
























































































Now you can use 
HP150 disks (single or double sided) 

Even though your HP Portable/HP150 and the new IBM 
compatible computers both use 31/2" disks, the disks are 
incompatible-HP disks can't be used in IBM machines. 

ReadHP, a "device driver" program developed by 
Personalized Software, solves the problem. 

in a 3Y2" IBM compatible 
ReadHP installs in an IBM PC or compatible in min­

utes, and is a cinch to use: You simply place a :31/2" lIP 
disk (single or double sided) in the PC's disk drive, and 
press a few keys. Voila! The PC can read and write to the 
disk directly-without losing the ability to read and 
write to IBM disks. 

disk drive 

Diskcopy From Plus' Edisc To Floppy 
Pm: ,S'ergio Biguzzi [76274,104J 
When I use diskcopy a: c: (where c: is the HP9114 disk 
drive) I can perform the diskcopy back and forth. The only 
problem is that the total amount of memory on the flop­
py will be the same as the one on the Edisc. Therefore I 
must not change (or go back to what was) the size of the 
Edisc if I want to be able to do diskcopy c: a:. Otherwise 
I'll get the message that the two disks are not of the same 
format. 

My present idea is to find software to further partition 
the Edisc. 

The expanded (lMeg) Edisc size becomes bigger than 
conventional floppies. I would like to have two Ediscs, say, 
a: and c: so as to be able to repeat diskcopy a: c: and then 
diskcopy d: c:. 

mJ HP-IL Card And IBM PS/2 
M Pm: Mark Horvatich (SysoP) [76703,4163] 
IIY The HP-IL card will work OK in the PS/2 models 25 and 

30. It will not work, however, in the PS/2 models 50, 60, 
and 80, because the card design is not the same. , 

III ECM And PAM.ENV Don't Mix 
Fm: Michel E. Kabay 
Thank you for having thought about the ECM/110 + print­
ing problem. You will recall that ECM failed with "Can't 
print." The pam.env file had been set up for Ed Gilbert's 
The Editor program to allow that program to find its stand­
ard edconfig files. 

With the encouragement of the Atlanta Response 
Center (an engineer named Sylvia), I traced the problem 
to the mere existence of a pam.env file. My pam.env file in­
cluded the following lines: 

COMSPEC b: \ bin \ cornrnand.com 
path = a: \ ;b: \ hp82863k;b: \ rnernotrn;b: \ 45548k;b: \ bin;b: \ bin \ etc 
PROMPT = [$p]: $s 
EDCONFIG = a: \ std \ 

Further tests showed that no subset of these lines 
would allow the ECM to print. Another interesting obser­
vation was the batch file I use to run ECM: 

Want to share your WordPerfect, Lotus, or other files 
between your HI' Portable/HP150 and an IBM compat­
ible with a :3 112" disk drive? It's simple: Order ReadHP 
today. 
ReadHP ...... , ......... , ........... $59.95 
Portable Paper subscriber price ......... $49.95 

PHOllUCT NO. HDlINS 

50·DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
See order form for details. 

TO ORDER 
inj',]'],;,lIi"11 
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Pf'rsonalized Soft\\are 
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" 

HPll0 Portable • 
Portable Plus • 
Portable Vectra • 
HP150 • 
IBM PC and compat. • 

run53 b: \ ecm \ ecmjlib = b: \ ecm \ syslib.Prt;save 
fails with "Bad command or file name" when the pam.env 
file exists. This failure is perfectly correlated with the 
printing problem and thus saved time when testing. 

WORKAROlTND: just set an autoexec.bat with 
PROMPT [$F]: $8 
SET EDCONFIG = A: \ STD 

.. 1!tJtlllfJte Ifeella flSelS: 

Make your floppy drives 
work 10 times faster! 
(Save battery life too!) 
FloppyDRIVER speeds up your 31f2 " disk drivers); it 
saves you time loading, copying, and backing up files; 
alld it evell formats your blank disks automatically. 

Impatient with slow floppy disk access on your Portahle Vectra'i 
FloppyDRIVEH makes a big difference. 

It's a software program that speecb up movement of the disk drive's 
read-write heads, allowing Y(nll' progl'runs to load 80% to 50'1;, fa:,1er: 
Other disk access operations (copy, save, hackup, etc.) are as much as 
10 times Jastet: 

And since access is the biggest drain on your Portable Vectra's 
hatteries, FloppyDRIVEH aL'io extends battery life significantly. 

Installing FloppyDHIVEH is easy, and once installed it works auto­
matically--you don't have to do a thing. 

Bonus feature: Whenever you access a floppy disk, FloppyDHIVEH 
will format the disk antomatically, hut ONLY if it isn't already format­
ted. No need to type th" DOS "Fonnat" command ever again I 

If you use a dual-floppy POliable Veetra, FloppyDHIVEH will saw 
time with almost every program you run. 

If you use the hard cli'ik system, you'll he grateful for Flop]JyDHIVEH 
whenever you back up your files. 

Either way, FloppyDHIVEH is an absolute must f()I· every Portable 
Vectra owner. Order a copy at our risk today. 
FloppyDRIVER ......................................... $79.00 
Portable Paper subscriber price ............................ $69.95 
For ordering infonnation, see inside back cover. I'IWm rCT NO. FDllNS 
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THE PORTABLE PAPER 

Highest quality 
soft padded cases 
for your ThinkJet 
and HP9114 

Field-Pro cases: safe, convenient way to 
carry your portable printer, disk drive, and 
computer. Rugged, lightweight, roomy, 

fully padded, abrasion-resistant, washable. Stylish, soft blue-grey color. 
The Printer/Disk Drive Case holds your ThinkJet or 9114 (you may want to 

buy two). The Portable Case holds your HPllO or Portable Plus (has more room 
and better padding than HP's case, plus it can carry the smaller PrinterlDisk 
Drive Case piggyback). 
PrinterlDisk Drive Case ............................. $39.95 each 
$37.95 for Portable Paper subscribers. 
Portable Case .......................................... $99.95 
$89.95 for Portable Paper subscribers. 

to let ECM print properly while allowing The Editor to 
search the designated directory for its edconfig.xxx files. 

The question now is why the pam.env file caused the 
problem with ECM in the first place. 

II HP-IL To Serial Card 
III Can Only Be Used One Way 

Pm: Ted Dickens [76701, 272J 
The HP-ILlRS-232 interface box does not do everything 
you want it to do. The computer has to be on the HP-IL 
side. You can get an HP-IL interface card for your COMPAQ 
(S2973A $165) which includes drivers which make HP-IL 
devices look like normal DOS devices. 

II ThinkJet Margin Explanation, 
III Alternative Cartridges 

Pm: Ted Dickens [76701, 272J 
II The 2225 (all models) has an inviolable I-inch margin on 

both the left and the right. Other printers print SO 
characters across an S-inch page; the ThinkJet prints those 
SO characters across 7 Y2 -inches (it prints 12 characters per 
inch where others typically print 10 cpi). 

I have used Diconix cartridges, when that was all I 
could find, and they appear to be identical to the HP. 

II Incompatibilities Among Vectras 
Pm: Miles Kehoe [72466, 723J 
I got my Vectra CS portable working: the problem was a 
badly installed modem card which thought it was port 2. 
Sadly, so did one ofthe two ports on the dual serial card. 
Opening the box with a torx drive and swapping a few 
jumpers saved the day. 

Now I find an apparent incompatibility between the 
Vectra Portable CS and all other IBMlVectras I have tried. 
If anyone at the RC or elsewhere can help me verify this 
problem I'd appreciate it. The video interrupt (INT 10) 
subfunction 1 (set cursor size) not only does not set the 
cursor size, it blows away the INT 10 handler so you'll not 
see anything until you reboot. I sure hope I'm wrong, but 
here you go: (with apologies to Borland for badly hacking 
their C): 

regs.h.ah = 1; 
regs.h.ch = 1; 1* start scan line *1 
regs.h.cI = 7; 1* end scan line *1 
int86(INTI0,&regs,&regs); 
This is true even if, on a mono monitor, I set start scan 

to 1 and end scan to 13 (the defaults for mono). Has 
anyone else tried these functions? Has anyone seen other 
incompatibilities? Let me know. 

Thanks to so many of you who are willing to help organize local users groups. Users groups 

HPII0/HPI10+ 

GROUPS 
give an opportunity to share tips, answer questions, discuss other products, trade free software and 
Lotus templates, and meet other professionals. As you will notice some areas have more than one 
contact person and some major areas have none. If you are in a "missing" area and would like to 
organize a group, contact us. If your groups combine also tell us. We will publish this column each 
issue, keeping it up to date. Write Local Users Groups, Box 869, Fairfield, lA, 515-472-6330. 
California, Southern California We meet 2nd Thur 7-9 at HP sales office, 5161 Lankershim Blvd, 
North Hollywood. Request PORTOVEC Notes Newsletter, Dave Mark, 818-794-4969. San Diego, 
Stephen L. Eyre. 619-452-8530, Dan Butterfield, 619-470-355l. San Mateo, Santa Clara Counties, 
San Francisco Bay Area, BAYCHHU, HP Laptops & Handhelds, meet 2nd Sat of the month, Con-
tact]im Horn, 707-523-4890 eve., or Michael Felsenstein, 415-564-8279, eve. Sunnyvale, Interex, 
International Hewlettt Packard Users Group, 640 Almanor Ave., 408-738-4848 Colorado, Colorado 

Springs, Dan Ritt, 303-528-8080. Denver, Call Bob Pressey, 303-777-0326 Hawaii, Honolulu, Rodney Y. Fukuya if interested, 808-945-3111. Indiana, 
Indianapolis, Bob Glass, 317-638-2326. Iowa, Mid Iowa, Ed Keefe D: 515-964-6644 E: 515-964-7064. Southeast Iowa, Hal Goldstein, 515-472-6330 
MinnesotaMinneapolis/St. Paul, John Ferman (612) 822-1372 Maine, Yarmouth, Every last Tue 6:30, US Route "ne, Yarmouth, ME 04096,846-5497 
North Carolina, Charlotte and surrounding area,]ohn]acob, 704-334-3468. Texas, Houston, Thomas R. Page, D: 713-759-4259, E: 713-528-7138. 
Utah, Utah County, Donna Hoover, D: 378-4421, E: 375-4812. Washington, Eastern Washington, Northern Idaho, Western Montana, and possibly 
~stern Washington, Bob Sandberg. 509-466-4999. Eastern Washington, Stephen S. Warner. D: 509-534-1588, E: 509-535-3322. Western Washington, 
Portable, Plus, 150, Vectra users meet first Thursday 7-9 p., HP sales office, Bellevue. Pete Ross, 206-342-8875. Portable, 40 & 50 series: 7-9 p. second 
Wed., UWash. computer center, Seattle. Bob Moore, 206-543-7879. Washington D.C., Greater Washington D.C. Area, 8:00 PM, Third Monday of Each 
Month, Ballston Tower #1,800 N. Quincy St., Room 519. Call to confirm and to say, Hi. William F. Cross. D:202-696-4112, E:703-845-9508. Australia, 
8 Avoca St, S. Yarra, Victoria, Australia. Nige! S. Ball. 03-267-8344 .. Central America, I would be happy to form a users group, either Spanish or English, 
Apartado Postal 1587, Tegucigalpa, Honduras. England, Trafalgar House, Grenville Place, Mill Hill, London, NW7 3SA England. Tim Cullis. (01) 959 
4359. HP Computer Users Association, The Twenty-One Building, 21 Pinner Road, Harrow, Middlesex, England HAl 4LH 01-4275200, FAX: 
01-4278252. Netherlands, Mr. R.M. Franquiner, Menthenbergseweg 13, NL-6816 PR, Arnhem, The Netherlands Spain, Club de usarios HP no, Pont 
Reyes S.A., Ala atencion de D. Enrique Serra, Ronda Universidad, 15,08007, Espana. Sweden, Stockholm, first Thursday each month 6:30 p.m., call 
to confirm. lens Pettersson 08-713-1710. Telex 14970 gente! S. 
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Wo rd Pe rfeet e U sto m I-zed II ~b~~~r~~:~~i~~e(~~n~~a~~ $dgn![~~ve 
to send you additional customized 
disks or extra documentation). Be sure 
to indicate "PORTABLE VECTRA" on 
your order. 

( for the Portable Plus and HP150 

( 

( 

WordPerfect, It's the best-selling word 
processor for the IBM PC. According to 
many reviewers, it's the best word processor 
on the market. 

WordPerfect is a word-processing power­
house. Its advanced features include crea­
tion of text in columns, automatic footnote 
formatting and numbering, mail merging, 
and text sorting. 

Now there are versions of WordPerfect 
for the HP Portable Plus and the HP150 
touchscreen. In either case, it's the full­
blown Version 4.2, complete with compre­
hensive thesaurus and 115,000-word spell­
ing checker. 

Not only can you use WordPerfect on your 
HP computer, but if you already have Word-

Note to Portable Plus users: As always, you 
have to plan memory space in the Portable Plus. 
You'll need 512K of RAM to allow space for the 
basic WordPerfect program and still leave room 
for other files on your electronic disk. Th fit 
everything on your A drive, you'll need an addi­
tional 340K for the spelling checker, and 360K 
for the thesaurus. (The speller and thesaurus 
can be run from your HP9ll4 if you wish.) 

Our version of WordPerfect includes an 
8-page supplement to the manual that tells you 
how to run WordPerfect on the Portable Plus. 

Perfect for your PC, 
you now can transfer 
files back and forth 
between your PC and 
your Portable Plus or 
HP150. The same 
WordPerfect features 
and commands work 
on all three ma­
chines. (The function 
key layout is differ­
ent on the HP machines, but this is a simple 
matter for most PC users to adjust to.) 

WordPerfect's powerful yet easy-to-use 
features have made it a best-seller. It's per­
fect for the Portable Plus or the HP150 ... 
and it just may be perfect for you. Order a 

Note to HP150 users: By special arrangement with 
WordPerfect Corporation, our version of WordPerfect 
includes the standard 5V. " disk plus our supplementary 
double-sided 3% " disk that Customizes the program for 
HPl50 users. The disk includes a special utility that 
allows WordPerfect to run on the 150. (If your HP150 
requires single-sided disks and also has a hard disk 
drive, a version of WordPerfect is available that will run 
on your machine. Specify "single-sided on your orders.) 

copy today and use it at our risk. If, within 
60 days, you are dissatisfied for any reason, 
simply return it for a full refund. 

WordPerfect 4.2 for the Portable Plus ..... $435. 
Portable Paper subscriber price .......... $299. 

PRODUCT NO. WDl3Nl 

WordPerfect 5.0 for HP150 .............. $495. 
Portable Paper subscriber price .......... $395. 

PRODUCT NO. WDl3NS 

WordPerfect 4.2 for HP150 
on double-sided disks ................ $339. 

PRODUCT NO. WDllNS 

WordPerfect 4.2 for HP150 squeezed onto single-
-sided disks for hard-disk system ...... $435. 

Portable Paper subscriber price .......... $339. 
PRODUCT NO. WDl2NS 

When ordering HP150 WordPerfect 4.2, be sure to 
specify single-sided or double sided disks. Note: 
WordPerfect will not run on a dual-floppy single­
sided disk system. 

WordPerfect Upgrade Kit (Upgrades 
Personalized Software HP150 version 4.2 to 5.0) call 
us for pricing and other details. 

IMPORTANT: Be sure to specify whether you want 
the Portable Plus version or the HP150 version. 

60·DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
See order form for details. 

NEW: WordPerfect 5.0 for HP150! • I I I " TO ORDER 
l"se enclost>d postage-paid order form HPll0 Portable. 

Double-sided disk only. 512K internal memory required. Portable Plus • 
Portable Vectra • 

I If sf'nt! check or credit card information 
(#. expo date, signature) to: 
Personalized Software 

HP150 • Po. Box 869, FairfiE'ld. IA :'"j2E).')(i 515 ..J,72·li:3:30 
IBM PC and com at. • 

USED HP PORTABLES AND PERIPHERALS 
We buy them. 

No longer using your HP 
Portable or peripherals? 
Turn them into cash 

We sell them. We guarantee them. 
Any used item you buy from us can 
be returned within 30 days for a full 
refund. In addition 1 

through The Portable 
Equipment Exchange. 
Prices fluctuate, so 
call us for current 
figures. 

Buying used HP 
equipment makes sense. 
You know HP quality! 
Even used HP machines 
can serve you well for 
years. Call for current 
prices. 

ONE·YEAR GUARANTEE 
(parts and labor) 
~n all used equipment! I (SIS) 472·6330 

For good buys on used-and new-HP 
equipment, see our 4·page brochure 
enclosed with this issue. 

The Portable Equipment Exchange 
-a division of Personalized Software 

P.O. Box 869 Fairfield, IA 52556 
© Copyright 1987 Personalized Software 



Portable Plus users: 
At last! A great spelling checker 
available on ROM! 
Webster's (web/stars) n. The spelling checker 
rated Editor's Choice by PC Magatine (Dec. 24, 1985), and now 
available from Personalized Software for the Portable Plus and HP150. 

-Customized on 31/2" disk by special arrangement with Simon & Schuster, Inc. 

PC Magazine rated eight leading spell­
ing checkers for ease of use, flexibility, 
speed, overall program size, thoroughness, 
and accuracy. WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD 
SPELLING CHECKER came out on top­
for a number of good reasons: 

First, there's sheer size. WEBSTER'S 
contains over 110,000 words in its 
dictionary-five times the number in 
Hayden's Speller, 21/2 times as many as in 
The Word Plus-yet WEBSTER'S dic­
tionary and main program take up only 
207K of disk memory. 

Second, WEBSTER'S isn't just easy to 
use-it's positively a pleasure. It reads your 
files at high speed, then displays every 
questionable word in context, highlighted. 
At the same time, in a "window" off to the 
side, it gives you a list of possible correct 
spellings. A simple menu gives you the 
following options: 

• Accept the word as is 
• Replace the word with one of the sug­

gested spellings 
• Enter the correct spelling manually 

'I~MIII'MII~m I.~I ' 

HP110 Portable I I Portable Vectra I-
Portable Plus I - I HP150 I-

IBM PC and comoatibles I-
Available on ROM Backup for the Portable Plus 

• Add the word to an auxiliary diction­
ary of frequently used words 

• Replace all other occurrences of the 
word 

• Look up the spelling of any other 
word at any time 

WEBSTER'S also lets you mark in your 
text any spelling corrections that change 
length of a word; this lets you quickly 
locate portions of text that may need refor­
matting. 

WEBSTER'S will automatically locate 
double repetitions (like "and and"). It can 
correct transpositions ("itme" becomes 
"item"), missing apostrophes ("dont" 
becomes "don't"), and typos of all kinds 
("spellling" becomes "spelling," etc.). 

If you're not sure of a word, you can 
even spell it the way sounds, and chances 
are WEBSTER'S will supply the correct 
spelling. ("Fenomenon" gets corrected to 
"phenomenon," for example.) 

In addition, WEBSTER'S will let you 
preview a list of all questionable words 
before displaying them in context; this 
saves you time because it lets you 
eliminate words from the questionable list 
(or add them to your auxiliary dictionary) 
before you begin the editing pass. 

John Dvorak, writing in the San Fran­
cisco Examiner, called WEBSTER'S "the 

P.III PV users: Please subtract $10 from subscriber price (since we don't have to send you additional customized 
Mil disks or extra documentation) Be sure to indicate "PORTABLE VECTRA" on your order. 

The Portable Paper 
Personalized Software 
P.O. Box 869 
Fairfield, Iowa 52556 

BULK RATE 
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best spell-checker we've seen in a long 
spell." Henry Kisor of the Chicago Sun 
Times has called WEBSTER'S "the best 
proofreading software on the market." We 
agree with them both-and we think you 
will too. Order your copy at no risk today. 

Webster's Spelling Checker on 3%" disk 
customized for the Portable Plus and 
HP150 .................... $79.95 
$69.95 for Portable Paper subscribers. 

PRODUCT NO. WBllNS 
Webster's is available on ROM backup 
for an additional $179. See ROM ad ~ 
in this issue for important details. :"1l11mr""" 

WEBSTER'S SPELLING CHECKER works with 
any file produced by the Editor, WordStar, and 
MemoMaker. It also works with ASCII files 
produced by MS Word and Word Perfect. 
Our version of WEBSTER'S includes a custom· 
ized 3.5" disk and simple instructions for run· 
ning the program on the Portable Plus and 
HP150. A special utility allowing WEBSTER'S 
to run on the HP150 is included on the disk. 

60·DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
See order form for details. 

TO ORDER 
Use enclosed postage-paid order form 

or send check or credit card information 
(#, expo date. signature) to: 
Personalized Software 

P.o. Box Slig. Fairfield, lA ,;25;;6 ;;1:j:472-1i:):)O 
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