you can have the
files on your palmtop automatically backed up to a flash card.
I

By Ahmet G. Ozisik

I

have created a macro which
backs up the files of an HP 200LX
to a PC card every day. The
macro is activated by an appointment. After the backup is done, the
appointment is carried to the next
day, automatically, by the macro.
Instead of using a repeating appointment and occupying unnecessary
disk space, only one macro is used.
This macro is written for those
users who have a PC Card and
want to make a backup every day.
If you do not have a PC card, you
can still backup your important
files within the memory of HP
200LX. You can use "copy" instead
of "backup", specify the directories
accordingly and modify the macro
according to your needs.

How to write the macro
It is strongly recommended thflt
you make a backup of everything
on your C: \ drive before you begin
to write and run the macro.
1. Enter into the System Macros
of your HP 200LX (press
(CTRL)+(MORE) ).
2. Use the DownArrow key to
move to whichever macro you'd
like to use. My preference is macro
#7.
3. Press ENTER, then write
"Automatic Daily Backup" (or any
text of your choice) into the
"Description field" (see Screen 1).

4. TAB down to the "Contents"
field, then type in the expressions
below . Be sure not to leave any
spaces between the letters.
{Filerl{Menul{EnterlBA:\BACKUP{Alt+Ol{F10l{MenulQ{Apptl{Me
nulv{Enterl {F5l {Rightl {Enter! {F4l {B
ackSpll I {F3}{Enter}{F6}{Right}{F10l
{F10}{MenulQ
5. Press (OK) (FlO) to finish the
macro. Then type, (MENU) Quit to
exit.
6. Next, go to ApptBook application. Add the following appointment, but don't enter the parenthet-

I

Oeser lot ion

!~Q!i?i'!~!(i; : Q~i.:::y . .E.J..~ .I:::.~.~.e ..

ical remarks, which are merely my
explanations.
Description: I I 7 (for macro #7)
Start Time:
23:30 (my choice;
you can use any time)
Alarm : enabled (otherwise the
macro will not operate)
(the macro
Repeat status: none
will repeat it)
Leadtime: 0 (no need for a lead time)
View week: unchecked (optional)
View month: unchecked (optional)
The current date and time
should be earlier than the "Start
Time" of the appointment. Other-

.....................................................................................................................

........................... .... ................. .. .

Screen 1.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Ahmet G. Ozisik is a civil engineer working in the construction management business. He has been using HP handhelds
for more than twenty years, and in 1991 he started the HP
Palmtop PC Users Group in Istanbul, Turkey. He recently
moved to Chicago because of his wife's business, and is trying
to establish a user group there, too. He likes to play tennis
when he is not playing with his computers. The best way to
reach him is via e-mail: ago@ibm.net
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HOW TO USE: Automatic Daily Backup

Shareware/Freeware
mentioned in this article
AurOBAK.MAC • - A macro file that
contains an automatic backup routine assigned to the F7 function key.
Freeware. Available on this issue's
HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK.

wise, the macro will not run.
Look at Screen 2 to see what the
appointment should look like.
7. Press (Done) (FlO). Then type
(MENU) Quit to exit.
8. When the appointment time
comes up, it will automatically activate Macro #7. I prefer 23:30 as the
backup time because it is the last
hour of the day.
9. Be sure to have a PC Card in
PCMCIA drive. Otherwise the
backup will not occur.

Description of macro commands
{Filer}{Menu}{Enter} BA: \ BACK
UP This Prepares HP 200LX for
?ackup to drive "A". The directory
IS A: \ BACKUP, but you can change
the drive and directory names if
you want.
{Alt+O} This overwrites existing files. I prefer this option, but
you can also use other options.
{FlO} This causes the backup to
start.
{Menu}Q This exits from FILER.
{Appt} This opens the ApptBook
application.
{Menu}v{Enter} This makes
sure that ApptBook is displaying
the Appointments, rather than the
T?Do list. (If the ToDo list is being
dIsplayed, the macro will get confused.)
{FS}{Right} This moves to the
next day.
{Enter}{F4}{BackSp} I I {F3} This
finds the macro.
{Enter}{F6}{Right}{FlO} This
moves the appointment to the next
day.
{FlO}{Menu}Q This exits from
ApptBook.

..

:
Oeser lpt lon
Star t I l me
End T J.me

Appolntment/Event
• •
:i ~?;••~~;:';:.~·:; §': .: .: ·.: .: .:..: .:.:...:::..: .:.:.:.:.:.;,.....................................·············································s:::··t····a·····r·······t·········Q······a······t····e······························...........................................! I
i?~:.30. .. ...,
No. Conseey t::·~;I~!-~=-~1 · · · · ·
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............j
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Week
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Month

~eadt lme !~.m.;
........................................................................... .........................................................................................
Repeat .Status
: None
...................................................................................
Note

~

.;jj·Mjj·jiiiiii-·.#~ir-·.jiji'·-····.·iiij·jj';'jj'fiiWn,'iP

Screen 2.

Important notes
Before trying my Automatic
Daily Backup, I strongly recommend that you backup your files
using whatever backup methods
you are currently using, or that you
perform one of the backup methods
mentioned in the Users Guide for
your palmtop.
There is always a possibility of
making a mistake when writing
macros, so be sure to write in, exactly, the code as explained in this article in order to avoid problems. You
can also use the AUTOBAK.MAC .
macro file instead of writing the code
in and creating your own macro.
This automatic macro is written
for daily backups. However, you
can modify and change the frequency of the backup to weekly, monthly, etc. Further, you can use multiple
copies of the same macro for different purposes, or to run at different
times. Note that the palmtop has a
limit of ten system macros. If you'd
like to use more than ten macros ,
you can save macros as files and
open and use them when needed.

Warning:
The Automatic Daily Backup
macro will only work perfectly if all
the applications on your palmtop
are closed. The macro can be modified so it closes all the applications
before starting the backup process.
As a good habit, I always close all
the applications before turning off
my HP 200LX, and I also encourage
you to do this. If you do not want to
bother with this yourself, you can
add "close all applications" com-
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mands to the beginning of the
Il]-acro Contents field as below:
(morel (menul (Enter}l
However, I strongly recommend
that you keep all the applications
closed when they are not in use.
Any unclosed programs, especially
DOS-based programs, can create
problems during the backup
process. Even if you are not using
DOS-based programs, you may
have files that have been modified,
but not saved. The macro will not
be able to decide if you want to
save that file or not, and as a result
may stop itself without finishing
the backup. So, be on the safe side.
Close all your files when they are
not in use.
Use the Automatic Daily Backup
at your own risk.
If you have any comments
and/ or modifications please let me
know.

Projeet: Vision
gives you
Planning In Your Palm for

$99

For HP 100/200 and ~OS-based pes

3M-

features Include:
. .~;
• One Hour uarnlng curve
;
• Uses ~OOI with Max 6Ie size from SOl to 1 MEG
• Logic Networks, Timelines, Resource Histograms
• Critical Path, Milestones, Variable ZOom
• Mouse and keyboard operated for portability
• NEW! Export to Lotus 1-2-~ WKS files

Inmax Publishing Ltd.
2673 Terrace Ave. North Vancouver
BC Canada V7R 1 B5

Tel: 604-980-9991
Fax: 604-985-5597

You Know You're A Paltntopper When ...
The following interchange took place recently on CompuServe between two dedicated HP palmtoppers.
James Hart (70303.1153@compuserve.com) wrote:

Robert L Mitchell (72764.3061@compuserve.com) responded with:

You know you're a
palmtopper when ...

You know you're a
palmtopper when ...

1. The sight of a box of Chiclets

1. You forget that big keyboards do
not have sticky shift and Fn keys.

reminds you to buy AA batteries.
2. Someone asks if it's raining, and
you check the _weather.msg.
3. While having lunch with a group
of people, you divide up the check
with the HP CALC application, then
update your Quicken file to show the
deduction.
4. Your boss says, "I need to send a
FAX," and you absentmindedly hand
her your HP.
5. You have a twenty minute conversation at a party with someone praising Hewlett-Packard ... only to find
out they were talking about the HP
III LaserJet.
6. Your front door mat has the
Windows95 Logo on it.
7. Your seat mate on a long flight
complains that his laptop is dead,
and you arrogantly offer him two
Eveready AAs.
8. You are involved in a roll-over
accident in your automobile and as
they are cutting you out of the upside
down seat, all they can hear you
mumble is, "MUP."
[EDITOR'S NOTE: "MUP" stands for

"Most Unusual Place," which refers to
an ongoing discussion among HP palm'toppers about who has used his palmtop
in the most unusual place.}
9. You are found staring at a "Lotus
1-2-3 for Dummies" book mumbling
something about, "having more than
one page."
10. You walk around with a BIG
smile on your face.

palmtop with all kinds of modern
machines.
7. You have a backup machine, JUSTIN-CASE!
8. You take exotic vacations to distant
places just to register and send
MUPs.
9. Your palmtop answers your cell
phone (or home phone).

2. You have an AC power adapter by
the john.
3. You beg an engineer friend to borrow his Infrared viewer so you can see
the data streaming from your IR port.
4. All your computer accessories must
fit in your other pockets. If not, you
have more pockets made!
5. When you see someone laboring
with a complicated and expensive
machine, you proclaim, "I can do
that! Let me get my palmtop!"

10. You carry extra freezer baggies to
hold your palmtop, just in case you
enter a hostile environment (i.e., the
beach, hot tub, etc.).
11. You advertise the palmtop more
than HP ever did.
12. Your palmtop internal clock is
synchronized with the Cesium atomic
clock in Boulder, Colorado to an accuracy of one nine billionth of a second!
13. You live on the fly!

6. You find joy by interfacing your

DoubleSlof~
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there's a way ...
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To run mUltiple PC Card products - SRAM,
fax/modem, memory cards, etc.
To connect Type I, II and III Cards - even a
Type II and III at the same time
To externally power PCMCIA Cards - for
those power hungry PCMCIA peripherals
To run ATA flash cards and hard driveslike the notebooks can!
DoubleSlot, PCMCIA Slot Expander reaching new heights of performance for your HP Palmtop.

Add the Travel FloppyTl.' to your Palmtop ...
lJ.
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PCMCIA, type II compatible
For Palmtops or other DOS/Windows
computers
Use it to transfer files, archive, or run
programs directly from disk
Portable like your Palmtop - goes anywhere
Uses inexpensive 1.44 Mb or 720K diskettes
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Computer HAIKU
HAIKU is an unrhymed verse form of Japanese origin that has three
lines. The following HAIKU on the subject of computers have
appeared on the Net and on e-mail lists.

Three things are certain:
Death, taxes, and lost data.
Guess which has occurred.

Server's poor response
Not quick enough for browser.
Timed out, plum blossom.

The Tao that is seen
Is not the true Tao, until
You bring fresh toner.

David Dixon

Rik Jespersen

Bill Torcaso

I'm sorry, there's ... um,
insufficient what's-it-called?
The term eludes me ...

Chaos reigns within.
Reflect, repent, and reboot.
Order shall return.

The Web site you seek
cannot be located but
endless others exist

Owen Mathews

Suzie Wagner

Joy Rothke

Windows NT crashed.
I am the Blue Screen of Death.
No one hears your screams.

Login incorrect.
Only perfect spellers may
enter this system.

Stay the patient course
Of little worth is your ire
The network is down

Peter Rothman

Jason Axley

David Ansel

Seeing my great fault
Through darkening blue windows
I begin again.

This site has been moved.
We'd tell you where, but then we'd
have to delete you.

A crash reduces
your expensive computer
to a simple stone.

Chris Walsh

Charles Matthews

James Lopez

The code was willing,
It considered your request,
But the chips were weak.

wind catches lily
scatt'ring petals to the wind:
segmentation fault

There is a chasm
of carbon and silicon
the software can't bridge

Barry L. Brumitt

Nick Sweeney

Rahul Sonnad

Printer not ready.
Could be a fatal error.
Have a pen handy?

ABORTED effort:
Close all that you have.
You ask way too much.

Yesterday it worked
Today it is not working
Windows is like that

Pat Davis

Mike Hagler

Margaret Segall

A file that big?
It might be very useful.
But now it is gone.

First snow, then silence.
This thousand dollar screen dies
so beautifully.

To have no errors
Would be life without meaning
No struggle, no joy

David J. Liszewski

Simon Firth

Brian M. Porter

Errors have occurred.
We won't tell you where or why.
Lazy programmers.

With searching comes loss
and the presence of absence:
"My Novel" not found.

You step in the stream,
but the water has moved on.
This page is not here.

Charlie Gibbs

Howard Korder

Cass Whittington
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"Wow, is this thing last!
And all that memo !"
-Robert J. Vondra, 8 Meg Doub/eSpeed 200LX owner

Upgrade your 200LX to 8 or 32 Meg Doub/eSpeed
Now available WORLDWIDEI Free gO-Day Warranty
That's right! No matter where you live, Thaddeus Computing can now
upgrade your HP 200LX to 8 or 32 Meg and DoubleSpeed!
Just send us your 200LX and we'll do the rest.
We specialize in fast turnarounds, and U.S. customers have a I-day turnaround option. Your upgraded palmtop comes back to you with a free 90Day Warranty that you can upgrade to one or two years.
Still not sure? Here' s what some satisfied customers have to say:

~111 1t

"It works great!" - Steve Carder
"I highly recommend the Thaddeus Palmtops
for anyone thinking of upgrading. " - Robert J . Vondra

See pricing and contact info below.

2~~

ULTRA'
Seepageg·
I\\\

"The 8 meg, DoubleSpeed 200LXs are great!" -Craig de Fasselle

IMPORTANT!

ALL CUSTOMERS: Upgrading removes all data, so be sure to do a complete back-up before shipping. Use a Irackable method
of shipping. Upgrading voids HPwarranty See order cards in this issue for complete detai ls. In the U.S.: In a hurry? One day
turnaround service is avai lable for $55 shipping (instead of $9.50 5-Day turnaround). Outside U.S.: Shipping charge is $35.
We cannot guarantee delivery time outside U.S .. Write "Used equipment for repair" on shipping container.

Use order cards in issue or
contact info below.

NEW & LIKE-NEW 8 or 32 Meg Doub/eSpeed HP 200U
Great Palmtops at Great Prices!

3D-Day Money-Back Guarantee!

ABRAND NEW HP 20011

AliKE-NEW HP 20011

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Upgraded to DoubleSpeed
Upgraded to 8 or 32 MegaBytes
In the Box, with Manuals
FREE One-Year Warranty
$795 (8 meg) $999.95 (32 meg)

Upgraded to DoubleSpeed
Upgraded to 8 or 32 MegaBytes
FREE 3U-Day Warranty
Warranty Upgrade Options
$575 (8 meg) $785.95 (32 meg)

SHIPPING: $9.50 U.S. / $35 Non-U.S.

PRICING
Upgrade from:
1,2 or 4 Meg 200LX
8 Meg DoubleSpeed 200LX'
5 or 6 Meg DoubleSpeed 200LX
Purchase
Brand New 200LX
Like-New (pre-owned) 200LX
Warran~ Extensions

8 Meg DoubleSpeed 32 Meg DoubleSpeed
$299.00

$499.95
$374.95
$449.95

N/A

$249.00
$795.00
$575.00

I
I

FREE 90-day Warranty extended to 1-year ... $25 (on upgrades and like-new units)
FREE 90 -day Warranty extended to 2-years ... $75 (on upgrades and like-new units)
FREE f -year Warranty extended to 2-years ... $50 (on brand-new units)

' At this time, unit must originally be a 2 or 4 meg, serial # SG-6 or higher

$999.95
$785.95

HI received my new HP a few days ago
and an is weH with the world. I can't get
over how great the doublespeed is. Thank
you and everyone at Thaddeus for putting
together this exceHent product. "
- Larry Castor

ORDER NOW ...

See pricing at left

ORDER ONLINE I

Please fill out either of the order cards in this issue
and return. For Upgrades, please enclose completed order form with Palmtop.
Call: 800-373-6114 or 515-472-6330 FAX: 515-472-1879
EMAIL: orders@thaddeus.com WEB: www.thaddeus.com
MAIL: Thaddeus Computing, 11 0 N Court Street, Fairfield, Iowa 52556 USA

Letters

Continued from p.3

were twenty years ago. If I
could use my customized
PhoneBook, NoteTaker,
database, Quicken, Lotus
files and DOS programs
directly in the Windows CE
machines, there would be
almost no problem. Instead,
I am offered toy-like
devices.
I am still an HP fan, but I
feel left out like many others
users do. EduCALC was one
of my information sources,
second only to The HP
Palmtop Paper. I bought
many products from them,
although I lived thousands
of miles away. I preferred
them to other vendors
because I knew that they
could solve my problems if I
had any. Maybe HP has to
return to Corvallis again
and establish a new division
that listens to customers as
in the old good days.
So far, Windows CE seems
to have conquered all the
old palmtop castles. I accept
that Windows CE is a new
and growing market.
However, I still do not
understand why the HP
200LX series has been
"killed off," although there
was still a potential for its
development and growth
for a few more years . HP
could of at least created a
better Windows CE product,
something that would serve
as an upgrade for the existing palmtop users.
My HP 200LX is still my
main computer, although I
also have been using a
320LX and a laptop. I know
time can not be reversed,
but I still hope for a miracle.
A.G. Ozisikago@ibm.net
Likes his HP 200LX

I'm a subscriber to The HP
Palmtop Paper and I am very
excited about the possibility
of upgrading my palmtop to
32 MG . I've checked out a

couple of the Windows CE
handheld PCs, and none of
them really do what the
200LX does all that much
better, and it was my opinion that they had some definite shortcomings.
Some of the earlier models
had screens with poor contrast. The new models with
the 640-240 screens are very
tempting, but I've invested
so much into my palmtop
(with PC cards and a modem
and several years worth of
The HP Palmtop Paper, including one of your recent CDs)
that I really can't convince
myself to switch to a
Windows CE model.
Having both doesn't seem
to make too much sense,
either. I don't really consider myself a power user ...
sometimes I'm even a little
embarrassed when I read
about what other users are
able to use their palmtops
for. But none the less, my
200LX has become fairly
indispensable in my everyday life. I get a real kick out
of pulling it out to jot down
a note or change an appointment and having someone
comment about it.
With the recent demise of
several palmtop vendors
and the lack of apparent
intention by HP to develop a
200LX-type replacement, it
is in the best interest of all
palmtop users to see that
Thaddeus and other similar
vendors stays in business
and continue to be on the
cutting edge of support and
development for palmtops
and accessories.
Alas, I'm one of those
users that has a SG5 model
200LX upgraded to 5meg
and my wife has a SG4, so
I'm very anxious to see if
those models can be upgraded to 32Meg, or at least to
something close.
At this point I feel very
positive with my investment, as I see the price of
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new 200LX staying fairly
stable. However, I often
wonder if more HPs would
not have been sold if they
were more price-competitive with the likes of the
3Com PalmPilot.
Phil Downey
[Editor's note: Actually, your
wife can upgrade her SG4 200LX
and you can upgrade your SG5
meg unit. Only 8 meg users with
serial numbers less than SG6 or
whose palmtop was originally 1
meg might have a problem. Those
users can call us. By the time you
read this there may be a solution.
Alternatively we can swap your
used 8 meg unit for a refurbished
32 meg unit.]
Suggestions for The Paper

I understand that publication costs are high, and that
you are the primary advertiser, so the ad revenues aren't
great, but I would gladly sacrifice the heavyweight cover
and the two-color spot printing, and the oversized format
in exchange for a reasonable
price and good service. And
then there's those 5 pages of
Thaddeus Computing advertising as well as 6 pages of
separate inserts (also color,
and glossy paper).
Maybe I'm not the average

IUP

user and reader (or maybe I
am) . I use my 200LX every
day, normally for a few
hours a day. I have half a
dozen (each) note and appointment databases, and 15
or more conventional databases, plus I am using the
Pocket Quicken. However,
all my files occupy less than
half a MB of storage, and the
whole mess backs up onto a
single floppy with lots of
room to spare.
Maybe my expectations
are just different from your
other readers. Many of the
esoteric articles you publish
are somewhat interesting,
just for curiosity value, but
maybe you could sprinkle
them throughout the issues,
instead of concentrating a
whole batch of the same
stuff in one issue (example:
almost a whole issue on
music related applications??). And do we have to
have so many articles about
the Windows CE systems? If
I ever think I want to switch
to a CE model, I'll buy an
issue of Handheld PC
Magazine.
Katherine Levine
Huntsville, AL
katherine.reflections@juno.com

Product Index

HP Products contact information: Authorized HP
computer dealers worldwide (i.e. the same place
you can purchase an HP LaserJet). To locate an
authorized dealer in the USA, call 800443-1254.
You can also purchase the 95LX & 1001200LX and
~ accessories from: Your One·Stop Palmtop Shop
at 800-709-9494 or 608·752·1537, Fax: 608·752·
9548; PDA Direct at 801).2794732 ext 130; Shier
Systems at 805-371 -9391 , Fax: 805-371·9454.
HP 360LX Palmtop PC - $599
HP 620LX Palmtop PC - $889
HP 200LX 4 MB (HP F1216A)- $595

(versions availabte incfude: US Engl~h , UK Engl~h,
German, Spanish, French, Portugese, Japanese and
Korean)

HP 200LX 2MB (HP F1061A) -$495
HP 1000cX 2 MB Palmtop PC (HP FI222A) - $449
(versions available incfude: US English, UK English,
German, Spanish, and French)

HP OmniGo 700LX - $NA
(Combination HP 200LX, fax software and No~a GSM cet·
lular phone.)

1.8Mb Flash Disk (HP F1024A, wi Stacker)-$l99

6 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1215C, wi Stacker).- $425
10 Mb Flash Disk (HPF1013C, w/Stacker) - $600
20 Mb Flash Disk (HP F1014C, w/Stacker) - $999
ACIDC Adapter (HP F1011Aj-$39.95
USAICanada (~ABA); Europe (~ASS); Austlalia (~
ABG); SouIh Afuo (~ABO); Urited Ki1Jdom (~ABU).

PC Connectivity Cable (HPF1015A) -$24.95
MAC Connectivity Cable (HP F1016A)-$24.95
100/200LX Connectivity Pack - $119.95
U.S. (HP Fl021B); Intemational (HP Fl021C)

ConnecVAdapter K~ - $24.95 (HP F1023A)
4adapters for oomecting the lOO12OOLX to modems, print·
ers, and Pes.

Palmtop Maintenance ~ (replacement parts)
(F121&60998) (US only) -$20
Service Agreements (2·year extension) - $85.
For U.S. HP PaJmtop users. Units must be under wananty
to extend.

Contact: HP, Corvallis Service Center, USA; Phone:
503-757·2002.
NOTE: Prices lisled are suggesledretail price. Dealer
prices may VBI}'.
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TIPS •••
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[All tips are by HP Palmtop Paper
Managing Editor Ralph C. Turner]

When cold, change
the contrast
Here in southeastern Iowa where I
live, the winter temperatures often drop
down to well below zero fahrenheit during the night. If I leave my palmtop in
the glove compartment overnight, I
notice in the morning that the screen is
so dark it's almost impossible to read.
However, when I bring the palmtop
indoors and it warms up, the screen
contrast returns to normal.
For the first few weeks that I owned
the unit, I thought I had to warm it up
before using it.
Then I learned that the palmtop can,
in fact, be used when it is very cold. All
you have to do is adjust the contrast.
Here's how to set the contrast, which
can be done from within any application:
- To lighten the contrast, press
(ON)+(-), i.e., hold down the (ON) key
and at the same time press the (-) key.
- To darken the contrast, press
(ON)+(+).
The contrast can also be set from
within Setup. Press (CTRL)+(FILER),
MENU, Options, System, TAB down to
Contrast, then use the Arrow keys to set
the contrast.

Copy phone numbers into
appointment descriptions
Many of my appointments and
events in ApptBook are reminders to
call someone on a particular day. I've
found from experience that when the
appointment alarm goes off, reminding
me to, for instance, "Call Virginia
Venable," I have to go into the
Phone Book and look up Virginia's telephone number. If I'm in a hurry at the
time I'm scheduled to make the call, the
extra time it takes to look up the number
can be annoying. Also, if the phone
number is a long distance number or a
number with an extension, I may even
have to jot the number down on a piece
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of paper so I don't forget it while I'm
switching back to ApptBook to refer to
some additional information in the
appointment, such as some contact
information in the Notes field. And if the
number is busy when I try to call it, I
usually go back into ApptBook and reset the Start Time to 10 or 15 minutes
later, and when that later alarm goes
off, I have to again go through the
whole process of switching to
PhoneBook and getting the number.
To make the process easier, I now
add the phone number to the
Description field when I enter the
appointment into ApptBook. Here's how
I do that.
In ApptBook, I press (F2) (Add), type
"Call Virginia Venable" into the
Description field, then I press the
PHONE key. When the PhoneBook
application opens, I type "ven" ENTER,
which selects and opens the Virginia
Venable record, then I TAB down to the
Home phone field, then press (FN)+(=),
which copies Virginia's home phone into
the clipboard. Next I press the APPT
key, which returns me to the
Appointment Book's Description field for
the appointment to call Virginia. Then I
press (FN)+(+), which pastes Virginia's
telephone number into the space right
after her name. Then I fill out the rest of
the appointment and press (F10) (OK).
When the appointment comes due, I
not only don't have to open PhoneBook
to get Virginia's telephone number, I
don't even have to open the appointment record. As you can see from
Screen 1, the telephone number is easy
to see in the data list screen.

Hiding information at the
extreme end of a field
Because the fields in any of the database applications can accommodate
more characters than will be displayed
on the screen all at once, you can hide,
in a field, information that you may not
want others to see.
For example, let's say that you're
adding a PhoneBook entry for the Acme
Glass company. After entering phone
numbers into the Business and Fax
fields, you realize that sometime in the
future you may forget the names of the
key people at those numbers. You may
try some day to remember whether it is
Sue, rather than Sandy, whom you like
to talk to at Acme's business office, and
whether Bob, instead of Gary, was the
person who helped you when you sent
faxes to Acme.
You could, of course, just add
Sandy's name immediately after the
business number, and Gary's name
immediately after the fax number (see
Screen 2). But, as you can see, Sandy's
and Gary's names would be visible to
anyone who looked at your palmtop's
open record for Acme Glass. The data
list and the DataCard would also display
the names.
But let's further suppose that you
want to keep your knowledge of
Sandy's and Gary's usefulness to yourself. Maybe you're a salesman and you
don't want competing salespeople at
your company to benefit from this
"secret" information.
Or maybe you just don't want the coworkers at your own company, who
have been known to sneak a peek at
the entries in your palmtop, to know that
you're on a first-name basis with the
support staff at Acme Glass.
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There are other examples of information you might want to hide in a field. In
a phone record for a credit card company, you could hide your credit card number. Or for a record for your bank, you
could hide your PIN (personal identification number).
Luckily there's a solution to these situations. Here's how to hide Sandy's
name in the record. Starting at the data
list screen, press (F2) (Add), and when
the new record appears, fill in the Name
field, then TAB down to the Business
field, then type in the business phone
number (555-3691). Then press the
(SpaceBar) fourteen times. (By pressing
the SpaceBar, you're moving the black
cursor further to the right in the business field.) Now type in "Sandy" (see
Screen 3). Now TAB down to the Fax
field and do the same thing to hide
Gary's name. Then press (F10) (Done)
to return to the data list screen.
From now on, whenever the Acme
record in PhoneBook is highlighted in
the data list screen (or when the record
is opened, or when the DataCard is displayed on the HP 200LX), the Acme
telephone numbers, but not Sandy' and
Gary's names, will be visible (see
Screen 4). To reveal the hidden names,
open the record, TAB to the Business or
Fax fields and the cursor will jump to
the right side of the fields, revealing
Sandy's and Gary's names.
You can hide information in this fashion
in any of the fields, including the Category
and Note fields. The Note field must, however, be treated a little differently.
Let's say that you've entered into the
Note field the slogan which Acme Glass
has painted on their fleet of trucks.
Normally, when you highlight the Acme
record in the record list, then press (F3)
(Note), the Full Screen Note will open
and you'll see the slogan (see Screen 5).
To hide this text, make sure the cursor is at the top left hand corner of the
Note, then press (ENTER) 16 or more
times. This will move the line of text containing the slogan from the top of the
note to the 17th line. Now press (F10)
(OK) to close the Full Screen Note.
Now, whenever anyone opens the
Acme record, all they will see is a blank
Note. Even if they press (F3) (Note),
they won't see the hidden text in the
Note. To view the hidden text, you need
to press the DownArrow 16 times.

Phone It.", ..

~~~ .. ,

!lUII!n .. ""

i
, i i i o_

...",nn....

_. . . .

Hg"."

81L .... n<>\,..

Fol:S.

B

C .. t."Slor~

T,.lt.l",

CO"e""",

Making entries stand out

Add .... " ..1. 0 08 Shard" Plo"..
A<.ld .. e ....
.l: 1t..,

.a

When I arrive at the office each day I
usually take a look at my list of appointments for that day. But often there are
so many appointments, and I'm in such
a rush to get started on the day's projects, that the list of appointments
appears to be just one big blur of frightening demands. For these reasons, I've
developed the following tricks to make
the more important appointments stand
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out from the less important ones (see
Screen 6):
1. Sometimes I create both an
appointment and an event for the same
event; such as a Board of Directors
meeting. Because the meeting appears
twice on the day's appointment list, I'm
more likely to see it and remain aware
of its imminence during the day.
2. To make an appointment (such as
taking that significant other person
somewhere) stand out, I can add
spaces at the beginning of an appointment's description field.
3. I also can add special characters
to the description field. For instance, by
pressing (Fn)+(& ...) a number of times,
a string consisting of multiple occurrences of a character that looks like an
arrow can be inserted at the beginning
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of the description field for an important
appointment, such as a doctor's visit.
To find out about all the different special characters that can be inserted into
a field, look up "Special Characters" in
the index of you User's Guide, or refer
to page 31 of the March/April 1998
issue of The HP Palmtop Paper.

••• QUICK TIPS •••
File editing using the
CTTY command
A common situation arises in
my usage of my HP 200LX:
while I'm at home using my
PC, or at work using my office
desktop computer, I want to
edit a text file or source code
that resides on my palmtop.
I used to transfer the file to
the desktop computer, edit
it, then copy it back to the
palmtop when done, overwriting the original.
Well, I just re-discovered
recently an old DOS command that makes this
process much easier: the
CTTY (Change TTY) command . This command
instructs the command
processor on the palmtop to
begin accepting commands
from, and sending output to,
the specified COM port. For
example, the command that
I issued was:
CITYCOM1
The first thing to do is to
connect your desktop computer to your palmtop using
a serial cable . (If you have
trouble getting the two computers to communicate with
each other, see the article,
"Troubleshooting Modem
and Data Communications
Problems ,"
in
the
January/February 1998
issue of The HP Palmtop
Paper.)
On the desktop you have
to open a terminal emulation
program (or alternatively use
a real terminal). From a
DOS desktop system, you
can use a program like
Procomm Plus (PCPLUS).
On a Windows system you
would use the TERMINAL
program supplied with the

OS (operating system). Or
on a Windows 95 or NT system ,
you
have
the
HyperTerm program that is
supplied with the OS.
Of course, you can run a
DOS terminal program in a
DOS box; I regularly run
PCPLUS from a DOS box on
my NT 4.0 system at work.
Once you've got the two
computers linked up with the
serial cable, and with the terminal program running on
the desktop computer, you
can type in the CITY COM1
command from the DOS
prompt on the palmtop. You
then should be able to talk to
your palmtop's command line
processor, command .com.
[Editor's note: Before typing the CTTY COM1 command, I had to "clear" the
serial cable route by sending
a text file from the palmtop to
the desktop computer. I did
this by typing COpy
TEXTFILE. TXT COM1 on
the palmtop. The text file was
displayed on the desktop's
screen, and I then typed the
CTTY COM1 command.}
The DOS prompt (c:\)
from your palmtop should
show up on your desktop's
screen , and you can issue
DIR commands, as well as
many other ones.
A word of caution: only
certain programs that you try
to run on the palmtop will
function well, or at all, over
the serial port in this manner. Many graphics-like programs (like Lotus 1-2-3)
access the computer's video
RAM directly , and hence
won't work over the COM
port. But simple editing can
be done with the DOS
EDLIN (yuk!!) program . I
once used this exclusively
for a week while my monitor
was out for servicing, and

learned to hate EDLIN .
However, it recently
occurred to me that my
favorite vi-clone editors ought
to work over the serial port after all, that's how they work
on UNIX-based systems,
from whence vi came. After a
little experimenting, I found
that the Elvis vi-clone will
function in this mode just as
expected.
You have to set the
TERM environment variable
to ANSI , then it's set to go.
You can edit your files from
the desktop's full size keyboard, without shuffling a file
back and forth. As a bonus,
you can do all the various
DOS file management commands, such as COPY ,
RENAME, DEL, MKDIR, CD,
etc., from within this mode.
Also, file filter techniques
work. You can use file redirection and piping in conjunction with DOS's SORT,
and other UNIX-like filter
programs such as GREP,
SED and AWK • . Your own
programs that run on the
palmtop in a command-line
mode (such as a custom filter) should also work in this

mode, as well.
To exit this mode of operation, issue the following
command:
CITY CON
from the remote terminal (Le.,
from the terminal program
that's running on your desktop computer) .
Feel free to experiment.
The worst that I've seen
happen is that I have to type
commands on the palmtop
and/or look to it for output if
a program didn't work as
expected . If you're not an
Elvis vi user, try the popular
vim editor. I tried it, and it
almost worked - I got the
screen display redirected,
but not the keyboard commands . But the author of
vim seemed willing to investigate and incorporate any
modifications in a later
release.
I also tried the popular
and small vi-clone, Calvin • .
It didn't work in this mode,
either, but I haven't yet contacted the author to inquire.
Other text editors, if they
can run over a serial port in
other implementations,
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Ralph C . Turner . Fairfield.
Iowa - 515-472-2293
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number of duplicate lines
and report the count and the
line to standard output.
Finally, this output is sorted once more and the result
re-directed to the file
cable.txt. In this file, I have a
list of all cables and their
quantities, sorted by quantity.
To summarize, you can
do much more than simple
editing in this mode, and I
wanted to point out all the
possibilities.
R. Christopher Loft, P.E
rc/oU@ro.com
or /oU@phase4.com

Screen 4:

Card swapping,
CHKDSK, and file
damage

Screen 5:

Screen 6:

might well be coaxed into
operating in this mode. I
suggest you contact the
authors.
As for me, I'll be happily
editing away on my palmtopbased ASCII files, and
spending less time transferring them back and forth .
Also, various file processing programs, called filters in
UNIX terminology, can be
used as well. For example, I
can use a complicated command line like:
C:\> grep CABLE big6.txt
I sort I uniq -c I sort >
cable.tx
This is an extreme example. To start with, I have a

file (big6.txt in this example)
that has one line for every
part in a system design. The
above command finds all
lines having the word
CABLE and pipes the output
into the sort command (this
assumes you have obtained
the DOS 5.0 sort filter, which
isn't provided standard with
the HP palmtop).
Once sorted, the output is
piped into the uniq filter with
a -c option (this assumes
you have obtained this
UNIX-style filter for your
palmtop - my version came
with the C Utilities Toolchest
from MIX software - the folks
who make the Power C
compiler) . This will count the
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Unlike the HP 200LX user
manual admonishments
never to insert or remove a
card while the power is on,
real life usage means that
"power on" card swaps are
going to happen. One prime
example ... you CAN'T power
down when hooked to the
AC adapter with Nicads.
From my three years of
experience with the LX,
swapping cards with the
power ON should not create
any physical problems for
memory or other cards, if
you deal with the "open program" issues first. Even if
you take the precaution of
powering down before
swapping, there are still
some critical remaining dangers for file damage from
swapping cards, if you have
applications open at the time
of the swap.
Use some common
sense to prevent damage to
any files that may be open
when you are ready to
remove a card . ALWAYS
press the "&" key (which will
take you to the "More
Applications" screen) and

see if any applications are
running . (If you've chosen
the icon display of applications, those applications that
are open will be highlighted.
If you use the list of applications, the status column will
say "open" for those apps
that are running .) If applications are open, enter each
running application and
"Quit" each one before
removing any card , or
choose MENU, Application,
Close All from "more Ap plications."
To restate, it is vital to
NEVER remove a card while
ANY program other than
FILER is running. You may
get away with it by swapping
a memory and modem card
and then re-inserting the
same memory card, but you
will NOT get away with it if
you swap one memory card
for another.
As an additional precaution, when I insert a different
memory card, I also go to
the DOS prompt for the card
drive and press (Ctrl)+(C) to
force DOS to re-evaluate the
contents of the default drive.
While DOS is pretty good
about noticing removable
drive changes, you cannot
always rely on this happening, and the penalty for writing to the wrong disk is simply too high.
The CHKDSK DOS command deals with DOS errors
and not program file errors.
CHKDSK errors happen
when a program has a file
open and has written data to
the disk, but has not yet
updated the file directory
information (the FAT). When
a disk is removed (or a
reboot occurs) in that state,
the file data that is not associated with a directory entry
becomes a "lost cluster."
CHKDSK will also spot file
"cross links" where two directory entries indicate that they
each have sections of files
stored at the same disk loca-

tion. This type of damage is
typical of disk swap problems; but, again, the recovery
result is not going to be pretty ... especially on files that
are tightly packed to preserve
disk space, such as the
address or database files.
OFF doesn't really mean
off with the HP 100/200LX.
Damage happens even if
the LX is powered down,
because the computer is not
really turned off like your
desktop when you power it
down. (You might want to
read that last sentence
again. It's very important.)
DOS is actually running in a
low power state when the
screen is blank ... so if you
have your data files open
when powered down, and
you switch cards, you create
the conditions where files
are going to be corrupted.
While it also seems that
most of the LX applications
are reasonably good about
"housekeeping" in writing
things to disk immediately
after you "save" them, even
so, swapping memory cards
sets up almost any application to write data onto a different disk at a hardware
location where it should be
writing it on the old disk, and
that location could contain
another vital file.
That also means that
CHKDSK cannot give you
accurate information about
the condition of your files.
The best way to determine
file damage is to look at the
file by editing it, or running a
report, or something, to the
screen that will allow a fast
view of all of the file contents.
Finally, the CHKDSK IF
option will result in a prompt
to save lost clusters to files if
the process finds some.
Always answer "Yes" to this
question, and when CHKDSK ends, you will find new
files in the root directory with
number names and the
extension ".CHK".
For example, if you were

in the middle of an edit of
the only copy of your great
American novel and you lost
it, there is a possibility that
you MIGHT find the lost portions in these "CHK" files.
The file remains will not be
pretty, but many times you
can either cut and paste
sections back together, or
(in the case of a lost
PhoneBook file) do a search
to find an address or phone
number that may be otherwise lost forever.
After you "view" the contents of the ".CHK" files and
determine that they don't
contain info you need, you
can safely delete them.
Beverly Howard
75533.1712@compuserve.com
http://ourworld.compuserve.comlhomepageslbevhowardl

TOPCARD
Switching from one custom
Topcard to another you
have a number of different
options when deciding what
you want to appear on the
Topcard, which is the screen
that you see whenever you
quit all applications (see
Screen 1). To add your own
information to the Topcard,
go to Setu.p by pressing
(Ctrl)+(FILER), then press
MENU, Qptions, Qwner.
TAB down to the Name,
Title, and Company lines
and type in your personal
information (see Screen 2).
If you check the Show
Picture box (by tabbing
down to it, then pressing the
SPACEBAR), the default
picture will surround your
Topcard information (as in
Screen 1). If the Show
Picture box isn't checked,
your Topcard information
will be displayed without a
background (see Screen 3).
After filling out your personal information, press
(F10) (OK). Your new
Topcard will be displayed

whenever you quit all applications. Another alternative
is to create your own customized graphic image that
will become your Topcard
(see Screen 4 for an example of a Topcard that one of
our subscribers uses).To
substitute a customized Topcard for the default one, first
create your desired image in
a monochrome .PCX graphics file using a graphics program on your PC.
If you want to fill the palmtop's entire screen with your
graphic, the image should be
640 pixels by 200 pixels.
Then transfer the file to your
palmtop. Next, go to the
Owner dialog box in Setup
(see instructions above) and
press (F8) (Picture). Type or
highlight the path and name
of your .PCX file, then press
(F10) (OK).
To display the new
Topcard, quit all applications.You can, as subscriber
Gary Silverman does, have
more than one Topcard, and
switch between them with
macros. For instance, the
(F1) function key could activate a macro that goes into
Setup's Owner box and
selects as the Topcard
image a graphics file that
shows Gary at the beach
(see Screen 5).
Another function key
(maybe (F2) ) could go to
the Owner box and select an
image showing him in his
capacity as a salesman for
Hewlett-Packard
(see
Screen 6).
Ralph C. Turner
Managing Editor
The HP Palmtop Paper
ralph_turner@thaddeus.com

the decimal place. After setting the format, by pressing
(MENU) Qptions, Number
Format.. ., to fixed Point 15,
and while looking at a display
full of zeros, I accidentally
pressed (Fn)+(SpaceBar).
This key-combination
removes all trailing zeros,
and you get a message that
says, "Full Precision: ".
PreSSing (ENTER) or
(ESC) restores the previous
display.
(Fn)+(SpaceBar) works
both ways. If the format is
Fixed Point 15, it will remove
trailing zeros. If the format is
Fixed Point 0, it will expand
the display, including registers, and the stack, to "full
preciSion." If you want to
make this permanent, use
(MENU) Qptions, Number
Format, All. (That must
mean "Show ALL digits,
except trailing zeros, after
the decimal point.")
EdKeefe
7530o.3667@compuserve.com

Shareware/
Freeware
mentioned in this article

A WK.ZIP • - Originally a
UNIX pattern-matching
utility, AWK grew into a
powerful programming
language eventually ported to the PC environment.
A vailable on Th e HP
Palmtop Paper's 1998 CD

InfoBase
CALVIN.ZIP • - v. 2.2 by
Paul Vojta . Calvin is a
DOS-based vi clone that
works well on the HP
100 / 200LX. Fre eware.
Available on this issue' s
HP Pal mtop Paper ON
DISK, and also on the Web
at : www .palmtop .n e t /
super.html

Having used HP CALC for
almost 7 years, I thought I
knew all its built-in tricks. I
was working on a problem
that needed 15 zeros after
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How To Contact Us

Products Advertised in This Issue of

The HP Palmtop Paper

Please note: The HP Palmtop Paper does
not and cannot provide technical support.
There are a number of ways to get in
touch with The HP Palmtop Paper staff. You
can write, mail us a disk with your comments, send Internet e-mail, fax, or call. Our
mailing address and contact information is:

PRODUCT

COMPANY

A One Stop Palmtop Shop (Accessories)
Accurite

Thaddeus Computing, INC
110 N. Court St.
Fairfield, IA 52556 USA
Phone: 515-472-6330
or 800-373-6114
Fax:515-472-1879
Internet: letters@thaddeus.com
TO SUBSCRIBE, change address, or clear
up any problem with your subscription,
contact our subscription department. Call or
fax us at the phone numbers above. E-mail
us at: orders@thaddeus.com

PHONE/FAX NUMBERS

PAGE NUMBER

.......800·709-9494 or 608·752-1537; Fax: 608·752-9548 ........ 3

Floppy Drives for 100/200LXlDouble Slot ....... 510·668-4900; Fax:51 0·668·4905 ........ 27

Aware

Micro Roentgen Radiation Monitor ..800-729·53971302-655·3800; Fax: 302·655·3800 ....... 11

EXP Computer

ThinFax Modem ......800-EXP-6922 ext. 641 or 714-453·1020; Fax: 714·453·1319 ...... BC

Greenwich

Link·A·Printer ............... 800-476-4070 or 704·875·8490; Fax: 704·875·2801 ....... 24

Inmax

CGA VGA Graphics Pack Vision .............. 604-980·9991; Fax: 604-985·5597 ....... 26

Kingmax Micro

Peripherals ....................... . .. . ....714-454-9888; Fax: 714-454·9499 .. .. .. 16

Shier Systems

Cables, software, accessories, Web Browser
888-371-9391 or 805-371-9391 ; Fax: 805-371-9454 ................................ IFC

Thaddeus Computing

...........................800·373·6114 or 515-472-6330; Fax: 515-472-1879
Thaddeus Palmtops: Double-Speed 8 & 32 Meg Palmtop, new and upgrade

TO ADVERTISE in The HP Palmtop Paper
contact Brian Teitzman, Margaret Martin or
Tiffany Lisk at phone: 515-472-1660 or 800809-5603; Fax: 515-472-8409.

... 29

New 1998 CD IntoBase; 2-CD Deluxe Edition ...

... IBC

Knowledge products: Subscriptions, HP Palmtop Tech Ref. Manual, Ref. Books, CD ... ...... 8
HP 200LX Ultra .............. . ..... . .. . ....................................... 9
Trans Digital

Technical Support

Trans PC Card-Universal Parallel Port ......... 916-482-5599; Fax: 916-482-5598 . ..... 15

HP Technical Support - HP offers technical support from 8 am - 5pm P.S.T. Phone:
970-392-1001.

Shareware and Freeware Index

On-Line Support- offered by these bulletin
board services:

o

COMPUSERVE: GO HPHAND FORUM
- Call 800-848-8990 or 614-457-8650.

o

AMERICA ON LINE: Keyword
PALMTOP - Call 888-265-8001
for membership information.

o

May/June 1998

Software on The HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK (Two disks this issue)
PRODUCT

FUNCTION

AVAILABLE AT

TYPE

PAGE

5MCCDEMO.zIP ...... .DEMO of clinical medical reference book .............................. .'1 ............................... .Demo ................. .4, 20
AIRPORT.ZIP ............ LX .GDB database: airport city names & codes ..................... .'A ................................ Freeware ...................4

INTERNET NEWS GROUPS:
news:comp.sys.palmtops.hp
news:comp.sys.handhelds

ANDREW3.ZIP .......... Utility: enhance readability on the LX ......................................·A ................................ P.Cardware .............. .4
AUTOBAK.ZIP ........... LX macro (.MAC) file: automatic backup routine .........................................................Freeware .................26
CALVIN.ZIP .............. .DOD-based vi clone ................................................................·1 ................................Freeware .................35

How to Submit an Article

FLEXPAD.ZIP ............Organizerltext editor for palmtops or PCs .............................. .' A................................ Shareware .............. ..4
IATA.ZIP .................... LX database of lATA ainines ...................................................·A ...............................Freeware .................. .4

The richness of The HP Palmtop Paper
comes from the contributions of Palmtop PC
users. We and your fellow users welcome
your submissions. (We do not offer payment
for articles, your reward is knowing that
you've helped others.)

HV.ZIP ....................... Hypertext viewer program tor the 100/200LX..........................·2 ...............................Freeware ...........20, 24
HYPERTXT.ZIP ......... Misc. files/programs from Ed Keel's article ..................................................................Free or Share .......... 24
LXGPSI3.zIP ............ Moving map GPS program for the 100/200LX....................... .'3 ...............................Freeware ...................4
MEDSTUFF.ZIP .........Coliection ot HP LX medical files ............................................'1 ............................... Freeware .................20

If you have a good idea and want to "go
for it," send it in via CompuServe e-mail
[75300,2443]' Internet: hal_goldstein@thaddeus. com, or send disk or hard copy to Hal
Goldstein or Ralph C. Turner at the above
address. Alternatively you can send an outline of your idea. We will try to guide you as
to when and whether we would use the article and contact you if we need clarification
or have any suggestions - please include
your phone number. We may want to use an
article but for a variety of reasons you may
not see it for many months. Please understand that we cannot promise to run any
particular article at any particular time.

PTP39.ZIP .................Text: The HP Palmtop Paper, May/June 1998 ........................ NA ............................... NA .......................... NA
PTPDSK39.zIP .......... Database:PTP ON DISK Index in .GDB format. ...................... NA ............................... NA .......................... NA
RAR.ZIP ..................... DOS-based compression utility ...............................................·4; ·A ........................... Freeware .................20
README.ZIP .............Cover letter to the HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK..................... NA ............................... NA .......................... NA
REVEILLEZIP ........... ApptBook alarm sound file: reveille ..........................................A ................................Freeware ...................4
SSFAXER.ZIP ........... FAX software for the 100/200LX............................................ .'5; ·B ........................... Freeware ................. 20
STKCHART.ZIP .........Capture & analyze Nasdaq stock data................................... .'1; '6 ........................... Shareware ............. 14
On the Web:'1 www.palmtop.neVsuper.html '2 www.dasoft.com '3 www.jps.neVrenda/gregi
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If you can, especially if you write a
Palmtop Profile, send us a photo of yourself.

TO ORDER The CD InfoBase or HP Palmtop Paper ON DISK, see page 8
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The Only
HP Palmtop Upgrade
That Has It All.
To get the most from your HP 1001200LX palmtop, you need 3 advanced upgrades on 1 convenient PCMCIA card. First, you need to send and
receive both faxes and data at an exceptional 14,400 bps speed. Second, you need fax/modem software that operates easily with the same HP
function keys and conunands you already use ... without the hassle of downloading software and without consuming precious hard disk space.
Third, you need Flash memory for fast, easy access to all your software applications and for efficiently storing data. Plus you need to fax
from and receive faxes into your Flash memory for extra convenience. And, most of all, you need the flexibility to use all your upgrade
features together or independently, without inserting and removing separate fax/modem and memory cards. Now you can have it
all with ThinFax 1414LXM.
ALL TBE ADVANCED UPGRADE FEATURES YOU NEED .•• ON 1 CONVENIENT PCMCIA CARD.

EXP's award-winning MiniFax™ software. High-speed fax/modem. 2 or 4 MB Flash memory.
They're all built into the ThinFax 1414LXM card. That's why ThinFax 1414LXM is the
one upgrade that's a must for your HP palmtop. So call the toll-free number
- today for complete ThinFax 1414LXM specifications and the name of
an EXP dealer near you.
C~dl:

714-453-1020 or FII-x: 714-453-1319
bttp://UJUJUJ. expnet. com

~
MOBILE COMPUTING EXPERTISE IS BUILT INTO OUR NAME.

