




PUBLISHER'S MESSAGE 
As usual I waited until the last 
minute to write this 36th and last 
Publisher's Message for The Por
table Paper. This time, for once, I 
am without words ... but some
thing must be expressed. 

Some of you have been with 
us for six years, since the first 
issue. You have seen your HP 
Portable go from being a state-of
the-art industry leader to a mis
understood, no-Ionger-manufac-

Hal Goldstein tured, curiosity. 
The fact that we, the HP Por

table users, always had something new to say, issue after 
issue of The Portable Paper, is a real testimonial to the 
brilliance of the design and to the usefulness of the ma
chine. Hundreds of you contributed to the l,SOO pages of 
HP Portable knowledge expressed in 36 issues over 6 years. 
Thanks to each one of you. 

I feel fortunate to be on the forefront again of a new 
computer technology with the HP 9SLX Palmtop. I have 
spoken to some of you who are not so enthusiastic about 
the HP 9SLX because of its small keyboard. All I can say is 
that I use it constantly. Having a fully PC-compatible 
computer with Lotus 1-2-3 in my pocket has proven 
incredibly useful to me. I find the keyboard acceptable for 
notes, to-do lists, phone numbers, calculations, and games. 

I invite any reader of The Portable Paper, past or present, 
to call us at (800) 373-6114 or (SIS) 472-6330 and request a 
copy of our first issue of The Palmtop Paper at no charge, 
whether or not you own an HP 9SLX. As you turn the 
pages, you'll see quite a few parallels between the HP 
Portables and the HP Palmtop. 

Finally, some good news for HP Portable users. Brian 
Teitzman, our Director of Sales, and Larry Baldozier, our 
Director of Operations will be starting their own company, 
CLASSIC COMPUTERS, to take over Personalized Soft
ware's HP Portable and HPlS0 business. Brian and Larry 
will be there to fulfill many of your HP Portable needs. 
Please see "News From Personalized Software/' page 14, for 
more information on this. 

What more is there to say but that I wish you success in 
all your material and spiritual aspirations. 

FOR HANDY REFERENCE: Items directly relevant to the three 
HP Portables are denoted in this issue as follows: 
11110 Portable III Portable Plus II Portable Vectra II Vectra LSI12 
When items are partly or indirectly relevant they are denoted as: 
@!] 110 Portable Portable Plus Portable Vectra Vectra LS/12 
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User Likes DIET11 0 
Well, this will be my final letter to the 
Portable Paper." I'm sorry that it is 
going to end. It's helped me over the 
past few years and I will miss it. 

I just wanted to share my 
thoughts about one way to get more 
out of the limited RAM/EDISK capac
ity of the HP Portables. I think all 
portable computers should have at 
least one file compressor program 
among their utilities. The~ compres
sors come in many different types. 

One type creates archives by com
bining many separate files into a 
single compact file that is easily 
sent/received via modem and facili
tates keeping the file set together on 
disk. PKZIP is this type of program. It 
is commonly used to keep document, 
program, and associated files together 
on distribution disks. 

Another type allocates part of the 
disk space as a "virtual disk" and sets 
up a system to intercept reads and 
writes so that everything stored there 
is compressed when stored and de
compressed when retrieved. Squish 
Plus is an example of this type of 
compression program. In effect, this 
type increases the amount of disk 
space available by as much as 50%, 
depending on the types oifiles stored; 
text, spreadsheets, and small batch 
files compress well, program files 
generally do not. 

Perhaps the first file compression 
program developed was one to com
press individual files. While the origi
nal file compressors were only able to 
compress text files, more recent pro
grams will also compress program 
files, and allow them to remain exe
cutable in compressed form. Articles 
in The Portable Paper have mentioned 
several of these and Personalized 
Software has distributed a number of 
them on its Subscriber Disks, and 
various other disks. Of those, I like 
DIET110 best (from the Keefe Kollec
tion). DIETnO offers several advan
tages over the others I have seen. In 
my personal order of importance, 
those advantages are: 

1. It runs on the HP Portables. 
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2. It is a small program (l0K). 
3. It compresses both .EXE and 

.COM files. 
4. It produces compact output files 

which require less RAM overhead 
to run. (For example, one execut
able file compressed to 16K with 
DIET and 60K with SCRUNCH, 
another file compression pro-

. gram.) 
5. It is fast. (It is much faster than 

SCRUNCH when compressing a 
file and loading.) 

6. It can also compress other types of 
files. 

As if these weren't enough, DIETllO 
has two other very significant advan
tages that I have not seen in other 
programs of this type: 

1. It accepts the DOS wildcards 
(* or ?). 

2. It can restore (decompress) the 
files it compresses. 

It's important to note that I am talk
ing about DIETllO, the smaller ver
sion of DIET distributed with The 
Keefe Kollection. The regular DIET is 
a larger program which includes a 
TSR routine to compress and expand 
text files without user intervention. 

I encourage individuals to include 
DIET among their utility tools. I 
would also encourage Personalized 
Software to use this program when 
compressing program files for distri
bution since it requires less RAM 
overhead than alternative programs 
and allows the user the option of 
decompressing the file and using the 
original when minimum program 
load time (or absolute minimum RAM 
overhead) is desired. 

Thanks again for a whole lot of 
useful information over the years. 

William J. Pinniek 
Chem-miera-Metrics 

1689 Scarborough Road 
Greenville, NC 27858 

Thanks for your support; 
keep some ROM stockl 

II Thank you, all the people who have 
helped get out my views over the 

III years. I feel like a child whose parents 
II are divorcing; it's something I can't 

alter, but I still feel sad. a Even though the company is get
ting out of supporting the Portables, I 

hope someone on the staff will fill the 
need I have - to keep the machines I 
have left functioning. 

I also hope that you keep ROM 
software in stock until December. I 
want to buy a number of the items. 

Finally, I want to give my thanks 
to the editorial team which produced 
The Portable Paper and helped explain 
what the HP Portables were all about. 

I still hope I will not lose complete 
contact· with the people I have met 
from Utah over the years. 

Jack Ross 
3 Bray Street 

Mosman 2088 
Australia 

[We're happy to announce that two of 
our most experienced personnel, Brian 
Teitzman, Director of Sales, and Larry 
Baldozier, Director of Operations, will be 
starting their own company, Classic 
Computers, and taking over Personalized 
Software's HP Portable and HP150 busi
ness. For more information see the ad on 
the back page and the announcement in 
"News from Personalized Software, " page 
14 in this issue - Rich.} 

Translating ECM files 
to HP 95LX PHONE format 

III Thank you very much for sending me 
the Translate Utility for the HP 9SLX. 
I intended to use the Translate Utility 
to make my Portable Plus's Executive 
Card Manager files readable for the 
PHONE application on my HP 9SLX, 
but I was not successful. I shall de
scribe what I did, and perhaps you 
could help me. 

With "copy cardfile/transfer out" 
I translated my phonebook file (about 
400 names, numbers, addresses, etc,) 
from ECM into a holding file in the 
BASIC format. In this format, ECM 
writes the phonebook information 
into an ASCII file of quoted strings. 
According to the table on page 4-9 of 
the Connectivity Pack User's Guide, 
this is the format that the Translate 
Utility needs. But when I run the 
Translate Utility on my desktop PC 
and attempt to translate the file, the 
process progresses to nearly 100% 
completion, and then I get the mes
sage: "Cannot process source file: 
Invalid file format, press ESC to con
tinue." The Translate Utility is work
ing, I have successfully translated an 
LX-phonebook file to CD1 format, and 
back. What did I do wrong? 

o 

o 

o 
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On the HP 110 

1. Press F4 (Download Config). 
2. Configure the download file as: 

From Remote File: leave blank 
To Local File: filename to be stored in 110 
File Type: 8-bit Text 
Remote Invocation: leave blank 
Protocols: On 
Command Options: leave blank 
Overwrite Permission: On 

3. Press F8 to exit the configure menu. 
4. Press Fl (Connect). The HP 110 should beep and 

display CONNECfED in the lower left corner. 
S. Press the System key. This returns the softkeys to the 

display. 
6. Press Fl (From Host). 

On the HP 9SLX 

1. From COMM press MENU, Transfer, Xmodem, and 
Send. Now select the file to send to the HP 110. The 
XMODEM file transfer program in the HP 9SLX does 
require a small amount of time to establish the 
connection. 

TRANSFERRING A FILE 
FROM THE HP 110 TO THE HP 95LX 
On the HP110 

1. Press F3 (Upload Config) and set the options as 
follows. 

From Local File: 
To Remote File: 
File Type: 
Remote Invocation: 
Protocols: 
Command Options: 

filename you wish to send 
leave blank 
8-bit Text 
leave blank 
On 
leave blank 

2. Press F8 to exit the configuration menu. 
3. Press F3 (To Host). 

On the HP 9SLX 

1. Press MENU, Transfer, Xmodem, and Recei;ve. Then 
type in the filename you wish to receive from· the 
HP 110. 

Portable. Navigator on 
the HPll0 and Portable Plus 

am Graham Collins, of Effective Solutions Ltd in the United 
P.II Kingdom, informed us that the version of Portable 
Iiw Navigator he is developing for the HP· 9SLX waS first 

developed, and works on the HP110 and Portable Plus. 
It's never been sold for those machines, but Graham 
promises to complet~ the documentation if enough 110 
or Portable Plus users are interested. 

Portable Navigator is a real-time navigation package 
that can interface to the Navistar DECCA or LORAN 
navigational receivers for use on board small vessels. It 
features Ghast plotting, log files, real-time tidal atlas, 
waypoint managem~t, and speed and course:made
good calculations. 

If you are interested, please contact Graham directly 
at ESL in the United Kingdom (phone: 44-344-874103, 
fax: 44-344-872612). If interest warrants, ESL will quote 
a price and delivery date. 

• 
The CompuServe HP Systems 
Forum for the HP Portables 
The HPSYS CompuServe Forum provides HP 
Portable users with a wealth of support and 
product information. 

By Ted Dickens, 
HP Forum Sysop, CompuServe # [76701,2721 
Introduction by Hal Goldstein, C()mpuServe # [72257,7141 

INTRODUCTION 
am Those of us who used the HP Portables (and· now the 
III HP Palmtop) in our daily activity are pioneers of sorts. 

We have all suffered trying to make some piece of soft
II ware or hardware conform to our will. Our reward has 
JJ been a new set of tools1hat make our everyday activi

ties more effective and powerful. The investment of 
time in learning computer technology has given· us a 
significant competitive advantage over those who are 
not computer literate. 

2. Wait: when the retry indicato.r reaches . .s. the two , 
computers will be synchronized and the file will s~ . 
transferring.· .. . 

I feel the same can be said about electronic networkS 
su~as Comp~e.If you are willing to tolerate the 
expense and the initial bit of frustration in lecuning a 
new tool, you will be rewarded in many ways. 

• 
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Participation in CornPuSerye forums means access to 
a whole new world of useful knowledge. It provides an 
opportunity to "meet". people in all walks of life with 
whom you would never come in contact. Furthermore, 
CompuServe is great fun. 

o 

0'.) / 



o 

In particular the HPllO/Portable Plus section (section 
5) of the HPSYSfEMS forum is one of the only sources 
available for responses to your HP Portable questions. 

In the past years hundreds of HP Portable users have 
frequented the Forum's message area and contributed 
interesting insights, tidbits, firmly held opinions, and 
in-depth technical discoveries. You can eavesdrop and 
"download" (copy to your computer) those messages 
and files of interest to you. However, the fun of Comp
uServe is participating and sharing information and 
ideas. 

Expect a reasonable learning curve and to make a 
few mistakes "online" - no one minds much - we've all 
been there. The HP Forum SYSOP - the individual who 
is in charge of the forum - Ted Dickens, is excellent. 
He'll help you with any initial problems using the 
forum. (If you have the new HP 95LX, Ted is an 
excellent resource. He is an extraordinarily know
ledgeable and active 95LX user with lots of answers to 
your 95LX questions.) 

You can talk to me on CompuServe - my ID number 
is 72257,714. 

GEmNG STARTED: WHY THE HP FORUM? 
The HP Forums on CompuServe have two goals - to 
allow users to talk to each other and to augment HP's 
support mechanisms. 

In other words, it's a user's group. Only there are no 
meetings to attend and all communication is done elec
tronically. Each of the more than 10,000 HP forum 
members gets to tailor this user's group to his or her 
individual needs. 

The forum is a great place to get questions answered, 
keep up with the latest information from HP and other 
vendors, get software updates, and tap into the wealth 
of public domain and shareware software for your HP 
product. (The HP110 and Portable Plus are just two of 
many HP products covered in the HP Forums.) And 
unlike HP's support channels, the HP Forums are open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

If you have used an electronic bulletin board system 
(BBS), most of the forum concepts will be familiar. Each 
forum has three main areas: ' 
• Message boards, where you can read and write 

messages; 
• Libraries, where you can find files and download 

them to your system; 
• Conference rooms, where you can "meet" on-line 

with other users and talk interactively. 

In practice, HP110 and HP Portable Plus users will find 
the HP Portable library the most useful resource. 

MESSAGE BOARDS 
Instead of one big message board, each forum is 
divided into sections; each section is devoted to a single 
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topic. The sidebar lists all of the sections for each of the 
HP Forums. Of particular interest to The Portable Paper 
readers: The HPllOjPortable Plus section (number 5) of 
the HP Systems forum. 

Activity in the HP Portable section of the HPSYS 
forum has declined as the product has matured. But the 
forum remains a good place to get your HP110 and 
Portable Plus questions answered. There are enough 
experts frequenting HPSYS that even the most arcane 
questions can usually be handled. 

One of the things that sets a CompuServe forum 
message section apart from a'typical BBS is that forum 
messages are "threaded." When you ask a question and 
I send a reply, my reply is automatically linked to your 
question. Reply to my reply and the "thread" gets lon
ger. If several people reply to your message, all of those 
replies (and replies to those replies) are added to the 
thread. Not only does this make it simple to read all of 
the related messages in the proper order, it is easy to 
pick out and read only the threads that look interesting. 

LIBRARIES 
Each section has a corresponding library where you can 
find application notes, product announcements, soft
ware upgrades, answers to frequently asked questions, 
public domain and shareware utilities, captured 
"threads" on interesting topics, and more. All told, there 
are about 61 files in Library 5, the HPllO/Portable Plus 
section. 

Each file is accompanied by a one line title, a para
graph or two of description, and a list of key words to 
help you decide which files are of interest. 

The files for the HP Portables are many and include 
a wide variety of information. (See the box in next 
column for more on content of Library 5.) 

CONFERENCE ROOMS 
Electronic conferences offer you a chance to "talk" to 
special guests. In the past year, forum members have 
met with HP lab, support, and marketing groups 
including several memorable conferences with the chief 
architect of HP's NewWave. Conferences are also held 
on related topics, such as the conference on PCMCIA 
memory cards (used in the HP 95LX). 

WHAT IS COMPUSERVE? 
The CompuServe Information Service (CIS) is a public
access computer system that provides information 
services. The breadth of information available from CIS 
is staggering. There are 1400 different information 
services. No matter what your personal or professional 
interests may be - there is something on CIS that you 
will find valuable. 

CIS forums cover the full range of hardware, soft
ware, and even "paperware" (magazines). Besides the 
forums for HP, you'll find forums for IBM, Apple, 
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